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overweening Opinion of our own Me- 
rits, and eſteem the Worſt of Enemies. 
By ſuch a ſoothing and inſinuating 
8 * into our Tempers and 
Secrets, and ſo gain an Opportunity of 
Expoſing our Failings; and Uadermmng 
3 our Deſigns. The Hiſtories of moſt 
[| Kingdoms and the Experience of all 
' BH Ages, let us ſee, how the Beſt of Men 
and the Beſt of Prifices have been be- 
' tray'd, and ruin'd by ſuch Admirers. 
to plead very ſtrongly. in its Behalt, 
Common * vane ſhou'd engage us to 
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If the Efe#s had been confin'd only 
to Tempora Loſſes, there had been Sut- 
ficient reaſon for Comylumt and Cagtion. 
But when we are in danger of 3 | 
Deceiv d in matters of the higheſt: MU 
ment, in things of an. Everlaſting: Conc 
coern, then, then we are wounded in 
the moſt ſenſible and tender Part 
When miſ- applied Civility will not ſuf: 
fer Fellow- Creatures to remind one ai- 
1 other of their Errours for Fear of Diſ- 
$ obliging; when infamous Vices, inſtead 
of ea gentle Rebuke, ſball be palli- 
ated with New Names: or Toftned with 
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are advanced, and the Wörld left at 
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Reproof. 
It were to be wiſhed our Unhappi- 
neſs had not been ſo Great, as to 
find ſome Tranſgreſſors in our Age ex- 
a ccly Parallel to thoſe old Sinners in 
the Prophet's Days, againſt whom an 
heavy Woe is pronounc'd in ſar. v. 
20. Woe unto them that call Evil Good, und 
Good: Exil; that. put Darkneſs for - Light, 
and Light for Darkneſs ; that put Bitter 
for Sweet, and Sweet for Bitter. But 
amongſt us, alas! there are too many, 
who with Boldzeſs and Weakneſs deny 
the Eternal Diitinitions of Good and 
Evil, and aſſert, that all Actions were 
indifferent, till the poſitive Laws of 
 Governours made the Diſtinction. And 
yet (Which is worſe than this, becauſe 
the Miſchief is the more Extenſive) 
too many there are, ho acknowledge 
their obligations to Natural 9 — 
who, have moreover been Baptiz d into 
the Chriſtian, Faith, and do. ſtill profeſs 
to believe every Part of the Goſpel; 
that can deaden the Power of Religion 
in their Lives, and flatter themſelves, 
and lead others into Labyrinths of Er- 
rour and real Acts of Diſobedience, 
colouring the Vices, they have a Mind 
to favour under the Maſque, of Good- 
neſs, and thoſe Vertues to which they 
have ſome Reſemblance and Affinity. 
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Tis very common to ſee Neal Covetouſ. 
eſs carried on under the Pretence of 


Prudence, Frugality, Providing for their 


On, and avoiding the Character of 
being worſe than an Infidel. Prodigatity 
is eſteemꝭd the Effect of a Charitable and 
Gemerous Spirit. And  Uncharitableneſs 
excu?d from the World's Ignorante of 
their Worldly Circumſtances, and the 
ſtrict Regard they have to | Juſtice. 


Drunkenneſs is ſtiled Good Fellowſhip ; 


Swearing, Genteel Breeding; Revenge, 
Courage; and Duelling, Honour. Smooth. 
Immodeſty is the Excurſion of a Ready 


Wit. And to Go beyond and Defraud 
our Brother is call'd Senſe and Policy. 
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We ſee then, that Errour ſeldom goes 


abroad without the Appearances of Truth, 


and that ſome great Truths have been 
made uſe of to Introduce the moſt Per- 


nicious Errours. And from hence we can- 
not but conclude, that whoever is the Aus 


thor or Promoter of ſuch Principles, whe- 


ther his Belief be anſwerable to his Prin- 
ciples, or his Practice ſuitable to his Be- 
lief, he does however in the Ears of 8 
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falſe Notions of Good and Evil, to th 
Actions of Particular Perſons, and there 
— giving them a falſe View of them - 
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Altho' Man be bis. own great Decei- 
ver by falſe Perſwaſions and favourable 
ceiv'd by Intimate Acquaimt auc, and un- 
K the OE On of _— 
Whatever the Humours, 
Ations, or Changes of — there 
are too many to be found, Cammen+ 
ding their Tempers, Applauding what 
| they Do, Saying as * Sa and Va- 
ry1ng as they Vary. There can be no- 
ing ſo IIl- Natur d, but ſuch will ex- 
cuſe and perhaps commend it. Pro- 
voking Expreſſions of Inciviſity ſhall be 
cry'd up for Courage and Mit, and vo: - 

lantary Paſſiaus {okten'd with the poor 
Pretence of Natural Temper, and  MEA+ | 
ning no Harm, Loet a Perſon commit 
Actions impious with reſpect to God, 
unjuſt and uncharitable to his Neigh- 
bou r, and -Fantrary-. to that Sobriety 
and Purity which is due to himſelf, they 
will caſt ſuch a Milt before his Eyes, 


that to himſelf he ſhall not appear to be 
Phat he really is. Either they are Re- 
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preſented to be no Sins at all, ar very 


when they pleaſe. Some Circumſtances 
are invented as {pecious' Pleas and cor 
lourable Exeuſes to extenuate the Guilt - 
they cannot deny, as, The pleading of 
Ignorance 3 2 ſudden Surprize, and 
transferring; the Blame upon others, 
tho at the ſame time they believe it 
was his own voluntary Act, commit- 
ted againſt Knowledge and with Delibe- 
ration. If they cannot Deceive him in- 
0 à falſly good Opinion of himſelf this 
way, then perhaps they pick out ſome 
Vertues. Which he really has, and give 
them an extravagant Encomium, e. 
tol them to the Clouds, to fwallow up 
the other Errours and Vices of his Lite. 
By ſuch. baſe Inſinuations af Treache- 


rous Companions, his very Defarmitiks 


all, Ones; Overlook'd-to he ſure by.. 
Morciful God, and may be Repented of 


ſhall be turn'd into Perfegtianꝶ and that 


Action to His Apprebenfion: eſteem'd an 
Excellency, Which in „rid Propriety is à 
Reproach and Blemiſh of Humane Na- 
ture. J e n, 


run, every Perſon ought to have ſo 
much Regard to Truth, as in no Caſe to 
ſpeak Contrary to What he Thinks. 
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he has Done what he ought not to hav 
Done; he ought not to be ſo Falſe as to 
Say, he has done Well, when he knows 
he has done very much Amiſs. If he 
Will not tell the Covetous of his Sordid 
Tenasibuſueſs, he ought not to call it a 


Prudent Proviſion. If he will not ac 
cuſe the Prodigal of Extravagance, his 


ſwelling his Expence above his Income, 
ſhou'd not aſſume the Name of Generoſt. 


Charity to the Unmerciful, the Robbing 


the Poor of their Right ſhou'd not be 


ſtiled Innocent Frugalit). If he will not 
Reprove the wretchedly Prophane, lie 


ſhow'd not Commend his ſa ey Irreve- 
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Will not check Immodeſt © Clances, hie 


| Thow'd+ not approve of them under tlie 
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Lattes is ſuch an aggravating Crime as J 
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rance and Injury. And according to the 
degrees of the Injury, and Io impor- 
tance of the nnn the more 


K "= clole, 


thaſe Hunters of ;Sonls,.. thoſe 


is committed in ih Land; 


be believe Wen is 1 a Kee] | 
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fo Of Reproat 


3 cloſe, and ſtrong, and taſtitig will tlie 
Veuat ion prove. When a Man ſpeaks 
one thing to his Neighbour, and intends 


* 
oo 


„ 
im into a Nooſe, and goes 
beyond and defrauds him, even in Tew- 
poral Affairs and Caſes of a Worldly'Con- 
cernment; his Paſſions are very much 


he brings 7 


Reid | 
* Reſentment highly Juſ, claps a Mark 


Avoiding his Converſation a neceſſa 
part of Prudence. Thus and muc 


worſe affecked wou'd be his Mind, (I 
am ſure it ovght) towards the Baſe Un- 
derminers of his happy Immortality, if he 
ſet as great a. Value upon his Soul as he 
does upon his Eftate, and ng Heaven 
before this World in his E 
eee 6 7; 
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From theſe Principles the People wil! 


nave reaſon to curſe the Time that 

ever they knew, that ever they con- 
vers'd with ſuch a Kind of Men. Be- 
cauſe they have given them a Falſe View 


of themſelves. Becauſe they lay the 
Foundation of a Dangerous and Unreaſo- 
nable Pride. And, becauſe they are con- 
ducted to a ſtate of Damnation under 
the vain Hopes of Everlaſting Peace. 

l Firſt, 


plays faſt and looſe till 


upon this' occaſion, he judges his 
upon ſuch a Perſon, and thinks the 


eem and Af. 
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Falſe ew of themſelves. I 


As it is one of the ey gel and | 
T. 


tis one of the Hande 
8. 701 the World for a Man truly 

Himſelf the State and Condi- 
tion 2 — So much muſt be ac- 
knowledg'd as, an undoubred Truth u 
N Bare Suppolal of Our Own Dar 

Infirmities, and Partiality. But 
_ Difficulties do mightily increaſe, 
on the — of kun 8 
Friends are the Balance. Fot 
They endeavour to give Mankind a Fu 


View of themſelves, and that Falſe View 


mix'd with ſuch an Unreaſonable De- 


gree of Partial Affection, as always In- 


clines them to the too Fauouralle * 
ment of their own Acti ions. 


Now, ae * Gal. 10 

If 1 Man obink, Apoll argues Somethi i 
when he is Nothing, lie Deceiveth- himſelf. 
And the Conſequences of this Moral De- 
ceit muſt needs he Fatal. For to be in a 
State of Sin, and not to confeſs it to 
God Almighty, to be deeply Involy'd 
in Guilt, and not to Mourn and be 
Humbled for it; to labour under Great 
1 and not to ReQtifie ſuch Er- 


rours; 


_ Firſt, Becauſe they 5 have greathemn 


oh, 
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rours; to continue in a Courſe of Diſo- 
bedience, without a Reſolution of fu- 
ture Amendment; muſt be a Condition 

undoubtedly ſo Wretched, as no Cr 7 
rience of Worldly Misfortunes can juttly 


Parallel. And yet this is the Truth of 


the Caſe. For how ſhall they confeſs 
that which they do not believe to be a 
Sin? And how ſhall they bewail their 


Guilt, who are taught they are truly 


Innocent? And how ſhall thoſe Errours 


be rectified which they do not clearly - 


Perceive ? And how ſhall they be in- 
duc'd to amend their _ when 
think they have done nothing amiſs? 


And how ſhall they go on unto Per- 


fection, When they imagine they are 


Chriſtians; good enough already, and need 
Ns Ts 


not be better; h 0 


| "Tis not only highly Becoming, but 

_ abſolutely Neceſſary even for all particu- 
lar Perſons to examine, How tar The 
have contributed to their own Blindneſs 
and Ignorance herein. But as for Thoſe 


People, who, by a Flattery as Mean as it 


is Dangerous, Work into the Minds of 


their Companions ſuch, kind of Vain 


Thoughts, ſo Groundleſs a Belief, they 
cannot hold them in too great a Diſdain. 
Becauſe the Heart hereby is Harden'd 


againſt 
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againſt preſent Sorrow for paſt Crimes, I 
and the) Hopes of future Reformation | „ 
prevented. And what Indignation can " 
be of toq high: a Strain for thoſe, who = 
were, the Souls of Men? When a Per- '* 
| ſon ſays unto; the Wicked, Thou art — 
, 
"= 


Righteous, the Wicked may  he/indaed -— » 
tothink himſelf Righteous, and he, that 


thinks himſelf Righteous, tho he be 7 1 


really Wicked, will never think of tur- 
ning from his Wicked Way; and he that 
oontrives to put him into ſuch a Wick 
will never Repent of, has done him tlie 
greateſt Injury that he is capable of re- 3 
Ceivin 1 And al this 1s: the Natural Ef- | I 
fect of giving the People a; Falſe Vim rt 
themſelves. - mo 
00034. l Ig no: T3 bei; banbal - 
i: Secondly, The People will have Rea A 
ſon to curſe the Time that ever the) 9 
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Mere there not ſo Mam Obſequious 
Tempers as there are, of a truth thete 
wou' d be Leſs Pride than there is. Fr 1 
how prone ſoever we are of aux ſelves = 
0 _ 09-2: — 
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Neproof. 

to entertain an Over-weening Opinion 
of our own Merits, ſuch Perſons ſerve 
to Blow up theſe. Lat7⁴m Sparks into 4 
Flame, and extravagantly'' ſwell tlie 
dloſe and ſelfiſh” Lurkings in our 
Hearts. Thus (tho' Strange we ſhou'd 
we Strut, Look Big, and Over- 
and Grow Conceited, from the Poor, 
and Thin, and Noiſy, and Deligting, 
Applauſes of Fools and Flatterers, 'atid 
expect the World to Pay a Slaviſh Obei- 


and Judgments. And (which is Stran- 
ger et) theſe Lofty Thoughts are rai 
om no real Foundation, excited on- 
from Ferſections in date Fancies and 
Imaginations, meer C 
and Deluſions. 91102 1 
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indeed had a Perſon all: the Nc 


pliſhments which Art and Mature, and 
Grace cou d Furniſh him withy was he 
never ſo Ingenious, ſo Noble, ſo: Wile, 

ſo Beautiful, ſo eee ot ſo Rich, 
the Apoſtle's Argument) 1 Cor. iv. 7. 
What haſt thon, O Man, that thou didſt nor 
Receive, does ſufficiently expoſe the 
. Unreaſotiableneſs of being Proud of 
them. But when he Boaſts of Perſe- 
Ctions which he has not, of Vertues 


which he really wants, and Glories up- 
C3 | 
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ſance and Submiſſioa to our Tempers 
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Colours, wowd make him juſtly 
ed; no Excuſp can flibly be framed 
r ſuch an intolerable piece of Arro- 
ance: And certainly of this unſuffera: 


ble 8 5 8 mult chat Pride be, which 
In 7 5 fuch Flatterets, as 8a 
ed, Thou art "Righteous, 


Undes the Power of 'a Delided ! 
nation he g up a Fan- 


ili. un $ 
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an Rich + and ur Increaſed 
peed. Nothing, 7 4 
art e crable, and eee 

Blind, und Nate. ue Fenty [ Bid 
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Now nd ore ro Ew 


ta er Opinion belides whit is 
Neun and able of ſuch, a8 excit 
in the Mind a Crime ſo Dangerous in 4 


tion, and 4 Haughty Spirit before u Ball. 
Prov. xvi, 18. Which is early verified, 
45” to 148 Eltate, V ck, and 
bo, — neſs. By Serious Way 

ry, and ſendeth many Men into 
Nt Word much fooner 0 either 


8105 Nachher deſign u; Maltipliet, 
and at the {ime time from our owh 
| Knowledge Conceals our Deſects; Sets 


Us 


to Etlter- 


„ Nr Pride gberh befor Bes. 


it ae ; 
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ves an ungrat 
wa og ee and | 
renders, us Urea to our ſelyes, Unace, . 
table to others, and, Odious..to.. God; 
i the Providen E has. been, l 


ie New: Congeit 58 3 Flattery, 
was viſibly puniſh'd © in the ; Si Sight of 
* For Herod's 2 x 15 fir 


Pons 
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GET With ſuch a kind, of Men, be- 


cauſe they 3 ae conducte to. a * of 
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2 rage under. the, Le | er of 


Eve 1 ing] Peace. . £33} yy her 
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ever they, knew, that ever, they con. 


of 


| brought bole the Tribunal © of God, 


Oh! he fatal Surprize to find, that. 


\ God Judgeth not 4s Man Juugeth, that 


they are like to that fooliſh: Builder, 


that Built his Houſe upon the Sand, and, 
When the Rains deſcended, an the 
louds came, and the Winds blew, und 
eat upon that Houſe, it immediately Fell; 
and Pa Was the Fall thereof. If we be 
| 40 as to give way to Flatterers, 
20 ſo Credulous as to believe tlie Senten⸗ 
ces of their Mouths, not only Withs 
out but Againſt the Dictates of the 
Almighty, and” go on expecting Eter- 
nal Happineſs upon no ſolid Foundation; 


ol t us, free from our "Miſtake, and 
W Experience diſcover to us 

995 anity of our Hope. In ſuch a 
caſe our whole Lives 1 _ochin ng elſe 
but a Dream and a Deluſion, and we 
meet With the uſual Diſa ppointment of 


fa ch a. State. For as . xxx. 
., 22 oat And e 10 


Cale, but he* avdkith, and bis Foal 4 


Empty ; Or as inben 4 thir Ben Dream 


eh, and behold he Drinketh,' bat he Awas 


Eeth, and behold he i Faint, "41d by Soul 
bath 4 petite: Even fo 4 wicked Man, 


Buoy's up with 4 N__ of being 


212. 


Reproof | „ 1 


Pen hey come to Die 151 are | 
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the 10 reat and notable Day of the Lord 
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lending an Far and giving up his Time 
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Righteous, walks about this World 
Dreaming of Happineſs when a, ge 


Rep 


but when the Night is far Spent, nay, 
Gone, and the Day is not only near bu N 
appeareth, behold his Hope proves 
Empty and Vain, and he ſees himfetf 


dearly as he is, and finds his Expeta- 


tion moſt miſerably .Deceiy*d. The 


3 


romis'd. Comfort diſappears, all that 
2 told him proves * de Palle, Af 
fairs ſtand quite otherwiſe than he ima. 
gin'd,, his treacherous Peace is turn d 
into everlaſting Sorrow, and he te- 


ceives too late a Conviction of the fa- 
tal Diſcourſes of his pretended Friends, 


With what an unha Py Mixture of 
oful Paſſions muſt now 
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is Breaſt con- 
tinually be Rack'd? When he fees his 
Judges. Smiles turn'd into Frowns of 
Terrour, and hears . the Sentence of 
Come ye Bleſſed, to his Surprise, on a fud- 
den chang'd into Go e Cur, ed, how can 
he avoid Being angry with hitſelf for 


to the Diſcqurſcs. of thoſe, who ſpake 
to him Smooth Things, WhO Mere” La 
Deceits? When the Sole of Infupporta- 
ble, Endleſs Miſeries preſs bart upon 
him, and Hell he is conducted to in- 
tead of Heaven, how, can he with ff, 
ficient Indignation reflect on the wy 
nad : men 
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ments of his Condition 3 Encompaſs d 
with Bitterneſs he may'/juſtly Curſe the 
Betrayers of his Soul. Here no Paſ- 
ſion can Exceed, no Expreſſion be too 
Sharp, polo! Reſentment'carry?ditoo- High. 
Then the miſpent Time will ſpring up 
in his Mind, and his credulous Temper 
be Self condemn'd, and the poiſonous 
Principles which he Imhib'd with  Plea- 
ſure brought to his Remembrance, and 
whatever paſs'd in Convetfation with 
his Companions, come freſh into his 
Thoughts, and every Reflection gives 
new. Occaſion to curſe his om Weakneſs 


and their Treachery, and ſets a Ken 


Edge upon his Enſla ved and Enraged 
Soag L ebe ING een 

d Las „bon 36% nenen 
And if They be in the fame Place f 
Torment (which there is abundayr Res- 
ſon to fear) perpetual Reproaches will 
bean Additional Torment to what the 
Endure. Till be natural to alled 
by way. of Exclamation, If it had not 
been for Tow, I had been Happy; had 
Jou been Silent, I had never heard the 
Groanings of this Place; whatever now 


Ay Sufferings are, Tour Treachery has 


pineſs you Vain Promis d? Why do you 
not Secure to me what you once pro- 
C2 pos'd? 


brought me to them; Where's the Hap- 


— — — 
ed Reproof. 
pos d 2 Alas, all Tour Words, Unhappy I 
_ and. worſe than empty Sounde; my 
Hapes are utter Periſtfd, - hy your 
means, I am doom'd to this Anguiſh, 
Run'd, Loſt, Undone, and that for 
Mai t Hi, Si Joo 20 19h 
20H eon ein bas bail 25, 
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Occaſion mai ha, is poor Comfort under 


Misfortunes, where there is no Reme- 
dy. But Poor as it is, it evidently 
ſewys, not only how Juſt the People 
might. in this World, but how Certainly 
they will in the Next, curſe the To 
f Rim, That fayeth unto the Wicked, Thos 
rt Righi tas. There may be concur- 
ring Cauſes, which, during this State, 


Blind the Viſion of the Soul, and By 


the preſent Judgment of Perſons; but 
the Eyes of herenfter will be Open'd, 
and Damnation joun'd With the Loſs of 
their: imagina ry Heaven, will force the 


Tongue to condemn the Author of the 
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for the Good . Benefit of each — 


This undeniable End, join'd with that 


Love which is due to our Brethren, are 


_ © engaging Motives to talk without Re- 


ſerve in all material Caſes wherein we 
are Mutually and Eternally concern'd. 
For upon theſe Grounds That muſt needs 
be an Unwarrentable Silence, Which pre- 
vails upon us to fee” 4. ͤ— Neighbours, 
Priends, or Com Sin on Pre- 
cuouſly, and let hem } 
Peril 1 without Rebuke. 
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| _ theſe-are ng A 
Natural Reaſon to uſe this Freedom of 
Reproving ; ſo our Neproof for the ſane 


Reafons ought to be ſo guided as to 

Strike" againſt thoſe Sins to which 2 
are ſound to be the moſt addicted. For 
: gy Diſcourſes cannot poſſibiy be ſo 
Cloe P in particular Caſes. 
One neceſſary 
the Heart, is better, than twenty wide 
| Notions made clear to the Head.” 'To 
repreſent to a Perſon in lively: Chars- 
&ers the Evil and Danger of the Sin he 
Loves, will traly tend to Ae 
1 Soul. "Whereas in 
this, it may be eſteem'd little elſe 4 
Los of Breath, 6r a vain Amuſement, 
i 7 21 ; to 


| SUE 


vhs: a 


feful, do a Wee of that Good, as 
Principle laid home to 


ſter, we know that rhou art True, aud tea- 
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1 L 23 
to — ſuch Sins to an 1. one, 
as he hath neither Inclination nor ta- 


tion to commit. This ſhews the Bape 
diency; the Necelſity of Applying our 


| — 1 By to the Gone of 


the Freedom to Op- 
— and cs the Vices Peculiar to 


— Places Where we Live, and the Ber. 


ſons with wwe we Converſe. | A 


1 din farther; the Fu bf God, * Re- 
verengt for his Expreſs Revealed Laws, 
may be added to this V/e of Speech and 
Love of Mankind, and more than pre- 
ſum'd as an Additional. ee to 
lay this Duty more ſtrongly upon Con- 
ſcience. And if any Regard be more- 
over had to thoſe Illuftrious Examples 
which we are bound to Imitate, and 
which recommend an Obedience to the 


Commands of God with an Heroick | 
Zeal and Conſtancy, we muſt be pro- 
voled to $0! us do Likewiſe. I 


= he very Phiri zes gave this Chara- 
cer of our [Phe Mat. XXII. 16. Ma- 


aheſſ the Nu of God in Truth, beithey ca- 
Te) — a ae; for thou regurdeſt not 
1 of Men. And the Character 
was exactly verified by his particular 

C4 -  Diſcourtes 


24 Yf Reptoub 
Diſcourſes and Actions of his Life. For 
| ſo far was he from Smothering the Truth 


for fear of Man, that he Boldly Rebuked 


Vice in Perſons of the Higheſt Authoyi- 


ty. He incurr'd indeed the Peoples 
Hatred and the Rulers Malice, who. 


were uneaſy upon being diſturb'd in a 


Vicious Courſe. But he would not be 


ſo Falſe to his God, ſo Treacherous to Man, 
as to forbear to Teltifie of the World 


that the Deeds thereof were Evil, and to 


tell the governing and prevailing 

of the Nation of the — 
Gloſſes put upon the Law, and the de- 
teſtable Hypocriſy they were provo - 
kingly Guilty of before God. 


SY 04313. 1; 443 * f Un s 34 13131 
The Gaſpel informs us, Mark vi. That 
Herod the Tetrarch had a. very great 
Opinion of John the Baptiſt, that he 


Fear d him, knowing be was a Juſt and Holy 


Man, that he Obſerv d him, and when he 


Heard him, did mam things and Heard him 


| Gladly, Yet Favour and Reſpect, tho? 
Particular and Engaging, did not H 


tte judgment, nor Higert the Admoni- 


muſt tell his Kind Admirer of: his Favou- 


rite Vice, of the Unlawfulneſs of his In- 
ceſtuous Marriage, thoꝰ it was attended 


with a fatal Conſequence, by the. hy es 
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When 8. Paal, 4. iv. aha bro 
DD Felix the Roman See. 


Fe of his being a 1 at the Bar, 


did not at all cha familiar Con- 
— erence with his Ha 8 but he freely. 
Jauch d upon the known and prevai 
Vices of his Liſe. Joſephus gives a parti- 
cular Account of his tempting Drufille 
from her Marriage Bed and Suceee ing 
in that Attempt; Tacitus mentions 
cruel Oppreſſion in rhe Province, an 
the Scriptures hint to us one Part of 
this Character from his Expectation f 
Bribes for the Releaſement of Paul. 
The Senſe of theſe things made this 
Great Apoſtle; Diſcourſe of Juſtice and 
Chaſtity, — a ſtrict Account to be given 
for the Breach of theſe Duties, that ſo 
Falix might be ſenſible of his Great Op- 
Patte u Adulterous Marriage. A And 
enſible indeed he Was to a very high 
Degree of Commotion upon * o wer- 


ful Sermon, which excited. at the ſame 


time the ſtrong Conviction of his 
— bs be. reaſow d of! e 
reouſneſs, . I mperance and, VO 2 it | 
came, Feiler T. — n 


N i 215 ACM 99 Me 


x 5 7 ON 
9 * po 
111 * 

1 G 


tho* the Miniſters” of Chrif are princi- 
pally concern'd in obſerving theſe Ex- 


_ atnples, and may and ought to uſe this 


Freedom in ſuch 4 largeneſs ef Extent, 
and by ſuch different Ways in ſome Ca- 
ſes, as is Unlawyful for Lay-Chriſtians to 


- 


Duties and Vertues, in all Acts of Wor- 
ip and Charity, we are without Ex- 
ception univerſally obliged to ſet our Sa- 
viour and his Apottles' as Patterns before 
us, and age? Copy after the Examples 
they have gien üs. Now, ſince the 
Duty of Reproving nniverlally 'Binds, 
tho in different Meaſures acrordin t 
the different Circumſtances of Chritrans, 
0 gary Chriftian is ri to nſe the fame 

ecdom they us'd, fo far às his Friend- 


4 ſhip and Authority reaches, and where 
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r, The Guilt of Unchri- 


ſerve and 


ſtian Silence, which ſome, who wou'd be 


thought Prudent C hriſtians but are rather 


ily fall in 
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der the Pretence and 
For Silence is ny, commonly 


9 in No Cafe to be a Crane, and 
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in Several Caſes to be an 1 5 5 
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one another." But ee 
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be ſhewn to if any Obellente be 
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and his Apofttes, and the oy ren 
that ate or 8 been in the World, be 
worthy of Imitation, all theſe wit h a 
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ces call upon us to Cry Aloud and Spare, 
not, and Lift ap our Voices like a Trum- 


pet, and Shem thoſe People. their , T3 anſ- 
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our Care, our F ee, 1 ou. ee 
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Throne, when a Moſes Lifts up his Voice 


to Admoniſh, Exhort, and Rebuke, the 
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Aive Authority, may do God, their 


Country, their Brethren, their Religion, 
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9 Secondly, As Authority, ſo F Von 4d is 


another conſiderable Qualification in a 
Keprover, to render his particular way 
of Calling the more acceptable co his 
Hearers. For as Intimacy gives us an 
Opporrusity ei obſerving, nor only 'the 
Eecellencle but Failims, the Defects as 
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well as Perfections, of our Friend: 80 
this way of Converſation, will afford us 
a proper Time to ſpeak of them to better 
Advantage, than any others are capable 
of doing. For we can take ſuch a time 
to mention them, when they are at the 
greateſt Leiſure, when they are in the 
cooleſt Temper, and all other Circum- 
ſtances promiſe ſair ſot a Candid Hear: 
ing and a Speedy Amendment. And 
Oh! How happy, happy wou'd it be, if 
Strict Friendſhips were improv:d to ſuch 
Noble Purpoſ ts. oben en 
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ought to be qualified with Judgment 
2 Temper, as well ag Author ig and 


my 3 #Þ * + + 14 1 1 Ton 
» $1115.31 f UNS: etaghi itt ln 


14,1090; ei gif , 30 EW. in 30/1 
With tos. ;the Duty, 
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nice in abundance of material Cir- 
cumſtances, that the leaſt Omiſſion in 
any Part fruſtrates the moſt honeſt and 
ſincere Intention. And therefore he mult 


dious Mind, and diſcerning Spirit, whole 
Talent enables him ta take ſo right 
Compaſs an this Matter, as to afford a 
reaſonable Proſpect of à comſortable 
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makes us uneaſy at the 2 * 
promotes neither the Honour of 'God 


nor the Good of our Brother. A o 


k But on the contrary, Meet neſi and 
| Humility are very 22 Qualities. 


There is an engaging Power in a win 
ning Mildneſs and a calm Concern. 


For this way of Addreſs is becoming 
one Creature and Chriſtian toVards ano- 
ther, gains A4rrextion- and Luxe, and 
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the moſt Effectual to govern the-unruly! 


Wills and Affections of Sinful Men; 


Miſaom and Charity are prevailing Mo- 
tives upon us all to endeavour the At- 
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Ebarohiy The laſt Quiliſcatian reijui-· 
lite in a Reprover, to render his particu-· 
lar way of Calling the more acceptable 
to his Hearers, is Goodneſs. And this 
Crowns all the reſt, and will Pierce the 


deepeſt into the Mind and Heart. For 
he, Who ſets up for a Reformer of the 


World, for the ſake of others as well as 
his dn Salvation, ſtands need to be ve- 


ry Regular him ſelf, and abſtain, not on 


rom ve Evil, but as far as poſſible from 
all Gr a wwe Evil. The World is 
uic 
ja be creprov'd; and this makes them 
wonderfully inquiſitive after the Charas 
cer of him who''oppoſes: their Vices, 
and makes them alſo apt to ſwell pardo- 
nable Imprudences into aggravating 


Crimes. And if any real Errour be 


found in the Condu of his Life, and 
the Man be addicted to any one particular 


Vice, the Sinner . begins to think he 
A D may 


ſuch a Command is an Excellent Perfe- 


ſighted, and a wicked World hates 
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Such A; e and reaſanable, Senſe 

= of t things occaſion d our /; Saviour :::to; 
| lay down the following Directions in 
= his Eternal Goſpel, as Standing 
to be en, 
* Vile. 3, 4 5 beholdeſt 
4 the Mote that is in thy Brothers 
Eye, but conſidereſt not the Beam that 16 
"i thine om Eye; Or, 8 thou [ay 
thy Brother, 4 — eut the Mote 
2 of tm Ive; and behald « Beam is 
NA Eye 7 Thon a a 

_ out ah bs out of tine own Eye; 
and then ſhalt thou. ſer clearly to caſt an 
n ens W. 


Now by the Elegant Reſemblances 
here made uſe. of, our Lord and Ma- 
ſter clearly conveys to our Nds, and 
cloſely . offers to our Practice, oo 
Moral Inſtructing Truths. Fir, 1 
it is highly unreaſonable to paſs an 1 
ward unmerciful Judgement on Sin- 
ners, when we are greater 
Faults our ſelves; hy - beholdeſt * | 
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clearly to caſt out the * out of thy 
Brother's Eye. | 


Doubtleſs the  Admonitions, the Ex- 
hortations, the Rebukes of thoſe, who 
let their Light ſo 5 ſhine before Men, that 
they may ſee their Good Works, who 

rove the Value of an Immortal Soul 
- the e. care they take of 

ew owf, will upon that account be 
highly — and favourably heard. 
By this means they will be thought 
to be in Earneſt and Sincere, that they 
believe what they ſay when they ob- 
ſerve what they preſeribe, that the 
tell us the Truth, and wiſh us w 
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And then we hal be prom wary not 
only to hear their Advici der to fol- 


low their Examples, and 5 a mow 


Imitation join together. to 
Father which. is in Heaven. his . 1 
the way to gain upon a vicious Age: 


Whilſt good, Inſtructions from a wick- 


K Ss do rather raiſe Doabtings in 


the Mind concerning Truth, than Re. 


folations of Obedience in the Heart. 
And if we do not find in our ſelves 


theſe Qualifications I have mention 'd; 
e beſt Method in this caſe would 


be to recommend this charitable Of 
fice to thole, n are ner * it. | 
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Other Directions towards the Succeſs of 4 
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Reprover is oblig'd to conſider the 


: Character, Circumſtances, «And Diſ⸗ 


poſitions of the Perſon he reproves; not 
to M:ſ-time the Reproof; to do it in as 
Private a Manner as is poſſible; to have 


Ko other End than a conſtant aim at the 


Reformation of the Offender, and yet not 
to be 7 Chiding neither; and to 
Pray to God for Direction and Succeſs. 

Firſt, A Reprover is to conſider the 
Charakter, Circumſtances, and Diſpoſi- 
tions of the Perſon he reproves. For in 
the Diſcharge of this Duty we muſt co- 
py after the Example of St. Paul, who 
1 Cor. ix. 22. made himſelf all things to al 


Men, that he might by all means ſave ſome. 


We muſt not, cannot ſuppoſe this Great 
Apoſtle to. be of a ſervile Temper by the 
Obſervation of this Rule, or to mean a 
flattering Application to the various and 
{hifting Changes and - Diſpoſitions of 
Mankind. But he walk'd i= Wiſdom 
towards them that were without, and has 
taught us the Leſſon of uſing different _ 
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Arguments and Methods with -different 
Perſons to carry on the ſame End. Di- 
vine Providence has made ſo viſible a 
Diſparity in the Stations, Perfections, 
Tempers, and Endearments of the 
World, that, if we intend to work up a 
Frame of Goodneſs, much more if we 
hope to rebuke with Succeſs, the fame 
manner of Addreſſing and Reproving 
muſt not be us d promiſcuouſly to all. 


When Nathan was ſent by God himſel 
to reprove David for his Adultery and 
Murder, the ſenſe of a Divine Com- 
miſſion did not deſtroy the Maxims of 

Prudence, nor cauſe the Prophet with a 

blunt unbecoming Rudeneſs to tell his 

Sovereign directly of his Sins: But he 

treats him as a King, and by an excel · 

lent Parable, adapted to the Occaſion, 

ins the conſenting Reſertment of the 

Prince's Mind, before be comes up to 

the cloſe Application of ii Sam. xit. Thou 
art the Man. We find this Method ob- 
ſerv'd by a Greater than he, who was 
ſtiled More than 4 Prophet. For how 
plain ſoever our Saviour was in many 

Caſes, he condeſtended, to manage the 

World in a manner ſuitable ech Va- 

rious Diſpoſitions he met with, — 

ticularly made uſe of Parables in reprd: 
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The Reſult of my Argument engages 
us to regard, whether the Reproved 
Perſon, as to his Station, be a Superiour or 
Inferiour ; whether as to his. Tamer he be 
mild or obſtinate; whether as to his Af- 
feſtions to us, he be a Friend or an Ene- 
my. For every one of theſe Circum- 
ſtances muſt be weigltd in the Balance 
by a Wife Rebuking Chriſtian, who in- 


tends God a Service, and æ Benefit to his 


Neighbour. Some are to be reproved 
Diretly, and ſome by Hints, one! Mild- 
, and another again Raagiih, theſe with 
abundance of Caution, and al in a man- 
Obi ging. 31 HOW 3 
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Second, A Reprover: is co uſe ſuch 4 
Conſideration, as not to Mi tims the 
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In ſome Caſes it may be neceſſary to re. 
prove even at the Tie of the Commiſ- 
ſion of the Crime. Becauſe then the 
Conviction may be the more ſenſible and 


ſtrong, and no Opportunity in the leaſt 


offer; d of contradicting the Matter of 
Fact. And thus our Saviour's caſting 


his Eye by way of corrective Remem- 


brance upon St. Peter, at the very time 
of the Crowing of the Cock, Lake xxii. 
61. touch'd the Heart of the Apoſtle 
with the warm Feeling of his treache- 
rous Denial, and made him go out! and 
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But in wot. Caſes it may ſeem expe- 


dient, to allow a kind of reſpiting Di- 


ſtance between the Offence and the Re- 


-buke. Becauſe the Nature of the Crime 


may be ſuch, as to take away the Clear- 


. neſs and Coolneſs of the Sinners Temper, 
and then 'tis impoſſible we ſhould be 
heard, or meet with any ching but a 


-brutiſh;Anſwer. , Vain and imprudent 
wou'd it be to reptove a Man for Drun- 
kenneſs when he was actually Drunk, 

ſince provoking Expreſſions may be rea- 

. ſonably 
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and his inflamed Blood and Spirits. Re- 


| peated Curſes are indeed the raſh, but 


yet too common, Returns, when we un- 


ſeaſonably check a Prophane Swearer 


and Blaſpheming Wretch. And to be 


inſtead of appeaſing Wrath, only adds Paſ- 
Mad neſs. fur 10 WT e 
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To Mien in theſe and the like Circum- 


ſtances Silence is the moſt diſereet; and 
we may innocentiy uſe thoſe Words which 
Felix from a wrong Intention ſpoke to 

St. Paul, Alis xxiv. 25. Go thy-way: for 


this time, when' I have « convenient ſeaſon 
Twill call far thee. For certainly the Delay 
cannot weaken the Strength of the Cauſe, 
nor leſſen the Heinouſneſs of the Fact, 
but add much to the Succeſs of the Re- 
proof and the Reformation ofthe Offender. 


_ Thirdly, Another Circumſtance requi- 
ſite to be oblery'd by a Reprover, is, to 


do it in as private à manner as poſſible. 
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By which I mean, The- being ſo far 


from reproving an Offendetr in a publick 


manner, and before a Multitude of Hea- 


rers, that we ſhould on the contrary — 
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ther cover his Sins, and make it in abun · 
dance & Caſes one great Part of our Bu- 
ſineſs to contal them from the Knows+ 
ledge of the World. | Becauſe there is 
ſuch-4 fivetted Modeſty in Humane Na+ 


ture, that the Fear and Senſe of Shame 


proves a' powerful Reſtraint from many 


Salvo to Reputation and a ſecured Cre- 
dit, propoſes a doable Advantage to gain 
4 more eaſy 
Good of- —.— the Cearneſs of tlie 
promoted; one of the 


chiefeſt —.— 
true Intereſt of the next, carry —— 
a conſpiring Force. And — can reſiſt 
Impreſſions: _ —_— A Check ſo 
vate will be deep and lafting, 
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Beſides, The Bfficacy of this Method 


appears by the unhappy Effect of the 


Contrary. There is an — " e/ifh Pro- 
verb,” Paſt Shame, paſt Gr. 
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'orld, the Loſs of his — cpr 
tion renders him careleſs in his | 
Conduct. 7 — 2 wo — is arriv'd - 
ee O as not to 
care what any Body ſays of him, Inn. 
dence follows of courſe, and Hardzeſs of 
Heart comes cloſe aer it, and the „ 
is given to all manner of Impiety. He 
thinks whatever he commits, his Chara- 
cer cannot be 1 however not re- 
ſtor'd. And within what Bounds will 
ſuch an one be conſinꝰd? This is an un- 


n, and the Diſc 


anſwerable Arg t for ſecret Admoni- 
tions and cloſe ( againſt divul- 
ging the Faults of others, and for vepro- 


vin ina ue a manner OE pa f 


Fourth A Reprover, is to have no 
other End than a conſtant aim at the Re- 
formation of the Offender, and you not 
to og Ry GY, neither. 


As to the Grit; Branch of im Dire 
tion, when all is ſaid and done, any 
28 alte will ſpoil the w 
Rebuke. G04 will judge 
— bot b An according to the In- 
— which was the firſt Mover. _ 
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Man — caſe does act by "the fans 
Meaſure, as far as the Intentions of 


| 2 come to * rang nhy by us. 


4 v4 


No Expreſſion can eriuniph with -more 


Power, than thoſe. which include the 


true Intereſt of the Perſons to whom 
they are addreſs d. Though Words 
may be ſo Piercing as to touch us to the 
quick; yet mutual Kindneſs cauſes a re- 
gard to reciprocal Diſcourſes, and no- 
thing is taken ill from one whom we be. 
lieve to be our ſincere Friend. When 
we know a Perſon truly loves us, ſpeaks 
conſtantly in order to our Happineſs, up- 
on occaſion directs and ſerves us in tem- 
poral Affairs, but principally aims at the 


Good of our Souls, N is ſaid we 


cloſely liſten to, and the Senſe of theſe 
things ſweetens even the Bitterneſs of a 
Nn 90 Wee A , 


But if * Temporal Defign if. a 
| Shew of Authority, if any Air of III- 


nature, if any Appearance of Contempt, 
be perceiv d to 7x together with our re- 


proving Sentences, let the Errours be ne- 
ver ſo Apparent, let the Guilt be never 
ſo Heinous, let the Arguments be never 
ſo Strong, u _ theſe — all is 40ſt 


and to no effect. Here a fur Opportuni- 
ne) n 


r 


* 


400 and thus their 


IO Rep 


77 is Alorded to the Wicked to 5 
prevent a well; meant Fj 25 
3 kindled, and 41 


for Hoe brick, ar Lene wet 


how 145 N 
Aud yer we, ee ro 
aimat - the der; Vet wwe 
muſt not be e neit 


this. «x 14. — Reproac 
Fron and carries more e of  Sower- 
hr than Religion alon 7 1 Se! 1 5 
ſure it will be en BHS 

gagin g Charact er, Ach, the 918 | PE 
m ee of: an Ho 1 bah ot: oF 
he eh 25 "Up : 15 ro 
always be chiding, neither ke 221 he his Anger 
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ay. weaken, the, Authority 
of his Skis 3 loſe the Effect of — 


Zeal, by — 4. hiding. Repeated 


Expreſſions are Nauſeous, and frequently 


rebound without the leaſt Im- 
preſſions: Whilſt Rebukes ſel dom ule, but 
when uſed, apply of with 4 Fand gi- 
ven bome, 7 1 _ into.th 


former is by cuſtom, at laſt eſteem'd Js be 
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Force of Religion, "and'this makes them 
to gire the more ef bell. 
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Fifthly and Lafh, n re is't6 


279 y.to God for Brection and Succeſs. 


For as God is the Fountthn 1 of Wiſdom, 
and the Source of all Power; So "tis He 
that muſt dre us how to walk in Wil. 


dom towards them that are with 
and tis He alone that can order the unrl 


ly Wilts' and Affections of finful Men 
very 


Method we may pitch upon, all 


the Fe we may frame, will 


We adviſe, and Wwe may repro 45 
venfing, the ' Grace of G 


ye Weakneſs and Blind, unleſs gill 
'a Beam of the Heavenly win 
dye maß correct and we 
but all will be in vain, phe prs 
the fame time wor them to te 
der our Fndeavours 2 7 — e 
12 every good Chriſtian apply to 


the Throne of God toprevent 25 i. al 
ſuch Deſigns with His! fe 


3 
Favour, and to further him with his 
continual Help, 5 ut = pony Words 
into his. Mouth, io 

of his Hrs Py; mollific hoy rt 
and create obedient © Ears, that ow 


Work of Reformation may go on and 


proſper. A Petition zealoully offer d 
with 


» em; nie >. ODER, 


with. ſo 
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pious an Intention, Will on 


1 be receiv'd by him w- 
and, an additional 


oer d, wi may perceive” In- 
ſtruction, Tech e Re- 
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tion, Looking round and Step 
Leifure, and taking every Erne 
into Conſideration, have rais'd the No- 


dleſt Structures, and fimiſwd Affairs of 


the moſt important Conſequence. Whrlft 
ancient Hiſtories and daily E 
afford memorable Inſtances « 


Succeſs of Raſbneſ3'in publick 4 75 


vate, in military, and moral 


Affairs, and how many moſt excellen 
Ds: have been u and * 


by. the «blind: eee 2 haſty, 


0 1 nd 70 Di. 1 * l alt: 


bbs gs bas 19's 1 1s 
* hriſtian R oof is a 


ee Duty, has the moſt 
admirable Ends in view, » Might tily tends 
to the Glory of God, clo wt purſues 


1 e of Man, and highly 


Re 427 * in the; World., But 


lee and Contrivance mult be 
lng a wor admitted, before. ſuck 
complicated Bleſſings can 'be laid, laid, con- 
vey d, fun ae 
den If we be. not very circum- 
in the; minuteſt) Circumſtance, 
— e Ns ng) as to Time, 
Place, Perſon, and Manner. And Raſh- 
21 is the Natural Parent of Miſtakes 
and Hrrours. Let us be never ſo ſins 
= in our Intentions, if we be not 
Wiſe as well as Good, we ſhall m5, if 


not of our Reward from God, yet of 
our Succeſs aue Men. The Succeſs 


muſt fall vaſtly. ort of our Expe ca- 
tion, ſhou'd., vouchſaſe to "bleſs 
and reward. our well mt ant, but miſta- 
ken Zeal: And our Reward to be 


ſure will not be ſo Glorious, as it 


Wou'd have been, had our Endeavours 


been ſo Se Projected as to have 


ä ved cliecual. 
oy Oh 


dg unto Per- 
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tiouſly applied! But there ate 
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Oh kn bet Us 150 well Adviſed TY 
Germs A Careful, how we go about, 
perform ls nice 4 Buty. For 

4 e Miſtakes ma may be made; 
ſince ſuch a: auniber of Circumſtanoes 
muſt be conſider'd ; ſince 10'mnch Good” | 
depends upon the avoiding of tlie 
Miſtakes v4 4 due Conſideration" of 
the Circumitances, We may ealily think! 
too little, but can never be too rautions;! 
and therefore it beſt becomes us to be 


Wer as we can. gO T8 0 
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5 indeed be fu pos d, let the Reb — of | 


never ſo feaſonably us'd, never i cau- | 


Grqunds tor the Certainty of a more 25 
vourable Opinion upon ſecond "Thoughts 
and due Conſideration,” There are ves 

few. Sinners, how provoked ſever at 


_ the beginning; but; when tliey do, and 
leer and coulider the che Halls and 


cad 
ew 


— r 


tives of Advice, e, wil de ROE to = 
theix kind Ad moniſhers for the * 


. the Miſchiefs they prever 
intended Good they perceive, A... 


their Hearts overflow) with Gratitude 


and oy and, uns | ſerious, - 3 
believe they are rea dy to expreſs * 
abundance of pleaſing Satisfaction tlie 
thankful Regard they have for their Per- 
ſons upon the account of their Counſel. 
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Buch an Gpinion will the conſiderate 
Part of the World entertain of a Re- 


. As he is in him- 
elf. But {ba be truly compar'd with 


his treacherous flattering Oppoſite, the 


Truth of the Eſteem will be the more 


apparent. He ſhall certainly meet with 
Favour, and juſtly meet with more Fa- 


vour, than an unworthy Flarterer. por 


whatever, Judgment may be at preſent 
2 of the one or of the other, when 


2 of both are ſeen through and 
Ger 


together, unavoidable Altera- 
tions will be made in dur Minds, and 


aut Opinions changed. The Hlatrerer 
lieth in Wait 7 3 the Rebuker. 
1 tech the Truth from his Heart. The 


Kebuber only propoſes he Good: of his 
Neigitbour by his Bun The Harte- 


rer 


ſounded, the Check N Sie 
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* wholly ſeeketh his own Intereſt; 
is ſerving particular N- Euds for himſelf, 
This is "uftable in all his Words and 
Ways; That is conſtam in his Aim, and 


immoveable in his Principles. A' good 


Bleſſing ſhall come upon 2. One; but the 


Curſe of God ſhall fall upon the Orher. 


The Deſigns of the One are (0 Baſe, Unge- 
nerous; and Deſtruckive, as yo Man can 


approve; and the Deligns of the Oth.r 


are fo Noble, Praiſe-worthy, and Bene 
fen as eve F wil commend. 1. 
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little time will be ſufficient to trace 
liſtover Sincerity and Treachery, 


Ai 


though Folly-and Pride ſeem reſoly'd to 
blind. But ſhou'd vain concurring Cau-· 
faruate our Minds, the 2 70 17 of 
NAG Men (which-p b pd 
proper ly, may not be lg Cong 9 
muſt 
1 aviken vstvlearey” 50 hts. When 
thoſe Misfortunes come to be our Por- 
kindly forewarn'd, and that Hapf ineſs 
biey K found to be lot, which was 


ſes for à Ile interc 1 Sight and in- 

rely open out Eyes, Will certain 

tion, Which we wou'd not believe, che 
xpeRted as it was cee 


ter us free from 1 of Pe 
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TY Of Reproot. 
And teach us to diſtinguiſh, know, and 
remember, whom to value, and - who 
was our ſincereſt Friend. In this caſe, 
if not before, what different Sentiments 
will, ſpring. up in our Minds, what dif- 
ſetent Characters proceed from our 
ane s, concerning him, who had the 
wept who had the Kjnd»eſi,: to tell 
our Faults, and with Perſeverance 
= preſs the Amendment of them to pre- 
vent eur Miſery.,, The moſt audacious 
Sinners, when poor and perſecuted, _ f 
flicted and trapp d in the Works of their 
on Hands, will juſtly condemaſuch as - 
ſoothꝰd them in their Vices, and ſaid, No 
Harm ſhall come unto you; and they 
will readily, call to mind who. wou'd have 
Dr them in the Career of their Vi- 
ces and how happy they had been, had 
8 they hey been 1o 95 e as to have hearken d to 
their Advice and obſerv'd their Counſel. 
And thoſe. wicked Men, whoſe ruſhing 
headlong into a diſmal Precipice has been 
prevented by kind Admonitions and bold 
Rebukes, with dilated Hearts and wil- 
ling Joy will praiſe their beſt and chiefeſt 

Bene factors, give them the Commenda- 
tion of true fincere Chriſtians, bleſs God 
yer al ap ag Power-unto Men and di- 

eir Vertue to do them good, 
and; _ unto - him to e them 
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but when I perceive my en Bo- 
ſom- Companion runs the hazard of loſing 


preh 
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for the vigorous Exerciſe of this higheſt _ 
Charity. 2140 th "a+ 112 * TH | t rey oh by | 4 
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_ _ Paſſion may form ill Language; and 
an angry Word may ſometimes drop, 


— 


my Friendſhip, rather than not endea- 
vour to keep me from ſinning againſt 
God, and ruining my ſelf; when brug 
Oppoſitions and monſtrous Ingratitude 
only ſerve to ſharpen his Zeal and dou- 
ble his Diligence, and he will not deſiſt, 
till either his Arguments prevail, or my Ob- 


ſtinaq prove inexcuſable, how can I for- 


bear to love and honour, eſteem and re: 
ſpect fo true a Friend? Time and Se- 
riouſneſs always ſets us 97 — in our Ap- 


But ſbou'd we ſuppoſe a -Rebuker 
to be defectiye in ſome Points of Prudence 
and Adareſs (as a very good Man for 
want of a perfect Knowledge of the 
World, may be miſtaken) the Sincerity 
of his well meant Zeal will, Lam ſure it 
ſhou'd, atone for circumſtantial Impru- 
dences and unavoidable Miſcarriages. 
And I may be bold farther to lay, a fin- 
cere Roughneſs is much more valuable 
than a courtly Diſſimulation. If * 
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if future Happineſs or Miſery, be of 
any Moment, there is all 12 in 
the World to believe, that, upon Conſi- 
deration, upon Experience, an honeſt 
Reprover, who has only the Honour-of 
God, and the Good of his Brother in 
View, and ſpeaketh the Truth from his 
Heart, though not in the moſt raking 
and Ne —_ 487 far 
vour'd | „ by Angels, an Me 
in their Tho — 1 
their Words, and in their Actions, in 
this and future Generations whilſt the 
flattering Tongue, which lieth in wait 
to A ſhall be condemned to ever- 
ha ſting Con Pts api o 1491 
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From this favourable Acceptance of a 
wiſe and rebuking Freedom, we may in. 
fer this: Obſervation, The little Fear of 
Aiſobliging in ſurh a Caſe. An Inference, 
not on GP 

be conſider'd, as ſtriking at the Root and 
Foundation of the chiefelt Hindrance in 
the Duty of Reproving. For dange- 
rous and miſtaken Civiſity lies at the 
bottom of ſuch a Neglect; and Men, I 
believe, are not willing to Reprove, be: 
_ Cauſe they are unwilling to Ol. 
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ughts, in their AﬀeRions, in 


irly drawn, but very uſeful t© 


33 
Now ſuppoſe Offence 3 be the 
Canſoquence, ve ought to obey God 
rather than Men, and anfwer dur Obli- 
gations to him, whoſe Favour ſoever ur 
may loſe, whoſe Diſpleaſure ſoever we 
may incurr, but we are in 2 4 
of ſuch a Conſequence; if we 2 
either Scripture, Reaſon, or Expe- 
rience, and our Reproofs- be temperꝰd 
as they ought. It 4 
one happy Circumſtance of Life to he 
c'd near an open e | 
cret Friend. Becauſe the ane for 
and the other for Love, will be ſare to | 
tell us of our Faults. But Which wax 
ſoever we come to the Knowledge of 
our Errours, we may, if we pleaſe, 
make a right and good Uſe-of che 
Information: And where there are o 
real nor apparent Grounds for a — | 
prover to be thought an Enemy, 
muſt go under tlie Character rp 
{incere Friend. A charming Chara- 
Fer indeed, a Character which in- 
cludes the Purſuit and Proſecution of 
the univerſal Happineſs of him, whom 
we thus cordially and truly Love, and 
- without ſuch an End, without ſfuch 
Demonttrations, Love is Auen ur ere 
of Love. "Ot 43971 151 31 ns DI To, 
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A us not then Unkingly — 


fand upon the nice Punctilioes of 


ſhew our ſelves Men, ſhew our: ſelves 


- only like the Phyſician's bitter Praught 


Nour, let not the 3 Fears of 


A ng ſtop our Advice, hinder our 
mp 


our Courage, and prevent 
our ö roofs. Let us remove theſe 


Ti dur 5-4 chaſe away theſe Fears, and 


.Chriftians, and do ve don for the Ci- 
ty of our God, for the uoceſs of our 
Religion. For our Brethren and Com- 
-panions Sate, let us boldly rebuke Vice, 
and not only wiſh them Proſperity, but 
(ſeek to do them Good, A conftant and 
unwearied Zeal will furmount all Dit- 
Hculties, and diſpel thoſe little Surmi- 
Jes, and Suſpicions which might ariſe 
in Men's Hearts upon the firſt Oppo- 
ſitions made to their Vices. Seeming- 
ly harſh Advice and unreli Re- 
Prools will be at the laſt confeſs? — 4 


the more Sict it makes us, the more od 
it does us; or like the Cuttings and 


Launcings of a Surgeon, which let out 


* 3 cr 


the corrupted Matter of the Sore to make 


4 ſpeedier and more perfect Cure. Bya 


Ready Application all Objections will va; 
»niſh away; and we recover our Reputa- 
"From, and cauſe it to ſhed forth-a/bright- 
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our Pains, and applaud our Doing 
tily thank us for ſtepping in between 
them and Ruin, and bleſs che Time that 


ever they convers d with our 
and heard ſuch Words proceed out of 
our Mouths. And ſince this is, this will 
be the Truth of the Caſe, if any 
am time heretoſore through tlie Bear of 
Diſobliging, have been prevaibd upon 


Counſels, to dari and preſumptuous 
Offenders, to wan ay. e benighted 


Chriſtians, I hope we: never more he 


wrought upon by ſo weak an Argument 
a a an 


but have ſo much Regard ity 
Trauth, as to ſpeak what we really think 
of one another, and ſpeak the Truth 
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er Luſtre. In this World, in the Next, 
at Preſent and Hereaſter, they will praiſe 
ings, hear- 
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of us at 
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fſuade us all, to follow the Advice, 
25 Wel as ualue the Perſon of Him, who 
s ſockind/as'tg'corre&us:in-cafe of Sin, 
and direct us 


apparent Truth; there are abundance fo 
Eb. as to givg a Friendly: Admanition 


the Hearing; allies are on 2s ſo Grateful 


as heartily to thank * 
hut all this availeth not any 
"this falleth ſhore of the Glory: 


Reſolution not to obſerve the Directions 


given, though ee to be good, „ 


continues in the Mind. 


Readineſs to obey, are the moſt neceſſa 
Inſtruments to Vertue, without whic 
neither Knowledge nor Practice can be 


obtain'd. This Diſpoſition is firſt and 
abſolutely requir'd by all Profeſſors in a 
Search after Truth, whatever the Scien- 
ges * be which we are reſolv'd to 


ſtudy. 


in caſe 0 Ignorance. | 
There are for ſo Pripbuus, as to oppoſe 


and their own Felicity, ſo long as a Fa 


A Hoeren rens esu cam, 


& Willingneſs' to be inform d and 


00e 


er 


ſtudly. And 
the moſt indiſpenſably requir d, when 
we apply · our Minds to know what God 


boneſt and gabi Heart 


Cr 


it is the moſt eminently, 


requires of us tu hi done, to underſtand 
Moral and Divine Matteta, where the In. 


clinations and A ffections of corrupt Na- 
ture in the Learner, is 


to clap a prejus - 
dicate Byaſs upon the judgment, againſt 
the Rules of the Iaſtramor. I am urea 
Deſire of Conviction, by the means of 
Information, is a Temper highly beco- 
ming Chriſ wes. weith * — viour 
expects + iſciples to ( orned : 
be-recerv?d':in che World. When the 
Heart complies with the Ear and Under 
e when we are willing to 
obey the Diſcoveries of Truth, the In- 
teation of our Saviour's Parable concer- 
ing the Seed ſown in the good Ground 
is ſpiritually fulfill'd. For as in order 
to a plentiful Crop, Regard is to be had 
to the Nature of the Sci, as well as the 
Goodneſs of the Seed: So in Improve- 
— 1 ers not only 
ound xe," but a happy D:(poſition, is 
requir d. This happy AE cm is the 


ken of by Chriſt, reſt, 
where the Word: of God is ſown, receiv'd, 
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Oh then out-of Obtditace. 1 to Chriſt, 


out-of Gratitude. to our out of 
Love to our — 
attain this 


to be 


. Mens * 
they — — UN be⸗ 
comes us tb convince them 0 their 
Errours, and ſet them free . their 
Miſtakes; but, if they tell us the Truth, 
let us heartily embrace, follow, _ 
obſerve it. Advice well given and 
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Grief) we muft confeſs it is, a Frown 


ſt Cauſe to fear the 


5 


When 1 0 0 becomes Barefac'd 


and  Modiſh, tis an _angrdteful Office to 


oppoſe it, and the Undertaker is fure to 


meet with the Contradiction of Sinners. 


Our Saviour eas from his own Experi- 


ence, ſaying, John vil, the World 
hateth, 25 20 4+ 8 1 it,” that 

Works thereof el. St. Pa bad 
occaſion © to Pk in the fame Strain, 

when he thus expoſtulates with che 
Galatians, Gal. iv. 16. Am I therefore be. 
come your Enemy, becauſe I tell you the Trath? 
But they did not deſiſt from their, Pro- 
ceedings, notwithſtanding theſe Diſad- 
vantages. They | boldly rebuk*d Vice, 
and left the fame KA to all WO. 
Chriſtians. 7 os 


al ati Reaſon * 2 HEY: ſame 
at our Hands. Becauſe the more pre- 
vailing any Corruption is, the more ab- 
ſolute neceſſity there is to .oppoſe it. 
For the longer it is continued, the 
more provoking it will be to Golf, and 
the more fatal upon the Converfitions. 
of Men. And he, that is Remifs in 
this Duty, and ceaſetli to reprove, becauſe; 
the Generation is Perverſe and does 
not love to heat of it; is either raid 
of Man „ of Chriſt. 


2115 139 
4 


F bas efore ' 


T4 


— — , «—Al ˙ ü m ·]́p—p — 
- -Q 


out a right E 4555 VEL n. 2255 Pg 


= is more neceſſary before. us the 
Sin, and .Dange 2 Wa Fo 8 bad pr to 


| Favoarers of the 


| Therefore. tho” Drunkenneſs in this 
Age evails like a mighty Torrent, and, 
the Tons. againſt it, be like p 


upbraid. any or having been 


to e 08 to become bots 


For w hen the have a ſenſe and con- 


Viction ot the, aty of (Tempe rance and 


repent 


Ale the Oe. | STS vey will per- 
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5 


To prevent «ea 22 Ace 
we mul wage Notions and 
we ha of ing, be fore, we can Py 


ceed in an 1 8 Which in the pre · 

ſent 1 wou'd. be a moſt . uk 

ask, \ EP F to, ks the, Opinians and 

Fee of 19 19g govt, Theo and 
ice. 


But we have more 
conſtant and ſtanding Rules to be our 


f Guides, than the een Humonrs 


and 
41015390 T 
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1 Mas Ko 
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— Aer of of vain erſor Luls 
by "which. we x4 1 Ins 1 5 


faves 8 he I mem 1 25 | 

10 and how £ far and bt wha t degree. 
It myſt be confels'd, that = 

. is neither to pt hr to gies 
etermin a ect 107 

Drink, e # s is, Fo 295 f 155 
a Ve ry 1 7 9 „ imipo 

to be preſerib'd. NE” ae ame 


vantity, which is 'zeceſſary for one Con- 
ſtiturion, wou'd be. ra 5 ano- 


- ther. fi cha $4) 319 1 a 2 28111 
d, 1 
. se 1 vin E down. ige Ralls, 
4 bt which the true 7 of Dru, | 


| neſs may be known. Fir, When 
Ar drinks Sch than his” 5 425 1 
| ftiturion will bear. TY Whe 
® cy more, than will con 
, true fe of the 17 ar 
ad WY his Mad and Sout. Tidy, 
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temperate, hes, he drinks more: than 


ore his Ne and itution will bear. 
55 Thirſt is a pls Diſeaſe w = 
bring along with us into the World. A 


" "Ba | Driaking 


155 Of Drunkenneſs 


Drinking is the Remedy, which Nature 
Has provided for it. Which makes it 
neceſſary for us to uſe it. Becauſe all 
Perſons are oblig'd',to continue and pre- 
ſerve their Life and Being by any law- 
ful Means. And yet we are not fo 
confinꝰd, as to dtink no more, than will 


bd 
7 


Heaven has not ſo narrowly Stinted us, 
but we may drink ſometimes for Re- 
'credtion, honeſt Delight, and the Wel. 
Beis of our Bodies. 


But when other Ends are ' propos'd 
different from theſe, nay, which abſo- 


lutely contradict the whole Deſign and 


Allowance of Nature, when the Point 
is carried on to, ſuch a height as to 
deſtroy the Being and Well. Being of our 
Bodies ; this is a, great degree of In- 
temperance and can be call'd by no 
other Name. For if the Spirits of a 
Man be inflam' d, inſtead of chear'd; or 
if he deſtroys his natural Heat and 
drinks himſelf into a Fever; or if he 
loſes his Strength and fills his Body with 

roſs. Humours ; or if he continues ſo 


Tong at the Wine, till he becomes un- 


ealy.in his Conſtitution, and a Diſorder 
begins, till his Head ! bran Dizzy and 
his Feet fail him, and the fad Effects 


Are 
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. juſt keep us alive. The Goodneſs. of 
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© Of Drunkenneſs, 
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are either felt by himſelf or Ace _ 


the World, Nis no Ro ment, if wy 


we pronounce him | guilty of Exceſs.” 


yo A 
= 


Secondly, A Man may be faid to A 
Intemperate, when he drinks more 
will eonſiſt with the true Ve of che Fr "Y 


culties and Powers of his Soul and Mind. 


This latter inſtance of ' Exceſs will na- 
turally follow the former. It is not poſ- 
fible, but a diſorder q Body muſt" create 


a diſorder'd Head.” Beeaule there is ſo 


ſtrong an Union between both; and 0 
mutual a Communication a a reci- | 
procyl Acting upon one ae 5 18 | 
But this Caſe is/to be extended 4 lt. 
tie farther,” Becauſe 4 Man may difor- 
der his Head, when he does not 'difor- 
der his Body. It does frequently hap- 
pen, that ſome Men's Brains are ſo Weat, 
that they are not able to bear that 
Quantity of Drink, which wou'd other- 
wiſe do their Bodies 20 Perm; nay, 
which might be Safe and Uſeful for Fin 
But whoever isof this Temper, and finds 
himſelf” ſo eaſily Overcome, muſt abſo- 
lutely abſtain from that Quantity, which 
does diſtemper his Reaſon Whatever d. 
ther Advantages might really be made. 
For tho Health be an Uinvaltable Bleſ- 


| 

3 
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Will is uncontro 


e Uſe: * fron Drink. 1 
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85 and we. are ay obli 2d to 1 pay: 
IVE. it; 5 yet we muſt not 
In, as runkenne moſt Seren Py 
And that moſt certainly 1 is Drunkenneſs 


which takes away the free Uſe - — 
erciſe of his inte 2 f Foal FculBGSr Ad 
g, an WEA- 


25 ee 8 0 
the judgment inders the 
Liberty of I . 
à fitter 8 0 than ra- 
tional Creatures. 4 Wig to a 
b Effet 


Fern a gun ; ut in doch 2 = Caſe every 
ms Be. for himſelf. For 1 
y down a Rule, whereby he may 


8 — this Judgment. And 8 


drinks to inch 4. Degree, that he loſes 


the Government of himſelf, and the Bea 


rides the 8 bus Þ his longue 5 60 to 


Faglter, et e proves 4 

and his Mind ſo Bette as to. as 
him. from giving 4 Tuner Ee 
his Soul 
that is Serious and, ; 9 2 thy u 8 


ten 79 and every thing aut ef order a- 
129 gſt 5 9 EW when theſe 
&C 


91 it 18 A \CEr tain 
Sign a 2 —_ of Exceſs or an 
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Thought and makes. a Man 


ſooner or 


e, and his: Affe 
a ons, inflam'd,and] his Imaginations heighs 
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guilty of Exceſs; when he drinks more, 
dep his 


reamſtapces will afford, the 


he ſhowd neither impair thee Healthof 
his Body, nor "diftury the Faculties of 


his Soul, Becauſe every N lan is rave 2 


to meaſure His Expences by His 
and not by another's: e An 
without this he can ttiether be H 105 
nor Juſt. 80 thar"he Who Has but 


ſmall Eſtate muſt eldom come intb 
Company, and much leſß into ſuch Cont- 
pany as may: tempt him to 80 

What he can allow, tho” he might . 


aud innocently go in other eſpekks. 


And if he Will idle e this Humour, he 
5 thay juſtly be callꝰ'd ic eee Perlen, 


it be to Poyexty. Which is 
moſt certainly true, if he Had only him- 
ſelf to maintain. But much more, when 
he has a Family to provide for. And 
when a Man drinks that at Night, which 
he has Work'd for all the Day, and ſpends 
perhaps on the Sabbath what he has 


Earn'd all the Week before, and which - 


ſhou'd have kept his Family all the 
Week after, I can ſay nothing to excuſe 
or extenuate the Practice. For, granting 
his Body and Mind to be in no Liforder, . 


he is however purity of Exceſs. Becauſe 
H 4 whatever 


— 2 a Man 1 1 with the Crys 
and. Wants of a ir and Children, he 
i ends intemperately. I had not mention d 
this kind of Exceſs, Was not the Practice 
common in the World, and the . 
A of it fatal and pernicious. 


Aſter all theſe Rules, which 1 ws 
110 down; it muſt be confeſs d that hte 
Are De of Drunkenneſs. For if he 
be Intemperats, who offends only, ainſt 
one of t r mee. 1 8 

ds againſt more, or all them. If 
he be Intemperate, who by Drinking ar 
orders his Body, he is much —— ſo 
who diſtempers his — as well as dif- 
orders his Body; and he again is ſtill 
much more ſo, who ruins his Eſfate at 

the fame time, that he deſtroys e 


ee nf his 5 Body. and Mad 
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ei n 1114 ode 
The Sinfulmſs of Drunkenueſe in General. 


OD in his good Providence deſign- 
ing our neceſſary Refreſhment has 
afforded us the Conventences of Life 
and poureth his Benefits upon us. But 
if we waſte any Bleſſing that God in 
2 beſtows, and uſe it to very ill 
Purpoſe, this is thwarting the End and 


Deſign of the Gift, and crofling the In- 


tentions of our All-ſaffictent Goverpour. 
Now certainly he that drinks intem- 
perately, drinks when he has no man- 
ner of Reaſon or Occaſion for ſo doing, 
and when he might as well, nay muct 
better, pour it upon the Ground. This 
extravagant Profuſeneſs and luxurious 


FOG is really a Sin even againſt the 


Law o 


Nature, and acting contrary to 
the Ends for which the Bleſſing Was 
granted. And what is this acting con- 
trary to the Ends of the Creature, but 
directly to Sin againſt the Creatour. I 
cannot ſee any Conſequence more plain 
and Natural, were we to proceed only 
upon the Principles of 'Reaſon. = — 
. allow 


allow'd to Recruit, Strengthen, and Re- 


freſh Nature, to drink ſo far as is con- 


ſiſtent with Reaſon, Health, and Vir- 


tue: But, if when we are indulg'd this 
Liberty by God, we will uſe it intem- 


perately, and tranſgreſs thoſe Meaſures 


which he has ſet us, and contradict 


thoſe Ends for which it was delign'd?; 
of hi 


there is a guilt Hale made of” th 
Liberty, for which we tand accountable 
to God. No wn he EM 


The Puniſhments which do generally 
attend or follow Intemperance, do fat- 
ther prove its Guilt. For the loſs 0 
Reputation, of Health, of Parts, of Strength, 
and of Efate, are the genuine and Ha- 
tural. Fruits of it, as I ſhall hereafter 


. 


more largely diſcover. But in the mean 


time theſe Puniſhments muſt be Took'd 
upon as the Pænal Sanitons of the 1 
tural Lam, and are convincing Argu- 
ments that we ſhou'd not follow ſuch 
a Courſe of Life. God wou'd not en- 
tail ſo many Curſes upon it, was not 
the Practice Sinful, and if he had not 
2 Mind that it ſhou'd not be purſu'd. 
When we perceive from the Quſes 
and Effects of things, that all Exceſs 
is Prejudicial to the Intereſt and. Hap- 
pineſs of Men; the God of Nature b 


theſe 
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theſe legible Characters has afforded ſuf. 
fieient Notice and Information, that 
| we ſhow'd be Sober, that we 


to be Guilty of: Exceſs. bh ACHE | C 
nn HL EH BITE OM U J hn 

And altho without the Benefit of 
Revelation we are certain, that Drun- 
kenneſs is a Sin: Let Heaven's reveaPd 


Will added to the Strength of Man's 


unenlighten'd Underſtanding ſtill fixes 


ence, We are thus commanded by our 
Saviour, Lake xxi. 34. Take heed to your 
ſelves, leaf at any. time Jour Hearts be 


overcharged with Sarfeiting and Drunken- 


neſs, This Leſſon is taught us by St. 
Paul, Rom. xiii. 13. Walk \ honeſtly as in 
the day, not in Rioting and Drunteuneſs. 
And in Epbeſ. v. 18. He exhorts us ſay- 


ing, Be not drunk with Wine, wherein is 


Exceſs; but le fill with the Spirit. From 
St. Peter, we receive this particular Pres. 
cept, i Pet. v. 8. Be Sober, be Vigilant. 
Now without any enlargement upon Paſ- 

fo expreſs, it muſt be acknow- 


ledg d, that no one can diſorder his Bo- 


o or Mind with an immoderate Uſe 
0 


Rrong Drink, Without being Guilty 
of a wilful Breach of the Divine Com- 


mands. 


In 
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ought not 
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10 this 1 1 dal caly add 905 
the Scriptures the Denunciation of God's 
Judgements 
Prophet 1/ai4h ſpeaks thus, chap. v. II, 


12. Moe unto them that "riſe up early. 


in the Morning, that they may follow ſtrong 
Drink, that continue until Night,” till Wi ine 
e them, And the Harp and the Viol, 
3 4 and Pipe, 
| cher Feaſts : But they regard wot the Work 
of the 214 neither conſider the Operation 
of his ans. As for thoſe whoſe Brains 
and Strength are ſuch, as to enable 
them to ſpend whole Pays in Drinking 
without being actually Drunk, there 
is a heavy Woe — to chem, and 
is ſet down in the 22 Verſe, Woe: unto 
them that are mighty. to drint Wine, and 
Men o 1 Strength to mingle  frong Drink. 
The Prophet - Habbakak pron 


make others Drunk, and place that hor- 


rid Guilt to their own account as be- 


ing the Cauſes of | it. Chap. «ii. 15. 
Wi unto him that giveth his Neig 6 
arink : Ibat putteſt tiny Bottle to hive, and 
7 him drunken. And as for the Goſ- 


1 l they are 1 a- 


au all theſe Sins. 


| Now 


againſt this Vice. The 


and Wine are ww 


— a vg my wy neo rr 


ounces the 
Judgments of | God againſt thoſe who 
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Prophets, his. Son, 
declare ſuch. pai 
kind of, Drunken, 
trop and Anguiſh, and the Wrath: of. God 


is only revealed from Heaven againſt; eve- 
# Soul of Mas. that doth Exul, Drun- 
denne 


1 W, We reer. 
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Now what God approveth, he re- 
wardeth ; and is ſevere againſt nothing 
5 but What iS ) diſpleaſing to him. 2 What 
is diſpleaſing to him muſt be Evil; be- 
cauſe he hateth nothing but Sin. And 
therefore ſince God has taken care by his 


(and his Apoſtles, to 
irticular- Woes againff all 
nneſs, and ſince Tribula- 


4 


is from this: Conſequenee muſt be 


a very heinous Crime. Think of theſe 
things, O ye Fodliſh and Unwiſe, and 


do not dare the Almighty to his Face, 


nor provoke his Power to Thunder 
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rityof God, and diſhonon 
by which wWe are ad. f 
the Chriſtians Liberty extends to à fler, 

ch and contonted Uſe © of the 


* V9. Re: DIG 1130 33 EUs 


of tte 
| 


* 
. x 5 
# #4 * 462 
13, Ir 
p P | 


© 


g the Name 


World, and we are not tied up with 
Touch not, taſte not, handle not; yet we 
are to be exceſſive in nothing. It is ex- 


pected, and reaſonably expected, that 
our Moderat ion in this Senſe ſbou d be known 


unto all Men. * 


1 When therefore we C briſtians tranſ- 


greſs the Vertuous Mean, and go be- 
yond the Limits we are ſet ; the Do- 


ctrine. of the Goſpel condemns our Pra- 


Ctice, and we loudly diſhonour the Re- 


ligion we profeſs. What more diſgrace, 


I. f.. Be © RS D&S... 


in the former Caſes Men are eſteemd 
Jong We, _ more in the laſt. 


ligion we have undertook ; and endiea- 


lieve to be condemn'd by the 


1 Drunk 2Nncts;' II 


fal Reflection can be put upon a Man, 
than a Diſagreement with his Character : 


A cowardly Soldier, a clouniſh | Caur- 


t oraat Schalain,; and an im 
ko ory are - — 
ſtent than à Drunken Chrifien.. And if 


970 DE - nnn OW. 
Let. us: then contin who we are, 


whoſe Names we bear, and whoſe:Re- 


vour by Sobriety to adorn our Proſeſ- 
ſion and anſwer the Obligations we have 
laid upon our ſelves, Exceſs is indeed 
condemn'd by the Law of Nature, at- 
tended with Natural Puniſhments to de- 
ter us from it, and ſo Heathens them 


ſelves are without Excuſe. Hut if CH. 
ſtians be not Sober, they are much more 
inexcuſable. Becauſe they /ſin againſt a 


greater Light, and — open Eyes run 


into ſuch Hxceſſes, as they know and be- 
Golpel, 
which they own to be the Revelation of 
the Divine Will to the World: by his 
Son, and pretend to ſquare their A — 
When Faith and Practice di 
we {in directiy againſt the Force of N 


ſcience. And what Cu can bis more | 


beat v102d; 
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" Secondly 


Death and Judgment. 
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this Duty | 
at the leaſt (which is every | Chriſtian's 


112 F 3 


1 161 Ws 7 01. | 
— As our- Can hu, —— 
in it ſelf requires us to live Sober} : 'So 
it is an Aggravation in Chriſtiaus to ein- 
temperate, becauſe it is contrary to that 


Watchfulneſs which is enjoin'd't them 188 


187 Accounts. EP, 
We are to — a repare * | 
ad p 12 both 
theſe are uncertain as to the Time, we 
ought always to tate heed,” that we be not 
overcharg d with Drunkenneſs, leaſt that Day 
come upon us unawares ; leſt that Day 
ſurprize us, and find us N to N 
Nr. ME ove 'Lord. 
We are to n * uh unto! 
Prayer. But how ſhall he perform 
every Morning and Evening 


indiſpenſable Duty) Who is Yrunk wien 
he goes to Bod, and urn n, 
when he wats 29-4 ft | 


Au 
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We are to watch and menen 
the Wiles of Satan, the Treachery of 
our Luſts and the Deceitfulneſs of the 
World. But how ſhall we be able to 


do all this except we be Sober. The 


Apoſtle ſets Sobriety before Vigilance, 
. | ; an 
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Of Drunkennefs,' 113 
and immediately adds the. Reaſon of 
it, Be Sober, be Vigilant, betauſe jour 
Adverſary the Devil, as 4 roaring Lion, 
walketh about, ſeeking whom he may de- 
vour. This is equally true of the reſt 
of our Spiritual Enemies, againſt whom 
we can never {ſecurely ' watch, it by 
Drunkennefs we loſe our Government 
and our Guard. In ſuch a Caſe we 
openly | expoſe our ſelves . to be con- 

quer'd. AY 5 „ SNOWY 


Thirdly, Intemperance is an Aggra- 
vation in Chriſtians, As it re 1, And 
drives away the Motions and Opera- 
tions of the Holy wp, ſo plentifully 
afforded by the Goſpel. The Apoſtle's 
Words Eph. v. 18. do imply their In- 
conſiſtency, Be nat Drank with Wine, + 
but be filled with the Spirit. For the Diſjun- 


Gion ſhews, that both cannot be toge- 


ther, that a Chriſtian cannot be filled 
with the Spirit, who alloweth himſelf 
to be Drunk. Every Act of Sin forces 
the Holy Spirit to retire and withdraw 
his Influence. But this of Intempe- 
rance and that of Laſt, do more direct 
ly hinder its Motions and Ope 
Becauſe our. Bodies are the Temples of 
the Holy G beſt and theſe are Sins Which 
low from the Body, and do diforder 
r our 


o 


rations. . 
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Siena Ai: uy Curia, tnftcution 
init ſelf requires us to live Soberly': 80 
it is an Aggravation in Chriſtiaus to ein- 
temperate, becauſe it is contrary to that 
Watchfulneſs which is enjoir'd them TE 
ir Accounts. | evi g | 
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wo Aw 


We are to — and n 9 | 
Death and Judgment. ſince both 
theſe are uncertain as to the Time, we 
ought-always to'take heed,” that we be not 
overcharg'd with Drunkenneſs, leaſt that Day 
come upon us unawares, leſt that Day 
ſurprize us, and find us unready to * 
Pon — Wo" Lord. 


; 


We are to nd a: 1 unto 
Prayer. But how ſhall he perform 
this Duty every Morning and Evening 
at the leaſt (which is every Chriſtian s 
indiſpenſable Duty) who is Drunk wien 
he goes to Bel ane "INE 80er 
when he Riſes, 


We are to watch and ibn, 18 
the Wiles of Satan, the Treachery of 
our Luſts and the Deceitfulneſs of the 
World. But how ſhall we be able to 
do all this except we be Sober. The 
Apoſtle ſets Sobriety before W 

We an 
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and immediately adds the Reaſon of 
it, Be Sober, be Vigilant, becauſe jour 
Adverſary the Devil, as 4 roaring Lion, 
walketh about, ſeeking whom he may de- 
vour. This is equally true of the reſt 
of our 'Spiritual Enemies, againſt whom 
we can never ſecurely watch, if by 
Drunkenneſs we loſe our Government 
and our Guard. In ſuch a Caſe we 
openly expoſe our ſelves. to be con- 

quer'd. re 11 ee 


Thirdly, Intemperance is an Aggra- 
vation in Chriſtians, As it re 505 
drives away the Motions and Opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit, ſo plentifully 
afforded by the Goſpel. The Apoltle's 
Words Eph. v. 18. do imply their In- 
confiftency, Be nat Drank with Vine, 
but be filled with the Spirit. For the Diſjun- 


tion ſhews, that both cannot be toge- 


ther, that a Chriſtian cannot be filled 
with the Spirit, who alloweth himſelf 
to be Drunk. Every Act of Sin forces 
the Holy Spirit to retire and withdraw 
his Influence. But this of Intempe- 
rance and that of Laff, do more direct 

ly hinder its Motions and Operations. 
Becauſe our. Bodies are the Temples of 


the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe are Sins Which 


tow from the Body, and do diſorder 
a | our 


— 
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our Bodies; and by conſequence ren- 
der them unfit Habitations or Tem- 
ples, for the Reſidence of the Hoh 
Ghoſt. | 5 Ji a 


And what a provoking. Sin muſt it 
be to do deſpite to the Spirit of God, 

and to render our ſelves uncapable of 
receiving the Benefits of its Influence, 
Since our Saviour was fo kind as to 
promiſe it to us, to purchaſe it for us 
to ſend it at the Beginning, and con- 
- tinue it ever ſince to every Chriſtias 
to aſſiſt him in ſuch a Meaſure, as 
ſhall build him up in Chriſtian Perfe- 
ction; and ſince without this Hoh 
Spirit, we are deſtitute of Light and 
Strength to know and perſorm our Du- 
ty, and given up to the Conduct of blind 
Paſſions, vile Luſts and corrupt Affecti- 
ons, we muſt be ſtrangely ungrateful to 


our Bleſſed Saviour and highly injurious 


to our ſelves, when we quench its Mo- 
tions, and drown its Calls, and force 
him as it were, to retire. and leave us 
to our ſelves. And fince nothing is 10 
contrary to the Spirit as Drunkenneſs, 
a Drunken Chriſtian muſt be a high 
and preſumptuous Offender. _ ' 


Lafth, 
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Laith, T he Inconſiſtency of Intempe- 


rance with the true Hye of a Chriſtian, 
makes the Practice of an aggravatin 


- WT FT 1 


ficulty Men are brought to entertain 
hard Thoughts of what they love; and 


that it ſhall be well with them at the 
laſt, though they do go on in wic- 


Man, and conſider, what will become of 
thy Soul eternally, if thou continueſt 
ſtill in the fatne Exceſs and Riot, Doſt 
thou expect to be Saved with all thy 
Luſts about thee ? If this be thy Hope, 
what Grounds doſt thou build upon? 


ESE Esa 


may ſt wallow in thy Intempera 
abet endangering Wh 3 7 te 
is well that thou believeſt a future State 
of Rewards and Puniſhments ; but he, 
who brought" Life and Immortality to 22 
through "the Goſpet, has preſcrib'd 

Way for its Attainment, and has poſi- 


— 
S 


go away into Everlajting Puniſhment, but 
the Righteous into Life Eternal. And yet 
if this Will not fatisfie, the Apoſtle does 
particularly declare, that Drunkards are 


12 are 


Nature under the Goſpel. With Dit- - 
this occaſions ſome to flatter themſelves 


ked Courſes. But ſtay a while, vain 


or who hath told thee, that thou 


tively determin'd that the Wicked ſball 


of the Number of thoſe. Perſons, who 


— 
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are to be excluded the Kingdom of Fe. 


Den. | 


Aſter ſuch a Proof, what haſt thou, 


1 


O Sinner, to comfort thy Spirits and 


raiſe thy Aſſurance of Eternal Happi- 
neſs. hen Chr:i# and his Apoſtle has 
told thee beforehand, that if thou con- 
tinueſt impenitent and wilt proceed 


in thy riotous Courſe, thou ſhalt be 


eternally miſerable ; what Reaſon haſt 
thou to imagine, that he will not be 
as good as his Word? He is the God of 


Truth, and will be juſt 


ciful. Dally no longer with the Almigh- 


as well as mer- 


ty, nor provoke him to Wrath by thy 
looſe Converſation, left his Goodneſs, in- 
censꝰd by thy Ingratitude, at laſt be for- 


dced to triumph in thy Ruin. Thy In- 
temperance may probably ruin ther 


here, for thou haſt all the Reaſon in the 


World to fear it; but it will certainly 


ruin thee hereafter. And therefore have 
ſome Compaſſion upon thy Soul, and do 


not prefer a Glaſs of Li 
Hopes of Immortality. 


quor before the 


SECT. 
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The evil Conſequences of DR&UNKENNEsS 
to Man in 4 Natural Capacity... ' 
O Man in a Natural Capacity, I 
mean, as he is a Creature born to 
we in this World, and made up of a 
Bod) and Mind. And taking him in 
this Senſe, Drunkenneſs is very dange- 
rous, as deſtroying the valuable Bleſ- 
ſings of this Life, and the real Perſe- 
ions of both Parts of. his Conſtitution. 
ht boat ene ichn 
Firſt, Becauſe it weakens the Strength 
and deſtroys the Health of the Boh. 


It muſt be confeſs'd indeed, that this 
Vice does not always work its Effect im- 
mediately. Some Perſons of ſtrong Con- 
ſtitutions may paſs over many 
without any viſible Appearances, of 


| do © Harm at preſent. And I doubt not 


the W but one Example of this kind does more 
encourage ſome vain and profligate Per- 
ſons, than Twenty Inſtances to the contra- 

13 r / can be able to diſſuade. Which at 
I. once expoſes their Meatneſs and their 


Prejudice. | | 
„ _ 


_ - how all the Powers and Faculties of 
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But after all, ſober and thinking Per. 
ſons will tell us, that Intemperance 
daſhes in pieces infirm Tempers, and in- 
ſenſibly decays the beſt Conſtitutions, by 
laying in them the Seeds of future Di- 
ſeaſes. From Reaſoz it is impoſſible tg 
imagine, that it ſhowd be otherwiſe 
Becauſe Health is an even Temperament 
of Heat and Cold, Drought and Moi- 
ſture in out Bodies. Whereas ' Exceſs 
gives theſe Natural Qualiries an Unnatu· 
ral Predominancy, which turns the 
Evenneſs of our Conſtitution and is pre- 
judicial to its Strength and Vigour. 


And if we ſtill want farther 'Convi- 
Ciion, Experience muſt be our next Infor- 
mer, and that conſulted, will give us da- 
tisſaction. For in Perſons, ' whom we 
ſee to be Drunk, we may perceive a 
mighty Diſorder and Alteration, and 


their Bodies are incapable of performing 
their proper Functions in that regular 
Manner as they ought. And who can 
imagine, but this muſt prey upon the 
Vital Parts, deſtroy the Natural Flame, ſo 


fill the Body with corroding Humours, . 
put the Blood into a violent Motion, 5 
and by ſeveral other Ways fret and wear 1 


| © away 


the — of a Man. It is not 
wir Br to hear ſome complain of an 
* Head, and a ſick — after an 
— and they feel what L am proving 
and they can't deny. In that little time 
that any of us have been in the World, 


1 make no Queſtion but we wu able to 
produce ſeveral Inſtances of : Perſons, 
who by Intemperance have ſhaked theit 


Glaſs to make. 3 it run the faſter, and ſent 
themſelves into the other World much 
ſooner than either God or Nature ever 
intended. Some have been found dead in 
the very Fit, leaving the Wotld in an im- 
penitent State and with unrepented Guilt. 
Whilſt others by a riotous Debauch have 
been ſo diforder'd, as to feel the ſad Ef- 
tas of it all the Days of their Lives, ei- 
ther from the Load it ſelf, or the ar- | 

rels and Contentions whuch frequently - 

are raiſed, or from other Pacers which . 
2 commonly fall n are nat Nen 

oreſee and prevent. > 
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—_ ſince this is the Fruit of. 0 
tance, no one can deny that it is fatal = 
and pernicious. Becauſe it — a 
Jound Body, which is one of the 5 
Bleſſings of Life in it ſelf, and w ch ab al. 
lo gives a Reliſh to all other n 
—— © 5 
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and cauſes it, by befotting and clouding 
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Secondly, The Conſequences of Drun- 


kenneſs are Evil and Dangerous to a Man 
in a Natural Capacity, becauſe it has a 

bad Influence upon the Underſtanding and 
the Powers of the Mina. 


That a clear Underſtanding, a found 
Reaſon, a retentive Memory, a quick 
Apprehenſion, and a ſtable Judgment, 
are Perſections and Bleſſings, I ſhall take 
for granted. And that theſe are mighti- 
ly impair'd, and weaken'd, and fome- 
times totally loſt by Intemperance, 1 
ſhall now prove from Reaſon and the 


. R - F * 

Experience of the World 
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i now ſee through s Glaſs darkly, and 
this Glaſs is our Body, and as this is 
well or il diſpos'd, the Viſion of the 
Soul is either Clear or Obſcure. From 


hence it follows, that the more a Man 


indulges his Appetites in ſenſual Plea- 
ſures, he grows more weak and divi- 
ded in his Thoughts. Fumes and Va- 
pours are rais'd from a conſtant and 
immoderate Uſe of them, which di- 
ſturb the Brain, and are to the inward 
Faculties, what Miſts are to the Bodily 
Eyes. All Vice proceeds from Ignorance, 
the 


1 
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that Exceſs makes even Wiſe Men Bru- 
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the Unde ing; but Intemperance 
does eminently ſo. Becauſe this Vice 
does mene bit Wire N _ then, as 
a Ve Ingenio us a wennn e 
Man e the Motion of . . 
our Paſſions ferments the Spirits, and 
the Fermentation of the Spirits agitates 

the Blood, and by Agitation raiſes all the 
fæculent and droſſy Parts of it, and 
makes it, like a troubled Fountain, 
thick and muddy. Thus the Man is in 

2 manner out of his Senſes, till his over 
heated Imagination cools, and his di- 
ſturbed Humours ſettle, and Time reco- 


| vers him to himſelf, # HD 4397: 
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But did we not know the Manner 
how it works, the Effect however is in- 
dubitable. It is experimentally ſound 


tiſn in their Knowledge. In the midſt 
of an intemperate Riot, it is eaſy to ob- 


ſerve, What apiſh Geſtures, what ridi- 


culous Mirth, what noiſy Nonſenſe, 
what wild Opinions, what abſurd Argu- 
ments, what dull Apprehenſions, what 
ſorgetful Memories, What inconſiſtent 
Reaſonings, what fooliſn Anſwers, what 
mad Frolicks, Men are naturally be- 
tray d to. Where then is the Under- 

ſtanding of a Drunkard? I cannot ima- 


/ 
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ine how eto give any Account of the 
angerous Follies they are guilty of, 
without having Recourſe to this Expe- 
dient, that the Vice has put out the He 
of Reaſon, and quite perverted the Stabi. 
lity of their Judgment. And though Sleep 
and Time may help them in ſome mea- 
fure to the Uſe of Reaſon; yet thaſe, 
who commonly practiſe the Vice, are 
generally Sots even when they are Sober, 
and are render'd incapable clearly to diſ- 
cern even Natural Truths, but much 
more Truths of a Moral Nature. 'There 
is a Miſt and Darkneſs left, which per - 
haps is never quite diſpelPd:: It is a me- 
lancholy Reflection to nm, Bo ma- 
& W 


ny Perſons God has ſent into orld 
endued with extraord; Natural 
Parts, which have ſupported their Pa- 


rents Hopes and fill'd the Word with 
ſwelling ExpeQations of reaping a migh- 
ty Benefit; and yet when they were ina 
Capacity to prove a Bleſſag to their 
Country, and a Comfort to their Friends, 
and might have been Famous in their 
Time, and done Good in their Genera- 
tion, how have they weakew?d theſe Na- 
tural Powers as well as zegleFed: the Uſe 
and Improvement of them by tarrying 
long at the Wine, and running into the 
fame Exceſs of Riot with l 
ma Whilſt 
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Whilſt others a galn by the fame Courſe, 
have orally. lon their Reaſon, Memory, 
and Judginent, and become iti a manner 
Fools and Idiots, twice Children, onee 
by Nature, and once by Vice. And it 
hinders in all the true and right Uſe of 
our rational and intellectual Faculties. |” 


Thirdly, The Conſequetices of Dru 
kenneſs are evil and dangerbus to 4 
Man in a Natural Capoctty, becauſe it 
ruins a Nau fate and rendeth to FE | 
bac oh . 
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Ne is uſually his Ifſye bf DE 
kennels; and can no more be ſupported 
without mighty Ex __, thans Lamp 
can continue in a g and vigorous 
Flame without belug pply q with Oil. 
vp aſſert, P rov. | 
Wie 17. He that love Wine, Poul not be 
rich, And again,” chap. | 21. The 
Drunkard and the Glutton foul come to Pu- 
verty, Which Expteſſions are verified, 
not only upon the bare account of the 
that is ſpent, but upon ſome 
other immediate and natural Conſequen-· 
ces. For though ſome Perſons of mean 
Fortune and narrow Circumſtanees have 
really themſelves bezled away all that 
re were worth: Let ĩt may ſeem 
| improbable 
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know the World, to determine Affairs, 


improbable that others s. ſhou'd nk 


away any conſiderable Eſtate, did they 


allow themſelves to be Drunk on. 


g Day, of their Lives, . 


1 


"Bw even in, Hs Cate, allowing WA, 
the Charge of what a Man drinks him- 
ſelf, K+ — of it ſelf exhauſt his Eſtate, 
there are. however ſuch Fruits of the 
Vice, as. may by Conſequence reduce it 
to Nothing. Of a I give this = N 
lowing Account: It often puts him u 
on Treating of others, that they may 
encourag'd to keep him Company in his 
Sin; And this wicked Generoſity muſt 
waſte his Subſtance... It takes up his 


Time, and encourages Jdleneſs ; and this 


will cloath a Man with Rags. It pro- 
voketh to Luft; and this will bring 
him to a, Morſel of Bread. He neglects 
his Baſiueſ and proper Calling, and 


| ſpends his Days in riotous Company; 


Whereas the diligent Hand maketh . 5 
and be that keepe o Company with vain Per- 

ſons ſhall haue Poverty enough. It peryerts: 
his 1975 ſo that 5 not able to judge 
of, Matters, to diſpatch Buſineſs, to 


to compare his Expence with his —.— 


to apprehend, foreſee, and improve all 


Nee en, r his ann 
and 
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f and therefore becomes a Prey to ever 
deſigning and over-reaching ' Knave. It 
forfeits the Favour and Bleſſing of God; 


and without God's Bleſſing no one muſt 
expect to Proſper, Endeavours and Indu- 
ſtry will be in vain, - So that by [theſe 
Conſequences it does appear what a di- 
rect Tendency there is in Drunkenneſs 


to keep a Man from getting and preſer- 

c ID TOO RIO 
I /cou'd | heartily wiſh, that the 

World did not afford us fo many Ex- 


amples as it does, to Illuſtrate the Truth 
of what I have been proving. 'But the 
Number is {0 great, that I may leave 
it to every ones own particular Obſer- 
vation, hoping that he will make a wiſe 
Uſe and Improvement of it, and look up- 
on it, and receive Inſtruction, and take 
heed from the Misfortunes of Others, leaſt 


he be brought into the ſame Snare. 4 


Fourthiy, The Conſequences of Drunk- 
enneſs are Evil and Dangerous to a 
Man in a natural Capacity, becauſe it 
leſſens his Worth, and blaſts his ow 
tation. For Honour is the outward Re- 


ſpect that is paid to, and the inward 
Eſteem that is entertain'd of, a Perſon, 


by Wiſe and good Men. But wiſe Men 


and 
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N and good Men have not any valuable 


rent Approbation of ſuch: he is ſure to 
want. 4 1 EDORPDSUGH r 


+ our Words and Actions, a Perſon can- 


Opinion of a Drunkard, | The concur- 


is true, there is an outward Re- 
ſpect to be Sven to ſome Perſons. in 
Authority, tho 


they be never ſo irregu- 


lar in their lives; and there is a common 


Civility to be offer'd to Sinners: And 
neither of theſe will be denied the moſt 


intemperate Perſons from the. Wiſeſt 


and Beſt of Men. But at the ſame time 
there is no inward Veneration of them, 
or their Practice. Both are treated in 
their Thoughts with Scorn and Con- 
tempt, and upon prudent occaſions they 
expreſs their Abhorrence and Diſlike. 


And except an inward Reverence, form- 
ed by 4 mature Judgment, be added to 


not be ſaid either to be hondur d or de- 


ſerve it; | 


And what a miſerable thing is it for 
a Man to ſurvive the Funeral of his 
Reputation, ſince a good Name is a 
pleaſing Advantage to our ſelves, and ren- 
ders us V/eful and Beneficial to others; 1 
mult confeſs amongſt a Crew of looſe 


Companions Intemperance may paſs for 
g 9. 


a Top-impro 


» ren 
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whoſe Judgments alone are to be'-re- 
rw Too eee 
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so that if a healthful Conftitation, ot 


* 
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a clear Reaſon, or a competent EXtate, or 
a good Report amongſt Men be valuable 
Bleſſings in this Life, as I think t o 

are univerſally acknowledg'd, it muſt 
of Neceſſity follow, that the Conſe, 
quences of Drunkenneſs are Evil and 
Dangerous. Becauſe it makes a Man 
diſeaſed in his Body, dart in his Under- 
ſtanding, poor in his Fortune, and #n- 
famous in his Reputation. And fincetheſs 
are the Effects of the Vice, it is very 
Prejudicial to a Man conſider'd in a 14. 
tural Capaciy, as he is a Creatare born to 
live in hie World and made up of Body 


" I % 
+ 


f 


8 * 

_ / : 1 - 

. 1 * LO 

" 22 f 
* o , + 
4 1 of < Dd : 
, ; 4 + 
7 4 
— — i * 

: : ; 2 


' 


128 Of-Drunkennefs. 


4 


5 | 8 * a & : 2 
dl ? - 2 W f 81 MS m N 
* 1 * 0 | 
P ; TL F 4 * 


The evil Conſequences of Drankenneſs to a 
Man in 4.civil Capaci x. 


r 20e 


Y Man in a civil Capacity, I mean 
as he is a relative Creature, and 
has a Duty to pay to others, no one be- 
ing born for himſelf alone. Now Drun- 
kenneſs is very Fatal and Prejudicial, let 
his Relation in the World be what it 
will. Becauſe it will render him Inca- 
pable of e his Station as he 
ought, and of doing that good, which 
by Sobriety he might very well per- 
form. For be he Married, or only the 
5 jo of a Family, or in any other Place 
either of Church or State, he is not ſo 
Serviceable as he might or ought to be. 


— 
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Firſt, Drunkenneſs is very Fatal and 
angerous in the relative State of Mar- 
riage. Where a Man may. be conſider d, 

either as a Husband, or a Parent. 
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If as a Hausband, it muſt be remem- 

bred, that the great Deſign of Marri- 

age, is mutual Converſation, and by that 

to be a Help and a Comfort to each o- 1 

ther. But where lies the Love, the Care, V 
| | or 
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or the Converſation of a Drunkard, Who 
ſpends his Time, his Eſtate, and his 
Senſes in Riotous Living. It muſt needs 
be a Melancholy Life to fit at Home a- 
lone, waiting Day after Day, and ſome- 
times till Midnight and longer, full of 
Cares, of Sighs, of Fears, for the Re- 
turn of a Sot, who, when he is come, 
is either Apiſh, Dumb, Raging, or ill 
Humour'd. And except the Wife be 
very Wiſe and very Good, Quarrels and 
Contentions will naturally enſue. Mi- 
ſery will find a Tongue to ſpeak ; and 
it is too common to hear, how Families, 
nay,whole Neighbourhoods, are diſturb'd 
upon ſuch Occaſions, - © © 


But this is ſtill more Aggravating, if 
we conſider him as a Parent. Becauſe 
he is obliged to Provide for the Tem- 
poral Suſiſtence of his Children, and to 
take Care of the Eternal Welfare of their 
Souls. Whereas neither of theſe can be 
either ſately or ſubſtantially Promoted, 

except he leaves off his intemperate 


Courſes. 


He cannot Provide for the Temporal 
Subſiſtence of his Children. Becauſe he 
frequently Spends that upon himſelf, 
which ſhou'd Feed, Cloath, and Sup- 
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port them, and Place them in the World 


in ſuch a way, as to be a Foundation to 
live, provided they be Honeſt and In- 
duſtrious. Or elſe by his on ill Vices he 


derives a Curſe upon — Poſterity, inſtead 


of a Bleſſing, and by this Means brings 
them to Poverty. Tons ſuch Perſons 
have left aninnocent Offspring in Want 
and Miſery, either to the Pariſh for Re- 
lief, or to I Charitable Diſpoſition of 
— next N N e- for a n 1 
Brea 


And 0 as * their Souls, how mi. 
ſerabl ly muſt their eternal Welfare be 

provided for. It cannot be expected, 
Wot he ſhou'd take Care of their Souls, 
who will not take Care of his own. 


Or if he ſhou'd ſeem to be more kind 


to them than himſelf, and we them 

ſome cold Inſtructions Which in Pra- 
ctice is not willing to follow; yet it may 
rea ſonably be fear d, that they will be as 


colaly receiv'd, and that his ill Exam. 
ple will more prevail than his good. 178) 


vice. 


No aſter all this Proof, wink: a fad 
thing muſt it be to contribute to the 
Temporal and Eternal Miſery of the 
Fruit of our Oy to be inftrumental 
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to to fig! Children into the World au 
then to leave them to ſtruggle with the 
Misfortunes of this Life, a 
of che Merl Who that conſiders theſe 
Effects, wou'd not forego the Vice and 
break it * eee 13 


Secondly," Drusen geg 19 _ Fatal 
and Pe rnicious, if a Man be conſider'd 
only Or" of „ 


* N * 


Every perſon in ſuch a Ae is 
oblig d not only to, ſave his own Soul, 
bur alſo to take Care that all thoſe in 
his Family do their Duty alſo.” And if 
they miſcarry thro? his Neglect, the Guilt 
will lie at his Door, for Which he muſt 
. 
one, an m r, his Hou 
muſt be kept in 4 conſtant Reg u- 
larity, and his Carriage manag'd — 
Wiſdom and Goodnefs, and his Piſcourſs 
deliver'd with Seriouſneſs and Gravity, 
and his Dealings mixt with exact Ju- 
ſtice, and all muſt 1 ON n _ - 


mie ic bao 
| FS rey 


as de 2 able to per- 
ian all this, Who perhaps is a greater 
Stranger at Home khan Abroad * Vis too 
well known how little order is obſerv'd, 
| K 2 when 


* 


of Denken I Jr "= 


the Sorrows: 


— 


: 


132 Of Drunkenneſs. 


when the Eye and Preſence of a Ma- 
ſter is long wanting. Beſides, He can 
never rule his Houſe, well, who can 

or will not, rule himſelf, A diſorderly 
Head will be attended with diſorderly 
Members! When the Maſter of the Fa- 
mily is bad, it is beyond Expectation that 


the Servants ſhou'd be good. His ill 


Example and vicious Life will have a 


malignant Influence in forming the 


Manners of thoſe under his Care. 


Nay farther, it may be, he cannot, orif 


he can, tis very Probable, he will not, give 
them good Inſtructions; it may be he can- 
not becauſe he does not know them him- 


ſel A Reſolution to continue in Sin | 
makes Men backward to be inform'd of 


their Duty, or, being Carnally given, 
they cannot receive he things of A. Spt- 
rit of God. For they are Belgie them. 
Becauſe they are ſpiritualh diſcern d. And 
how then can he teach others, who 
Wants to be taught himſelf? Or, if he. 
is able to do this, tis very probable, his 
Inclinations will not lead him to da it. 
Becauſe thereby he wou'd reproach him- 
elf, and be condemn'd out of /his/own 
Mouth. But ſuppoſe he was both able 
and willing to give them good Inſtructi- 


ons, 


| 


in 
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any Eminent and important Ofice in the 
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ons, they wou'd make but faint Impreſ 
ſions, ſo long as he reformed not his 
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own Ways, nor continued Sober. 


Oo 25 ee en ei Dar mon 

Ss that, either throꝰ the want, of his 
Preſence, or want of F. or want of 
Inſtruction, his ſpiritual Care cou'd not 
be manag'd to any good Effect. And I 
know not, what Anſwer ſuch a One can 


make to God, when he calls him to an Ac- 


count for having neglected or deſtroy d the 
Vertue and Manners perhaps of his 
whole F | * thro? his own Ill Conduct. 


Dangerous, if we conſider Man ꝓut into 


State. If a Drunkard is not Qualify'd 
to be a Friend in private Matters, much 
leſs ſo in thoſe of a more publick Na- 
ture, where the Lives, and Liberties, 
and Fortunes of a Multitude are con- 
cern'd. He loſes. thoſe: excellent Parts 
which, might be very | Beneficial to the 
Publick, and wants that Judgment and 
Circumſpection which is neceſſary in all 
Stations, but more eſpecially ſo in thoſe 
Stations, 3 Difficulties c- 
cur, and weighty Affairs are determin'd, 
and à greater Truſt is repos d. And 
tho? ſuc 1a Perſon may be able to g- 
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1:24 Of Drunkennefs 
vern and diſpatch Buſineſs in his Saber 
Intervals; yet he certainly infatuates 
his: Reaſon, and clouds his Underſtan- 
ding, and is not /o Uſeful, as otherwiſe 
he might be, either to Goa, his Queen, 
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e Examples of ſuch Perſonꝭ 

are more Fatal to the World, than 
thoſe of the Vulgar. Becauſe their Sta- 
tions make their Vices the more Emi. 
nent, V ifible' and Known, and they have 
more numerous Dependants and Imitators, 
And the World is too apt to receive ill 
Impreſſions, and mimick the Vices of 
thoſe, wWlioſe Vertues they overlock. 
Which made the wiſe Son of Syrach ſay, 
Eccle. x. 2. As the Judge! of the People i 
himſelf, ſo are his: Officers: And what man 
ner of Man the Ruler of the City ic, fach 
are all they that dwell thertkimm. 
T STRESS DOT TY 13S BAS 
 Fourthly, Drunkenneſs is very Fatal 
and Pernicious, if we conſider Man ina 
Spiritual Office, as he is a Miniſter in tlie 
Church of Chriſt. © Shou'd we go ſo fat 
as to grant, that his Intemperance wou'd 
not produce an Ignorance in Divine and 
Moral Truths which is hard to be ſup- 
pos d; and granting that he wou'd not 
decline to treat of the Vice, which he 
. 22 * f IS 


| 0 from him. The meaneſt 


O04 Tap.” 5 
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is eder know tei be — 
Guilty off; Let tis very likely he wau'd 
do more harm than good. For tho” he 
cou'd ara e an - 3 

et except ifer give Weight to is 
Words, — Ea er 5 his Do- 
arine, and his Faith is ſeen hy his Works, 
it will be to no purpoſe. A bad Man 
may ſpeak Truth, but, except the World 


be New Maulded, it will, not he reatli 


ſon Fa Wig) Alon? oo a. diſſolute lers 
69-Ma Open ſo unhappy an Oeca- 
ion dr) Mea: are O ended, wicke ched Men 
Encouraged, his Reputation is Blaſted, and 
his Talents render d in a manner 
So very Fatal and Miſchievous is this 


Yes in thoſe Who wait at the Altar; 


ilſt they cannot Preach! of it in Pu- 
blick with; any good Effect, nor rer 
buke it in ee wich Courage and 
Boldnes. ed ny 0 5 


& +> 167 Ji 


* . then N Pruniiennels is wo fo i 


Logs e 11 ; We con ſider Man, either 


as a Husband, or -a Parent, or a Friend, 
or a — cal of a Family, or as a Gover- 
naur either in the Civil or ſpiritual So- 
ciety, it muſt of Neceſlity follow, that 
the evil Conſequences of Drankenneſs | 
are great, if we conſider Man in a cl 
1 K 4 0 Caper: 
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Capacity, as he is relative ce A nd 
bas a 1 to es, others. * L 
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The evil Conſtquonces Aa rank Ess 
t 4 Man ina SPS + C. Capacity * 

v Min: 11 a Religious” Comin 
mean, as he is à Creature capa- 


bie of underſtanding the Principles 


Religion, and apprehending a Deity, and 
Worſhiping him; and the any Crea- 
ture too under Heaven, there being 
ſome glimmerings of Reaſon in Brutes, 
but none at alf of Religion. Now tz. 
king him in this Sense, Drunkenneß 
1 "Y Fatal and *Petriicious; Becauſe 

oys that Faculty which /ſhou'd 
5 a 4c the Grounds and Do. 
arines of Religion; becauſe it rendets 
a Man Incapable of performing thoſe Du- 
ties which are Eſſential to Religion; And 


becauſe it is the ng 148 y Occaſion of 


many! other Sins. ; 
10 16 113% B 1 * 5 Ka 13 .* 

F rf, Becauſe it geſtroys that Fa- 
culty which ſhou'd examine and diſtern 
the Grounds and DoQrines'of N 
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veaPd, and the Nature of the Eviden 
which confirms the Revelation.” An 
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Natural nge We a In. Fay 
Reaſon; and 'reveard Religi 25 is th 
Improyement of natural -ight. But ſt 
Reaſon' is concern d in "examinitigt the 
Nature of the Doctrines which are Re- 


therefore a fi 7 s a e and Fa 

as to 10 be accor- 
ding 5 Im new ary in Reafon. 

As Pe rg is, . Soung, or eeble, fo will 
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end his Fat either Weak or Strong. yon 

7 nn 3391189 ob-8d 20nn29 260 
8 agg Intemper Plat iy defaces 
Reglon, and e keeps a Per- 
ſon from examinin and diſcernidg 
Motives upon Por nl he fhou'd believe, 


and the Principles by Which hie ſhou'd* be 


govern'd. Truth is not ſo obvious, as 
to force it ſelf upon the Mind. There 
muſt be Attention, Seriouſneſs, Impar- 
tiality, Conſideration, Study, and Weg 
ing of Arguments. But an intempe 

rate Perſon finds neither Trg 0 
Time to think, and wants a-fir I Tem: 
per to confider, "what he is to believe, and 
why-; what he is to do and how. And What 
can _ Fours but a TRY  fpnorance. 
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But allowing that, he haz f 
ſtandin ding in theſe e is 7 5 
ſer muſt; be; imperfect. For 
| Grounds of Religion, either bg 
cleatly know, or does not actually — 
der them. - And as Kan which $ WW 
Religion, there. are. We 
ther wilfully EE To lay 
bY: rets. or re te In N 8 bs 
dee ib 
. rt ee 2 
t the Grounds, Mötives, and 
8 and ehe are 
and — to an 
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Ga pable of performing thaſe Duties which 


are eſſentia al to Religion. 1400. we sn 
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This follows from the FLY bg got 
Knowledge without Reaſon and Cont 
Frog unattainable 80 Practi 
Withous 8 e is impoſſible. But 
Set Knowledge, Practice without 
_— is in vain in expected. He, * 
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and the mo igilance, 4 
the moſt eee n. N 
tual Warfare, there Ae F LANNY, L 
to encounter many Paflions,to. 

many Temptarions to .gyercome, 155 
many Duties to perform. And in ſuch 
a Conflict wie TO 9G 10 and 9 — 

deb ene fight, a Wenn 
pray. 14 HL £131 290 > * 2 
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But now in what. 2 l of De- 
5 ſhall we find a Drunkard? How is 
he able to oppoſe? Alas! He has loſt; his 
Guard, he has loſt his Government, he 
has loſt his 8 and therefore is not in 
a Capacity to make any ecfual Re A 
ſtance. Much leſs is he diſpos d 75 t 
poſitive Duties of Ra "and 15 | 
cially for the ſublime. bp of Gol 
mean, the 5 e Worſh 
Prayer, And was 1. Me for Be | 


ching elſe, but this, yet this. however 


wou'd give his Enemies Advantage over 


te For TPO 18 a neceſſary Means "ot 
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of Grace. And ?tis * — we ve tand 
I wou'd to God that particular 
was but ſeriouſl conſilerd, Lad laid th 
Heart. From the Reaſon of the 12 
and the Commands of God, and the 
5 of the Saints, it appears to be 
the indiſpenſable Duty of a-Chriftian'th 
pray at leaſt every Morning and Even. 
ing. But as I beſore obſerv*d, how i 
he, able to perform this in an acceptable 
manner, who is Drunk when he 2 
1 Bed, and ſcaree Soper when hie ri 
AD F OJ 17¹ 4 

Hrn x Drunkenneſs is very fatal 2nd 
ae Apt to Man, as a Religious Cres. 
ture, becauſe it is the d O 
of many other Sins. 

17:0% £360 hi Won, zung 
Sin (al dom comes alone; There is 
uſually a Chain of them linked together, 
This is eminently true of Tntemperance, 
Which is ebenda With ade 
Miſchiefs, and a general Cauſe of all 
manner of Impieties. Every 'Tempta- 
tion is too ſtrong at ſuch à time. 1 
have already examin'd ſome of the prin- 
eipal Conſequences of them; And from 
them it does appear, what/ a Load of 
Guilt it lays hpon the Soulof, Man, be- 
fides that which ariſes from its own fin- 
fol __— barely conſider'd as a. Sin in 
it 
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it ſelf. © But there are two Particulars, 
which are frequently the immediate At- 
tendants upon it, and which I ſhall juſt 
/ 
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The One is, that it uſually betrays 
Men to Quarrels and Contentions, This 
was Solomon's Obſervation, Prov. XXili. 
30, 31. Who hath Contentions? Who hath 
Babling ? Who hath Wounds without Cauſe? 
They that tarry long at the Wine. This 


has been in Fact too often true. When 


Men have loſt the Command of them- 
ſelves, every ſeeming Injury paſſes for 
a real Affront, which muſt preſently 
be reveng*d: And then Paſſion meet- 
ing with Paſſion, Strifes and Animoſities 
mutually begin, and Blood and Slaugh- 
ter has ſometimes been the Iſſue of them. 
Who, that conſiders thefe things, can 
vindicate ſuch Merriments. ITis mad 
Mirth that ends in Murder. 


The other Sin, into which Drunken- 
neſs does uſually betray Men, is that of 
Luſt, which is excited and inflamed b 
ſuch Exceſſes and looſe Diſcourſes whic 
do accompany them. Rioting and Drun- 
kenneſs give the Corporeal Humours a 
ſtrange Predominancy, and provide Fu- 
el for Chambering and Wantonneſs. Rapes, 

Fornication, 


P Fornication, 2 | 
times unnatural Vi 
fatal and abominab le . 2 
1 was the Prophet's Obſervations. Ge 
7. That when the Jem, were fed : 

2 UN they then committed Ale Ars ; aud 
erties by Troops in the Har 

And the Wiſeman ſays of, the 1 
Prov. xxiii. 33. Thine Eyes, you. . 
range Nomen 


Since then Drinteinsſs . the 
Reaſon of a Man, by which he is to 
examine and diſcern che Grounds and Do · 
Qrines of Religion, and keeps him from 
doing that which is Good, ind provokes 
him to commit that which is Evil, it 


muſt of neceſſity follow, that Drunken. | 


neſs is very prejudicial to n as a Res 
Ligious C Features 
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N every Action there is hi Motil 
afforded and ſome End propogd. 
And this is, either Pleaſure or Benefit, or 
Both. For upon theſe Principles Man- 
kind uſually proceed in all their Defigns. 
Now when I wow'd examine the Excuſes 


ſor Drun kennels, from this Confidera- 


tion, I muſt imagine that they are encou- 
rag'd upon the account either of Ples- 
ſure or Benefit; In this Section Tam only 
concern'd with the Motives upon the ac- 
count of Pleaſare; and theſe muſt ariſe, 
either — 20 of gem mee or the 
Love e amy, or 0 
the Time in * a and Jolly. 'T thall 
conſider them ſeverally in their Order, 


that we may perceive what little Force 
there 1 is in each of them. | 5 e's by 


Fir The firſt Excuſe | 72 rnd 
neſs upon the account of "th muſt 
be for rhe Sake of the Drink. | 

There are me e a were ve- 
ry N the Vice, that do ae 

eny 


. * in ſome: Let muſt 
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deny their Exceſs to ariſe —_ the Love 
of- - Drink; ſo far from this, that 
they plainly N they pour down the 


Drink when they loath it. But ſhou'd 


we be ſo charitable, as 8 believe they 
ſpeak Sincerely, as perl aps it may be 
+ be 9 


is a 


that the bare Pleaſure of 


great Cans that mightily "ron Sk 


not in all, however in a great 


_ cauſe they will drink to an exce ive De- 


ree, privately. and alone; | when the 
on 29 themſelves and no Body 1 


them, they will take the Liberty to 


ur it down very liberally. The Pra- 

ice of ſuch can have no other Motive, 
but the Love. they bear to the Liquor, 
8 they want Society and Compa- 
ny, or good Fellowſhip, .the common 
Plea thiat is e e ARG gene 


rally | | F 
jd Now. fed! * may W con- 


— and that, when once the Ends 


and Conveniences of Nature are-ſatish- 


ed, the Pleaſure of the Appetite ceaſes. 
But if they will urge their own, Expe- 
rience to the contrary, and alledge that 
the Appetite, is not tired, eyxen when 


| Ms, Body is ſcarce. able to ſuſtain. the 


Load 
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Load it has already receiv'd, I muſt con- 
feſs, this annatur al Thirſt is a Myſtery, to 
me, and I cannot tell what tofay of it, 
and know not. whether it be true; or 
falſe, but as they are pleas'd to declare 
it. But ſuppoſing it true, I mult take 


the Freedom to let them know, that by 


ill Cuſtoms and Habits they have 


brought it upon themſelves, and that 
ſuch a kind of Pleaſure is Brutiſh, Un- 


1 / "© TY , 3 4 5s 21192 42.24 —— 
reaſonable, and Dangerous, and can but 
make a Hint and düll Impreſſion. upon 
th P F | 8481 LECT ei} L133 Wis w *.4 
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5 And | how impudently do they. then 


Is the, 


s the, bare Pleaſure of aa. unnatural 
TU Any . n ut to the Mul- 
titude of thoſe; EVils, Which tlie pre- 


s 


tended Satisfaction inevitably brings? 1 


believe, no one Will maintain that it 
is equivalent, but When hie is actual; 


Drünk. I am ſure it cannot be ſald 


. 4 "BY 2 C2 LAS wats + 4 * 4 11 + - 
with any Reaſon, there being no man- 
ner of Proportion between the Pleaſures 


of Taſting and the Jnconveniences of Ex. 


et. What a miſerable 8 ir, chat 
whatever is Valuable in this Life and the 
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Next, ſhou'd be at the Command of a 


greedy Taſte, and tamely ſubjeck to an 


unruly Appetite? How mean, nay fin- 
r L „ Nay fal 
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Woe upon. this Principle | 
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ful 7 it be, that Religion and = 
ſcience muſt be Slaves to a Pipe, an 

FVaſſals to a Glaſs? And how .can that 

be pleaſant, which is mixt with Gull 

and Fear? And how vain mult they be 

i? their TIO» N are TOR a by 
t? 


It is a certain Maric Supded in yy 
168, that of o Eyils we ſhou'd ehuſe 
the leaſt, and that a leſſer Evil is to 
endur'd rather than a greater Evil ſhou 
be incurr'd. Now, ſuppoſing to deny 
the Gratification of this unaccountable 
Thirſt, was really a natural Evil. or. In- 
convenience to us; Yet When the Giati- 
fication is attended with 4 greater natu- 
ral Evil, or Inconvenience, than the Sell 


denial, we ought cettainiy in reaſon to 
Aug. our Appetite, and abſtain from Prin. 
For that deferves not the Name of 


Plexſure: which robs us of a far greater 
Pleaſure than it brings, So that this i 
true, if we compare only natural Evil, 
But it is much more true, when we 71 
ſider that it is atrended With Evils o 
moral Nature. For a 4 810 meg 
Good muſt be parted DA. x when it W 5 
fa us of a moral Fun boy APY 
ture, 


Vanity "gu We: 


this, that one Mar drinks to kee 


Of Dune 5 E771 : 


"T have nothing. more to fay' "66s c | 
ſort of Perſous Way of expoſin g tlie f 
of r Pi Ng l | 
but that they are alſo condemned by; 
ſuch, as are Lovers and Favourers of the" 
Vice; who are unwilling” to own, \nay\ 
forward to condemn fo ridiculous ang 
unreaſonahle a Tre. But 
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Senna K Wees Excuſe bot Depot? n 
kenneſs upon the account of Flesſare, id 
for the — 27 8 the Eu any, 
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blickly' own'd and plexde 
either to Vindicate or henna 
ae in New by Poe, _ 


cither ire pr 22 5 2 
rang. 20 5's ee 5 


2 peculiarly e | 
they ſee but ſeldom.” HI indiſtrently” "ol 
Jons in general, with whom th 

common 9 — then the Motive 


_ 


other Man Company,” becauſe neit r U 

them have a ing: to do; or rathes,! 

r 3 them will fod 2 
to 

N whom 1255 1 

then the Plex is, e Drege = 


| Fs even to 5 to be God, and Ci. ei- 
vil to them, tg treat them handſomely; 
and make them N And the 


roceed upon this Princ e, He made 
= Drank whee,T 40 to ſee him, aud there 


fare I muſt, Drank,when he comes 
10ſ ie me. Th leihe Senſe and Meaning 
wa that g_ Which does ariſe from, 
the Love of the Company. The Vanity 


of Which 1 MOLD ne and. wills 
it diſtin&h 


yt 515 der. 
To: HA 71 * 
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Hirſt, With Bp to Pony” in 
7 And were temporal Ve- 
niences only incurr'd by  Intemperancs;, 
the Torre of this Argument will be but 
meat. Is it reaſonable fot Al Man to 
drink a Glass Fd Rüber, becauſe 7 1 
mad are wea ' 
Lives 7; 75 — ruin his 1 
loſe his Trade, - becauſe. ſome 572 2 
mind to make all away? Shall a Man 
take to the Highway, and be in League 
With a Thievi Society, becauſe ſome, 
deſperate Men fear neither God, nor 
the Queen, nor Law, nor Death? Com- 
bebe c in e „Caſes is | univerſally, ac+ 
7 


d to he 10 Reaſon to engage 

ge. And by - the very tame. 
| og it - — and fooliſh for a Man 
to, ruin his Ren to blaſt his Repnger 
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tion, to loſe his Reaſon; to ſpend his 
Eſtate, by running into Exceſs for Com- 
pany's ſake. He that is ſway'd by this 
Motive, argues thus with himſelf, Tho? 
I certainly łnom the Fruits of Intemperance, 
and am ſurt to run upon the Evils and In. 
conveniences of Humane Life th it, and am 
ſure moreover, that they either will not or 
cannot relieve me, when labouring under the 
dangerous Conſtquences thereof; yet out cf 
52 Complai ſance to the Company I am in, I am 
; WW reſolv/d to comply with every thing they do; 
bg and to be ſway d by their Examples, without 
8 am Regard either to Decency or Safety; 
e This is at firſt Sight ſo unreaſonable a 
1. Plea, as needs nothing more to be ſaid 
2 againſt it. The Argument carries its 
N. own Confutation. And yet this is the 
Ar. Senſe and Reaſon of thoſe, who drink 
1 to Exceſs for the Sake of the Company. 
| | Tap iy 2 * "EF 
1N 


. Beſides, by expreſs Precepts we are 
ae obligd not to comply with any publick 

a, Examples, in any thing, that is either 

or- ſinful in it ſelf, or in Appearance, or in its 
Ne Conſequence. For we are commanded by 
2 Mc et, Not to follow a Multitude to do Evil, 
Us Exod. xxiii, 2. By Solomon, Mot to 
ne conſent, if Sinners entice us, either by their 
an Words or Examples, Prov. i. 10, 6 

by our Saviour, To enten in at the firait 

on L 3 (rate, 


polirive Commands, 1 we will Poeten 
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with the Stream 


Gate, Gitevard not run ale 


| = the World, Mat. vii. 13, 14. So that 


— 5 85 A 'of the Dans 
any, and the Sin of 

compli 2 hs any thing that is Sinful; and 
nd guilty of the wilful Breach of 


Nay farther, it is very amecuforntly to 
do the ſame. Evil chat others commit, 
becauſe Company” is not able to give a 
Man any Eaſe, when he ſtands in the 
moſt . "Comfore. I. m__ 75 at the 
Hour of Death, in the 0 ent, 
and the Torments of Hell © 80 27 fo 
this, that he lays Guilt in his Soul, and 
Diſe uiet in his Conſcience, and is afraid 
to die, and makes the Thou oughts of of 
Judgment” terrible, and is expos d to fur 
ture Vengeance. Alas! Whit apparent 
Weakneſs is there i in that Man's Con- 
duct, who loſes his Innocency and in- 
dangers his Salvation to comply with a 
perverſe Generation? Looſe Companions 
ate but miſerable Comſorters to a dying 
Wretch. It will be but an aggravating 
Plea to ſay at the Day of Jade _ 
Lord, I have a Multitude on wy ide. nd 
thole, with whom a Man ans, can 4 

ive him Comfort when he 18 hereaſter 
535 Nd. And a — erde 1 
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is it blindly to be govern'd by the Exam- 
piles of others, till we affront God, and 
are ſurpriz d into eternal Deſtrution ? ? 


30 that we be we &thot comply 
with Company in general in any Exceſs 
or Riot, Without Gn contrary to the 
expreſs Commands Scripture, and 
without 5 our Temporal and 
Eternal Intereſt: And he, that will ju- - 
ſtifie a Compliance ſo circumſtantiated, 
gives us little Hopes of his being ever 
convine'd or ever reform d. But Compa- 
ny is a weak and vain Nene of Dune. 
nels, if we take 1 it "er 


Setoilly; In a ene . as it re- 
ſpelts S rangers and Wan om we = 
but ſeldom. * | «tv, 


The World enerall SHeaking, i is 2 
faken in the gener Friendſhi 
timacy and Frequency ncy of Conver * is 
commonly call'd by that Name, when 
perhaps it is at the ſame time only a 


Combination in Sin. Thus the Proud 
Man thinks him a Friend, that puffs up 


his Self- Conceit with flattering Spevehes. 
And the Laſcivious Man' hikes him his 
Friend, who carries on an Intriguetogra- 
tifie his unlawful Luſt. And the deceitful 

L 4 Man 
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Man thinks him his Friend, who helps 


him forward in his Cheats and Knaveries. 
And the Drunkard thinks him his 
Friend, who will keep him Company 
in his Sin, and entertains his Friend as 
a Friend when he betrays him to Exceſs, 
But alas! If this be Friendſhip, the De- 
vil is the greateſt Friend in the World, 
For he is the molt zealous and forward in 
ſuch kind of Offices and „ 
N e £ end 


But in Oppoſition to this, I ever 
thought, that a Perſon was no farther a 
Friend to another, than he promoted his 
real Good, either in Efect or Deſire. And 
T muſt: profeſs Iſhall ever be of this Opi- 
nion, till I find Reaſon to change it, 
which I can never have. And ſince he 
only is a Friend who promotes the Good, 
and ſecures the Welfare, of his Friend, 
and ſince a Man is to act in two States, 
Friend ſhip muſt extend to the Happineſs 
in both States, I mean with reſpect to 
his Temporal and Eternal 7 — 
Friendſhip thus bottom'd upon Sincere 
and Religious Principles, does well de- 


— 


ſerve that Name. Whilſt Friendſhip 


built upon Vice, is really and indeed 
Enmity at the Bottom, and in the End. 
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And if this be the true Mature of 
Friendſbip, Iwou'd fain know how a Rio- 
tows Entertainment can be a Friendly Treat. 
ment. He can, never be a Friend to a 
Man, who brings him to the greateſt 


Miſchief that can befal him. Did ever 


any Perſon think to befriend another, by 
helping him to ruin his Eſtate; his Cre- 
dit, his Lite, his Reaſon, and his Soul? 
And yet he that drinks a Man, till he be 
overcome, does effectually perform all 
theſe Miſeries. And if this muſt be 
call'd hy the Name of Love, tis treache: 
rous Love. If by the Name of Kind- 
neſs, tis horrid Kindneſs. If this be 
the Entertainment of his Friends, I won- 
der how he wou'd treat his Euemies. 


Nay, ſo far is he from entertaining his 
Stranger or Friend in a Friendly Man- 
ner, that he does not ſhew him cammon 
Civility. And though this may have 
the Appearance of a Paradox, as being 
contrary to ſome vain Cuſtoms now in 
vogue: Let it is built upon Reaſon, 
whereas Caſtom without Reaſon, how long 
loever ,practis'd, is only Ancient Errour. 
Whatever may be the Pretences of ſome 
there is in reality. neither Breeding nor 
good Manntes in ſuch a Practice. * 
| the 
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the Attempt of ſuch a thing is a groſs 
| Refletion upon the Vertue of che Per- 
fon: But it is much more vncivil, if 
the Attempt ſacteeds. Becauſe it expo. 
ſes him to the Ridicule and Laughter of 


bim. And if this muſt be call u Ci pin, 
they are, I am afraid, no competent 
Funges of the Rules of Been. 
" The utmoſt that can be ſaid bn the 
Vindication of the Caſe, iS, That pet- 


haps a Perſon wou'd not think himſelf 


treated in a Civil and Friendly Manner 
without it. To which I anfwer, That 
the Acquaintance of one of this Diſpo- 
fition ought in Point of Diſcretion and 
Religion tobe-xvoided. But if his Com. 
pany cannot be wholly declin'd, yet we 


ought to have Pity on him, if he has 


none on himſelf,” at leaſt we ſhou'd not 


ve the fatal Inſtruments of his Mis 
rtunes in this kind. And this we 
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the whole Company, and of all That fie. 
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is s offer'd as A plauſible. Excuſe for Ex 
cels, 1 is Erie maſcrably week/and vein, 
Third, The third. Exceſs. for Dr 
kenneſs upon the account. of -Pleaſwrey, i 
for 3 7 02 the Tie in Mirth and 
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hace Fn The n 
che paſſing away the Time, The Jew ori 
_ it away 10 n Mirth and Follity 
2 — am apt to believe, have mi 
5 Influence in the encouraging this Sin 
As. there. is i s of; 14 ore un- 
ah in it ſelf, than not to know what to 
do with our Time: 80 it is as 44 wor 
as it is anenß. Becauſe it is an uſual O- 
ſion to Sin; and to do Sin ſooner, than 
this of Intemperance. For it is com. 
monly known. and ſeen, that erſons- of 


iclle, lazy, and unactive T 7 fall to 


Drinking to paſs awa ew., Hours 


which ftick upon their - e _ ow: 7; 
know not t how to (pants 


But to expoſe the Vanity 4 this Pre- 
tence, I deſire it may be conſider'd in 
the ff place, What a mean and unworthy 
Reflection it is upon a Man of any tole- 
rable Capacity to ſay of him, that he = 


2 


loyment but- Drin- 

king? What Pity it is, that ſuch Pu. 
wers and Perfections ſhou'd be beſtow. 
ed, and he not know how to uſe and 
improve them. Beſides, this Plea is ge. 
nerally as falſe as it is mean. Becauſe 
Men not 2 purſue this Vice hen 
they have nothing elſe to do, but oſten to 
the Neglect of their roper Buſineſs and 
Calling, in which they may find ſuffi. 
cient Employment, and in which they 
are 'oblig*d to be conſtantly induſtrious, 
as they tender their Eaſe, Innocehcy, 
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and Happineſs. But if ſome are placed 110 
in the World above a Calling and Träde, I the 
there are peculiar Entertainments for Mh 
ſuch, as Reading, Meditation, man- ſer 
ging their Eſtates, which are no ways 8 
unbecoming the Beſt Nobility. And MW 
however, all Perſons have a God to bli 
ſerve and a Soul to ſave, and fince both pe 

theſe ire attended with mighty, though 
not inſuperable Difficulties, and ſince our WW ** 
Eternal State depends upon the happy 1 
Uſe of our Time here, who is there that - 
can reaſonably complain, for want of Bu- 1 

ſineſs; and make that an unwarrantable 
Excuſe to juſtifie Exceſs, as being us'd 10 
to fill up the vacant Periods of our Lives. 15 
cet 
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The other Part of this.Excue for In- 
temperance is the paſſing away the Time: 
in Mirth and Jollity. The End tfiat is aimd 
at in ſuch a Meeting, is to Drink and 
be Merry * And ſo they might, did not 
they tranſgreſs the Bounds of Modera 
tion and the Rules of Decency. But 


for exceſſive; Drinkers, I canndt imagine, 


* 


in nothing but their Diſcourſe. iAnd if 


in that, What is it that they Diſoourſe 


of, which becomes ſo Pleaſant and Enter · 
taining. Whatever concerns them moſt, 
is the leaſt talk d on there. Nothing 
that is either Uſefu! to be canſiderꝰd or 
Material to be n, is ſpoken with a 
ſerious Air and ſound Reaſon. The beſt 
that Wwe can ſay; of it, 18, to pick out 


ſome Perſon to Ridicule and Cenſure 
blindly and at Random, to hold an im- 


pertinent Chat about the little Affairs 
of the Neighbourhood, to obſerve Modes 
and Faſhions and compare how the Art 
and Luxury of one exceeds the Art and 
Luxury of another, or to make ſome 
wife Political Reflections over a News 
Letter, and to Sport and Jeſt and Laugh 
away one half of their time and Sleep 
the reſt. This is the beſt that can be 
ſaid of it. And I wou'd to God, it pro- 
ceeded no farther. But alaſs Prophane- 
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herein their Mirth conſiſts. It can be 


noſ and Ribaldry 0 enernall mix to. 
f 1 with their Rare a Fog we 
= e old Joop 
. A ry 
ion, and to be ſmoothly and band: 
dent, to er in one ano 
ther's and to Curſe with a 
7 W hoax Authority, are uſus 
Subjects at ſuch a time. A ler Sang 
anda drunken Catch are taking Themes, 
And when r peaks a lit _— 
and wn Ang a which is 
. Aduchi3dn; the Spes ee | 
** t 
— paſſes and the grinning 
Crowd cries it up for Wit. Bur if thi 
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cannot rform d, not 
carry d on, bet it. 


me Which I give this 9 0 abr 
Tar cnt 4 ON muſt be mage 
before uk re diforder'd with Dr 


cluſion of 9 cannot be the C 

of Intemperance; becauſe they are made 

h they are Sober, and being "hey 
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or af Wees, If before, then the 82 
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they may 80 ober away. > 1 the Bar 
ins are to be made after Men are 
iforder'd with Drinking, then I anſwer 


First, That Perſons in uch a Condition 


are Vnfit to make Bargains. Men ought 
to have their Wits about them, And 
their Reaſon Sound, . arid their Under- 
ſtanding Clear, when they ate to do 
things of any Importance, either in 
Buying or Selling. Becauſe other wiſe 
they are not in a apacity't to prevent Im- 
potions, or to determine Wiſely. And 

e 'have Smarted ve "Severely for 


"you Wen, and Fol herein, and 
ed when Have b n Sober of 


econaly, 

EI wittr Met bur SN . 1 are 
in Drink, N frm reaſonably be Suſpected 
of a Deſign to Cher and n 1 
Becauſe 15 they had no ſuch Deſign they 
wou'd take Men with their Wits about 
them, and make Application to them 
when they 95 e 1 Abd if this be the 
n, then an Aggravation 
of 4 Crime. Becauſe here is* Injuſtict 
added to Tnremperance, wg" creates 1 
 Houble Guitt. pang. 
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certainly " encreaſes. 170 Diſcaſe: and 115 
Cries. o e which are thus laid I 
Adleep an will be the I. ouder.. 
When it Awittes, Het: there i: is _ 


* W 


Guile added to the former, "which "be = 
fore was confeſs'd to be Intolerable. 4 | 
| Bur if the Uneaſineſs of Mind be ſich t 
as ariſes from the World, it generally is, W © 
either becauſe he is gone ſo far ing WW * 
Debt that he knows not how to reco- MM \ 
ver, or, becauſe his Chage is fo Great H 
that he is not able to Maintain it, or il 
becauſe he has no Comfort at Home, and 2 
therefore is in a Manner forced to ſeck C 
it Abroad. To the firſt Reaſon, 1 An- I > 
ſwer, That Intemperance'is not the way, I © 
either to leſſen his Debt, or b Cal 
Creditors, but | rathet to Ener | 
Charge and bring his Crlitors upon 2 
him. To the ſecond. Reaſon I anſwer, rif 
That his Drinking will make his Fathily no! 
fare the Worſe, tho. his Sohriety cannot it 
wholy Maintain them. And he ought el 
1 to Uſe his own Endeavours, 4 
and then caſt all his Care ren Goc, 
whoſe Providence extendeth 0 all, 2 
To the Third Reaſon, which atifes s upo 
want of Comfort at Home, Nod is gene- I 
rally made and Practis d, I Anſwer, hat WM 
either the Fault . muſt lie in the Man 1 
himſelf, or his Wife and 5 4 10 Tfthe ters 
Man be in Fault ro? mw ill Temper ot and 
for want of Care, and by both theſe has ae 


given occaſion to N and Qua 5 
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not a proper Remedy. An 
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Foarthly and Laftly, Be ey ent and 
earneſt with God in Prayer to ſtrengthen 
your Reſolutions, toarm you againſt the 
prevailing Temptations of this kind, to 
enable you to think of the Nature and © 
Sin of Drunkenneſs, to conſider the evil 
and dangerous Conſequences thereof, and 
to compare the Weakneſs and Vanity of 
the Motives with them, and then pray, 
that he wou d make all theſe Conſidera- 
tions effectual upon your Mind, by his 


Grace, to the Reformation of your Heart 


and Life. By theſe Rules you may #ake 
heed unto your ſelves, leſt at any time your 
Hearts be overcharged with Surfeiting and 
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This is the plain Letter the Old Law: 
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Thirdly, All ſenſual Deſres and: Incli-. 
nations conſented to, though they never 
break out into AR, are a Violation. of 
this Law. For this is out Saviour's addi- 
tional Improvement of the Old Precept. 
For he fays, That whoſoever looketh ons 
Woman to luſt after her, hath committed Adat- 
tery with her already in bis Heart. Every 
Beholder is not this Adulterer: But he 
that gazeth on the Face and Beauty of 
Woman till he Luſt after her, and gives 
his inward Conſent to the Deſire he has 
rais d within him; he, I fay, is the Adu. 
terer our Saviour condemns. For tho 
Fear, or Shame, or Want of an Oppor- 
* or ſome other Temporal Princi- 
ple, keep him from the outward Act; 
et he is puilty, if he only ſatisfies his 
leſh by feeding his Eye, and acting it 
over in IS k 2 OO 
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Indeed to conſent to ſuch Deſites is ſin- 
ful, becauſe this inward Conſent is the 
Original of ourward AQs, and tends t 

Evil in Practice; But it is Evil in it felt, 
as well as tends to it. For, however Hu- 
mane Laws take no farther Cognizance 
of Mens Wickedneſs, than as it is de- 
monſtrated by outward Proof, becauſe 
Men can fee no farther. Yet God who 
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ſeeth into the Secrets of our Hearts, wil 
judge us according to the Frame and De- 


ermination of our Though. 


q: Endeavours muſt be us d abſolutely Ka 
bind r all ſenſual Motions and Deſires, 
which are not agreeable. to Reaſon. or 
Religion, from ariſing within us. But 
if theſe firſt Motions, fo far as they reſult 
from pure Mechaniſm of Body, and the 
Temperament of our Blood and 7 


be too hard to beaccompliſh'd, the lea 
we can do is to receive ſuch ; Thoughts 


with the higheſt Diſpleaſure and caſt them 
out with the lerne | 
as they _ariſe. When ſuch Inclinations 
and Thoughts do move within us, it is in 


our Power to be either pleas'd or dif- 


pleas'd with, them, to receive or . rejet} 
them. And when we entertain them 


with Delight, and with Joy and Plea- 
ſure give them our Approbation, then 


and not till then they become Sinful to us, 
For if we receive them with ih 
then we conſent with our Minds. An 

if we conſent, then Luſt hath conceiv'd. 
And when Laſt hath conceju'd, it bringeth 
forth Sin. We are not Sinners, becauſe 


we have theſe Inclinations, but becauſe 


we do not reſiſt them. 1 1 
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to regulate our inward Pafhons: * Thet 

is many an Adulterous Inclination; dots 
there is not an Adulterous Act. For bunt 
Ug the Heart proceed evil "Thoughts," Adulte- 
ries, Forntcation, Uncleanneſs, and Lafcs- 


viouſneſs; © There the Scenesare laid; and 
the Plots begin. And therefore we muſt 


keep Our Hearts with all Dil. Renee, or out 
of them” are the 1 . 2. Not 'only 
the Iſſues of Natural Life; but the i 

ſues of a Lite Divine and e on 
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Engagement to take heed that we o 
not in this Kind with our Tongue. But 
there is Gilt join'd with the Indecency, 
and 'tis a Sin as well as Rudeneſs, and 
therefore ſtricter Obligations we have to 
tie up our Tongues in Silence. St. Paul 
charges Eyheſ. iv. 29. and Chap. 4 N 
Let no corrupt Communication proceed out i 
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your Moaths ; Fornicaton, and all Unclean- 


zeſs, let it not be once named amongſt you, 
as becometh Saints: Neither Filthineſs, nor ] 
fooliſh Talking, nor Jeſting,' which are not ö 
convenient. And our Saviour declares, 5 
Mart. Xii. 75 By thy Words thou'ſhalt be 8 
juſtified, and by thy Words thou ſhalt be con- 
dem d. Such Perſons therefore, who 
make a common Practice of Lewd Diſ- 1 
courſe, wou'd do well to conſider this 0 
| Prohibition of the Apoſtle's, and this 1 
= - Concluſion of our | Saviour's. For then { 
= they will perceive, what Guilt they heap ; 
upon themſelves by ſuch corrupt Com- 8 
J 0-52 Rint! ; 
_ Beſides, However ſome may flatter : 
themſelves with an Opinion, that the 
Liberty of the Speech is indulg'd ; yet 
they are widely miſtaken when they ex. 
tend it to ſuch a Caſe. An Account mu WM * 
be given of our Words, and a great deal q 
bol Sin is contracted by them? ?Tis impoſ- 1 
ſible to ſeparate Wanton Thoughts from 5 
Lewd Diſcourſes. For out of the Abun. - 
dance of the Heart, the Mouth ſpeaketh, G 
Words are only the Expreſſions. of the 1 
Mind, and there muſt be Notions an- 1 
ſwerable to the Speech, and therefore 1 
there muſt be impure Notions which py 
create the Guilt. But obſcene Speechs ho 


or Impurity. 18 
do not only proceed from a vitiated 
Mind, but alſo raiſe impure Thoughts 
and excite Luſt in others; and ſo we are 
anſwerable for all the Ev and Miſchiefs ] 


that follow from hence. 


Nay, Though a Man does not ſpeak 
lewdly himſelf, yet if he makes Lewd 
Conſtructions of other Peoples Words, he 
is in a manner. equally. guilty. Tis 
ſtrange to obſerve, that a Man cannot 
ſpeak an innocent Sentence, but it ſhall 
be preſently interpreted in a wanton; 
Senſe. But alas! This at once diſcovers 
the Filthineſs of their own; Apprehen- 
ſions and Inclinations, and rudely wreſts 


the Speaker's Meaning 


One of the greateſt Cauſes of Leud- 


neſs, is obſcene Talk. And we may 
ceaſe to wonder that the Age is ſo 3 be 
when we conſider how intemperately 
this is indulg'd. It is now become the 
Sauce of Converſation, and there is 
ſcarce any Company, where we do not 
meet, either with looſe Diſcourſe,” or 

looſe Conſtructions. Some indeed; can 

ſpeak a little more ſmoothly! and inge - 
niouſly. But by little Hints we may; 
come to the Intentions of the Heart. 1 

wou'd to God ſuch Perſons wou'd conſi- 
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der the Gui the contract 8 to 
themſelves, | the Jin ch ey occaſion in 
others. No one can — * but thoſe 
Expreſſions muſt very much unbecome 
the Mouth of a Chriſtian, which are 
enough to violate the Ear of a an honeſt 
Pagan, TOE „ 


E ifthly, Al Waden to Uecdrarenſd 
and Occaſions of it, are Breaches and Vio- 
lations of the Laws of Chaſtity. For 
where there is an Obligation to an End, 
there is an Obligation to the Means 
which are neceſſary to that End. And 
ſeeing Adultery, with all other Ads of 
Uncleanneſs, are forbidden, tlie Cauſes 
of them are of courſe forbidden alſo. 


In this caſe, great Care muſt be taken, 


that we do not give our Corporeal Hu- 


mours an Unnatural Predominancy x hr 
pampering our Bodies, or too high F 

For this is making Proviſion for the 
and is a Temptation 50 wa the 
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. thereof. Temperance is the belt 
Preſerver o Chaſtity ; and the Unclean 
Spirit is to be weaken'd and ſtormꝰ'd by 
Faſting; when our Tables become Snares 
to us, Gebe and Drunkenneſs make 
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to ſo ſtrict a Temperance, as to enable 


us to bring under out Bodies, then it will 


or Reading looſe Songs, Plays, No 
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rience of ſome will tell us, that they are 
eat Corruptets of Youth, and admini- 
fer Fuel and other Incentives to Youth- 


ful Luſts, and vitiate their Palates ſo much, 


that oy nv a Diſguſt to any thing 
that 1s and eſpecially to the ſine 
Milk of the Word. For when they give 
an Account of the. Beginning of their 
Debauchery, wg? are pleaſed to ſay, 
rſt enter'd at the Play- 
Houſe, 28 thence to the e and 
then to the Stews. © ers 


Nay farther, We muſt el oft 
our outward Senſes and make 4 wo 
with our Eyes: Becauſe they 


Caſements, through which Luft uf u lach 


enters. Lewd Company muſt be ſhu 
and avoided : Becnuſt either their Diſ- 


courſes or their Examples are, „ ah 


infectious Air, apt to corrupt and de- 
bauch. Tdlenefs muſt be expet dby Tudu- 
{try : Becauſe when we have got no 
todo, the Devil and our own Luſts will 
N'4. -  *'- 
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Occaſion of Sodom's Uncleanneſs and 
David's Adultery. Earneſt and con- 


that we receive Strength to oppo 


ſtant Prayer muſt be uſed: Becauſe by 
e 
d 


the corrupt Powers of gur Bodies an 
vile Affections. 20 BY 


.. Sixthly, All Unnataral Luſts are cer- 
tain Violations of the Laws of Chaſt- 
ty. For when the Men, leaving the Ma. 
tural Uſe of the Woman, diſhonour their 


own Bodies between themſelves, and burn 
in their Luſt one towards another, Men 


with Men, working that which is unſeemly; 
and when the Women give themſelves 


committing and fallin 
vile Aﬀections are, w 
horrs, what Revelation forbids, what 
the Apoſtle condemns, what the moſt 


"unto vile Aﬀettions, and change the Nati. 
ral. Uſe into that which is againſt Nature) 


Rom. i. they are guilty of one of the 
higheſt Crimes they are capable of 
into. Such 
t Nature ab- 


Brutiſh Heathens only praQtis'd, what 


were puniſh'd with Temporal Death un- 


1 
rc 


— 


} 


der the Law, what are threaten'd with 


Eternal Damnation under the Goſpel, 


what are juſtly abominable in the Sight 
of God and Man, and what were ſo 
ns "a ee ee ſeverely 


— 
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find us ſome Work: And this was the 
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| or Impurity. | 1 


ſeverly puniſh'd in that Vengeance nce which = 
fell upon Sodsp. - 


In ſhort, Impurity in general, whether 
Diſcurſive, Contemplative, or Practical, 


Natural or Unnataral, a Chriſtian is nei- 


ther to allow nor encourage. But he 


muſt * his Fleſh and mortiſie the Deeds 


of the Boch, and bring his Bodily Appe- 


tites under the Dominion of Reaſon, and 


govern his Corporeal Humours and Paſ- 
bons by Decency and Vertue, and nei- 


ther Luſt after an Unlanful Object, nor 


Sin by an Immaderate Gratification, even 
when the Object is Larfal. They that 
are Chriſt's muſt abſtain from the Works 
of the Fleſh. And the Works of the Fleſb 
are manifeſt, which are theſe, Adultery, For- 
nication, Uncleanneſs,- Laſciviouſneſs, and 
Revellings, and ſuch lille. 
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Occaſion. of Sodam's Uncleanneſs and 
David's Adultery. Earneſt and con- 


that we receive Strength to oppo 
the corrupt Powers of gur Bodies and 


Sisi All Vnnatursl. Luſts are cer. 
tain Violations of the Laws of Chaſti- 
ty. For when the Men, leaving the Na. 


tural Uſe of the Womap, diſhonour their 


own Bodies between themſelves, and burn 
in their Luſt one towards another, Men 
with Men, working that which is anſeemly; 


and when the Women give themſe e of 


"unto wile Afections, and change the Mat- 


ral. Uſe into that which i againſt Nature) 


Rom. i. they are guilty of one of the 
higheſt Crimes they are capable of 
committing and falling into. Such 


vile Aﬀections are, what Nature ab- 


horrs, what Revelation forbids, what 


the Apoſtle condemas, what the moſt 
Brutiſh Heathens only practis'd, what 
were puniſh'd with Temporal Death un- 
der the Law, what are threaten'd with 
Eternal Damnation under the Goſpel, 
what are juſtly abominable in the Sight 
of God and Man, and what were ſo 
r ſeverely 
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find us ſome Work: And this was the 


ſtant Prayer muſt be uſed: Becauſe by 
e 
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—s Tmpariy, 
ſeverly puniſh'd in that V 
fell upon Soda. 
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In ſhort, Impprityin general, whet 
Diſcurſive, C Clanton or Practical, 
Natural or Unnataral, a Chriſtian is nei- 
ther to allow nor encourage. But he 
mute his Fleſh and mortiſie the Deeds 
of the Body, and bring his Bodily Appe- 
tites under the Dominion of Reaſon, and 
govern his Corporeal Humours and Paſ- 
ions by Decency and Vertue, and nei- 
ther Luft after an Unlanful Object, nor 
Sin by an Immaderate Gratification, even 
when the Object is Lawful. ' They that 
are Chriſt's muſt abſtain from the Works 

of the Fleſh. And the Works f the Fleſb 

are manifeſt, which are theſe, Adultery, For- 
nication, Uncleanneſs,- Laſciviouſneſs, and 
Revellings, and ſuch like. © 
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The Danger of 'Sinfal Indulgentes in theſe 
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T Shall here conſider, what Dangers 
may be expected from God whom'we 
diſhonour, ſome peculiar Dangers to the 
Perſons whom we may injure, and otheg 
Dangers in general to our ſelves who are 


. | Fein 


the principa Offe nders. wy pi 
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from God hom we diſhonour. 


Hir, What Dangers may be expected 


18 


Him that honoareth God, will God hunbar. 


2 = ray ths | os) ol 
- It wa al thing to fa 
Guilty hs the Hands + the Living od. 


Now this will be the Condition of all 
ſuch Offenders ; And nothing but a ſpee- 


dy and fincere Repentance can prevent 
the avenging Stroke. 


It is plain that by Impurity we affront 
God the Father. Becauſe we caſt his 
Words behind us, and trample under 
Foot thoſe Laws, which ought to be kept 
for ever Inviolable and Sacred. uy 
| | "vi 


or Impuraty. 17 
what-can we wait for but a alt 252 | Fudg- 


ment, as he is a Wiſe and j DD 
of the World. 9 * ä 
It is a aiwoneuene God { the So on 
whoſe Members nd this Ar- 


ument the Apoſt] wut aſe of to diſs 
uade us from ſuch Practices, I Cor. vi. 
15. Kytow. Je not, that your Bodies are the, 
Member's 7 Ch riſt ? Shall I then tale the 
Members of Chriſt, and mate them the 
e. F an Hula ? God farkge: — 


It is alſo a än ing of che Hoh 
Ghoſt And ſo the ſame Apoſtle imme- 


diately after. the 3 Place, uſes 


this Argument, as effectual to diſſuade 
Men from Fornication. Verſ. 19. What, 
know Je not that your Body is the Temple of 
the Holy Ghoſt which is in you. So that 
by defiling our Bodies, we defile the 
Temple of the Spirit * God, whoſe. 
Office it is to puriſie our Bodies. And 
when we reſiſt the Motions of the Holy 
Gho#, and yield to thoſe of a contrary 
Spirit, we orce the a of 1 to re- 
15 a 15 p 2 


Since then Impurity is 'S 6 an 
Offence a 8 the whole Sacred Triniry, 
gments may not be dreaded 

from 


what J 


"4 Omnipotent G 
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1 „ Of Luft, ö 
from a Knowing; a Juſt,” a Holy, and 
We may _—_ what 

Threatnings hang over our Heads from 
Heaven for ſuch Impieties, by the Exam- 
ples of others who are recorded in Scyip. 
ture, as ſtanding Monuments of the Di- 
vine Diſpleaſure againſt the People of 
fuch Abominations. The ſevereſt Judg. 


ment, that ever befel any Place, even 


Fire and Brimſtone upon Sodom was for 
this Sin of Uncleanneſs. And the I/. 
lites committed Fornication, and for this 
Crime there fell in one Day three and twenty 
| Thouſand, And who that goes on in the 
ſame Way, can promiſe himſelf Impuni- 
ty. Theſe are Dangers, which all ſuch 
Perſons in general may reaſonably. fear 


and expect. 
Here then let Joſeph's Example in Gen. 
xxxix. be ſet before our Eyes, as an ad- 
mirable Inſtance of perfect Purity, and 
for his Principle that mov'd him to it. 
Certainly never was any Man's Chaſti- 


- ty more violently, more cloſely attack'd 
Tk 


an his was. The Temptation came 
from his Miſtreſs : But neither the Hopes 
of her Intereſt, nor the Fear of her Au- 

thority cou'd engage him to a Com- 
pliance. The Iemptation was repeat- 
ed, Day by Day ſbe ſpake anto him: ru 
III. | f 1 
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/zph no doubt thought, 
. comply'd with the Te | 
Mills he ſhou'd injure his Maſter, 
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or Impurity. 


ſtill he hear ken d not unto her, to he by her» 


or to be with ber, his Patience was -not 


wearied nor his Vertue ſhaken, His Ma- 
ſter was gone from Home, and nome of the 
Men of the Houſe were within, ſo that he 


might have committed the Crime with 


all imaginable Secrecy, without the Fear 
of Diſcovery: Let none of theſe things 


Heart maintain'd an aſcending Influence 


W over his Actions and reſtrain'd him 


from 5 a ADs How N 
great .Wickeaneſs and Sin again 6 7 
thartif he had 


betra Truſt, blaſt his Reputation, 
loſe his Friend, and ruin himſelf in a 
Country whither he was lately Sold, and 
where he was perfectly a Stranger: But 
ſtill the Diſhonour, Which his: Adalterous 
At wou'd throw upon God, was the 
chief Object of his Mind, and kept him 


mptations of his 
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from ſo filthy and ſo abominable a Deed. 


He ſaid not, How can I do this Wickedneſs 
and Sin againſt my Maſter, nor, Hom tan 1 


do this Wickedneſs and rain my ſelf?! No, his 


Chaſtity had not ſo mean à Foundation, 


but his Motive Was more Excellent and 
Divine, How, ſays. he, can I do this great 
Wickeantſs and Sin againit God? And let 


every 
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mt 
every one from his Example hear and 


learn e "act FE % 
bret nee 7114 


Serghah, Ink ur chad 21001 wh 
reſpect to op rey ier W. 
jure. If the —.— Who is intic'd and 
revail'd upon, be Single, ſhe has loſt 
her Credu and Reputation or ever. Shams 
and Diſhonour will aebend 1 Oh that will 
never be done away. hough Y 
Repentance and Saint Y more the 
may: be reſtor'd to the Divine Pavour 
yet the Malice of Men will be ſure to 
take cate to bury it neither in Silence not 
Oblivion: (/' What God is Willi to for- 
give, the World will be unwilling ro for- 
E. and this' is her” Condition, in af 
6 djerregent. Ter d 
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But it may hi the. nt der may 
N ay, perhaps ſhe' may add 1795 to 
Lat, and to prevent the featful L008 4 
guilty: Shame, may either deſtro 

ee "ro_g in the Womb, or di dach 
the Infant as ſoon as it is Born. * 
then if ſhe be provok'd to commit fuch 
Crimes as theſe, if ſhe be put into 4 
Courſe of Sinning from which ſhe may 
never turn, it is the Damning of her 
Soul eternally Which is che higheſt Pu- 


niſhment, | 


it) 
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= = God es can cither threaten 
ar inſſetd +: 5 Yo 141 am! 3667 ond We . 


lp the Perſon who is int 
tate 


mild upon, be in a 


ned 4 il wy 


of e, 


then, beſides thoſe Tag hich Tips 
juſt now He Toon in the former 


Te Wi ol ng 


w 


. 
which Will 
At leaſt ale any ene Ke 
prives her of .. ˖ t. Conjugal ö 4 
which ought to be between, Husband 
and Wike... "It robs ter of that L Love and 
Fidelit i to 8 ſhe No {o-ſalemaly 
oblig'd. It gives Oecaſion, and quſt O- 
caſion, for that. Nba of Jealoufy, 
9 — 7 is truly call'd the ag 2 Man 
and deſtroys the Pom e a Lite. 
And it ky an Unlawful dye into a 
9 And 1 I have mention d 
theſe thing , I need to ad no more. 
Theſe are ech none hut 
the Miſeries of the 6 can — 
equal or exceed. 2. State is a Hl 
upon 1 and Maca pam af a Hell 
yond it. There are ſome other Natu- 
ral Fruits of. this. Vice, which;attend. all 
fich Perſo e a Will bac 
lider'd by wing 
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mech, 


mah, That 1 is Fen 
with ral Of to our LL who are the 


8 Offenders. 1 f 
In the firſt Place, 1 is injurious to 
Heath, as being a Sin directly againſt 


the Body. For, as the Apolt 3 argues, 
4 Cor. vi. 18. Other $1 
are without the Body: But he that a” 


4 5 Fornication, finneth againſt his own Bo. 


7 8 Solomon fays, that 4 Man goes after 
"this Vice, 4 in Ox goeth to the Slawghter, 
or as 4 Fivl ta the C orrettion of. the Storks, 
till 4 Dart #rike 155 V bis Liver, 4 


Bird 1 85 to the 4 and knoweth na 


that it is for bis Li lik And ſo he is brought 
to mourn ar the laſt, when his Fleſh and 
his Body are conſum'd. Early Debau 
chery daſhes the Sprightlineſs of Ton 
-antedates the Miſeries' of Old Age, 
ſometimes prevents the Stench and Cor- 
ruption of the Grave. Many ſtrong 
Men have been wounded-and ſlain 
their own Luſts, and died Martyrs 1 
the Devil's Cauſe. Their Bodies have 
rotted to ſuch a' Degree, that they have 


been abhorrd and avoided, even before 


l * have been Dead. 


. 
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"We if TH „814 41 i 
Again, It is prejudicial to Reputation. 
For whatever, other Fame: nun a Per- 


will get a Wound and Diſhonour,.whieh 


will remain as a Scar to Poſterity. There 


is 2 wonderful Sagacity in ſomè in find- 


ing out. F aults, and ther e are generally; 


nd much Time are requiſite to: 
acquire a gogd Name; but one ſuch Vice 


ene to retain them.. Man 
races 


in a Moment is enough to loſe it for ever 


5 N * * i 1 4 . 4 a ac: . p 2 44 N 
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And again, it ruins a Man's; £#ate.; 
Becauſe it. brings the Carle of God up- 
on his Labours. And becauſe the Fealts, 
ings and Revellings, the Gifts and Rert 
wards,. which. do uſually attend it, ars 


wet, and will conſume his Subſtance. 


tis therefore given in Scripture as good 
Advice, Prov. v. B, 9, 10: 

come not nigh. the Door of ber. Houſe; leit 
Strangers be filled with thy Wealth, and 19 
Labours be in the Honſe of 4 Strager. For 
Prov. vi. 26. By means of a Whoriſh No. 


man, A Man is brought to a Piece of Bread. 


This Vice preys, upon the Maintenance, 

and extends to the Ruin of Whole Fami- 

lies. The Bread, the Inheritance of an; 
Fre 7 89,9 0 innocent 


i Sen, re, 
nove thy N. 7 fr 01-4 ſtrange Waman 4 


ages as it 
\ FF og lege 7 he's; Soul for ever. 
For — 4 —. banouruble In all, and the 
Bed undefil d, bat Mhoremo 125 450 Adel 
gh Go will u 3 4g, "Heb. 
Sentence 2 thay 4 ' are 
brech to Judgment; ill be moſt fa 
reaching ro an utter e Ealluen from ih 
Kingdom! of Hauen, and the pofitive 
Puniſhment of Brernel DeſtruMion!'The 
Apoſtle thus determines the firſt - Part, of 
their unhappy Condition, 1 Cor. i 3 
10. Be not N neither Fornigators, nr 


Alulterers, nor Effeminate; nt bo of 
lan wah, fhall | inherit 5 


themſelves . 
* e Go. And K workin 5. Thi 
know, That 20 ieee, nor "ute 
ba Perſon, hath am Inleritunce in the 
Ning don "E Crit andof God. St. Joby 
is expreſs as to the politive Puniſh- 
ment, Rev. xxi. 8. Where we read, 
Whoremongers ſhall have their Part in that 
1. wg barperh with Hire and Brim- 
one. 


What St. Paul ays my " Fornichtion 
may be as truly faid of all kinds of Im- 
e Wen of Luxury and Exceſs, and 
any 
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pected, fo long as the Untawtnl Embra- 


an! ter Cine Tag Mer its chief Ori. 
1 from che Body. Becauſe they, Who 
o ſheh© things, 8 * "againſt 


. ; 


their 0wn' Bodis. the 

Strengt 2 Faſe, - Hap 5 of * 

1 hs Life, but aga = Hope 
Expectation of a Glorions, Reſu 

os | att Day, N By th 705 box] 

ee e pre wy An POP), In 

W cen m 20 
How ag Glorious Reſuttection del, 


ces of Forellen 10 Aclultery are itt- 4 


dulged. For theſe Indulgences God iw 
away by an amazing Judgment thre 
and dc y. Thouſand hy. 7 


one 1. and even 12 any Urs 1155 
in fuch a Cauſe. nr can 
meet with, when t A from the 

Dead, but to have both” dy and Soul 

caſt into n Torments. 


How can 2 Glorious Reſurrection 
be expected, ſo long as Men and Wo- 
men diſhonour their Bodies, contrary 
to the Ends and Inclinations of Na- 
ture? And ſince this Abomination, which 
carries an Affront to Humane Nature it 
ſelf, was the Sin of Sodom, and remar- 
kably, ſeverely puniſh'd with Fire and 

O 2 Brimſtone 
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| 
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| 
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rit, when they riſe f * 
to change the Kies 6 this worlt by 


uſts for the hotteſt Flames of 1 5 


Thür 050 thin 4 
greſſors, an e Vour ſelves Men, ſhew 
your ſelves bs tans, | Our ies are 
the Members of Chrift, and appointed 
for Immortality. ae let us Pay 
them a mighty i a, watch- 
ful Tem perance and a 5d Chaſit, 
200 5 when the Sounding Trumpet 
1 1 ſhake the trembling Ground, when 
1 8055 ſhall quicken, and the 
Kath Dead n we ſhall with 
ſoy meet our new Dy Bodies, and 
made Partakers of a Glorious Re- 


ſurrection to the Liſe a 


through Je 7 10 ee our Lord. 


what can duch N = 
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"HE Scripturg uſually mentions chis 
Vice under this Name. For it is 
cal'd Fah, 1 in Gen. xxxiv. 7. and ii Sam. 


viii, 12 And this, not on y as à more 


modeſt Name for the Sin, hut as being in 
Reality ſuch. The you < Which 
Solomon beheld through his Caſement, 
going through the Os ta the Harlot's 

Houle, is ſaid to be a Joung Man void of 


| Underſtanding. And indeed'this Scripture. 


Character will be found not to be un- 


juſtly given, when we have conlider'd, 


how it proceeds. hn ear arer te by 

1 W 41160137 91 1 S Se! £1290 

"The: Wiſdom or. Folly. of Man, is to 

be ſeen in the Conduct * his Life. By 
this we judge of his Weakneſs: or Diſere- 
tion. 8 if the Conduct of this de- 
bauch'd Perſon be not guided by Ratio- 
nal Principles, then the Government of 
his how 5 weak. And that it is not ſo 
uided, L urge two Principles re 
fm, which may be clearly proved.” 


The 2 is, That there is no Preparing: 


—— 


— amen ceeat—— — — 8 wy 
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the Inconvenience that do attend and fol- 
low it. The Pleaſure is ſhort and mo- 
mentary; the Inconveniences durable 
and laſting. The Pleaſure is Corporeal 
and Brutiſh ; the Inconveniences reach 
to the Body and Mind, Eſtate and Repu- 


tation. The Pleaſure is only in this Liſe, 


and then only when the Body is ſtrong; 
but the Inconveniences attend both 
Health and Sickneſs, and purſue the 


Man even beyond the Grave 


(nb wha 7 NN 1912 Wanna, 
Where then lies the Wiſdom of his 


Conduct, who chuſes ſuch a Courſe of 


Life, as robs him of a far greater Plea- 
ſure than it brings? Can he be call'd 
Wiſe, who ſuffers himſelf to be blindly 


hurry'd on by an impetuous and unruly 


Appetite? Is he a prudent Man, who 1s 
reſolv'd to ſatisfie a Beſtial Deſire, what- 
ever it coſt him in this Life and the 
Next? And yet this is the Caſe of our 
Debauchee. His Sin is very heinous be- 


fore God, and deſtroys the Strength of his 


Body and Mind, and is follow'd with 
Shame and Poverty, and will bring his 


And yet, Fool as he i, he fill goes on to 


gratifie his Luſt, and tamely ſubmits to 


the Virulence of his Corporeal Humours. 
Though perhaps he has found himſelf 
LT - 4 > 34 deceiv'd 


e erer rec. 


Body and Soul to Eternal Deſtruction: 
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2 e Ineonveniences. 
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| 7 Tard pee and his. Expe- 


dation went beyond his Fruition, as 1 
believe, all. Sinners actually do; Yet 
when, the Tide, of Bodily Deſires x return 
igour, excited and inflamed, 
his heated i tranſports him to 

inchanted Caſtles 2 Delight and Plea- 


fare, and his former xperience does not 


overbalance the preſent Temptation. 
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indeed d will be the more 
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in their Power to perform, in time 1 date 
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ſtle argues, Heb, vi. 16. Nen Veri Swee 
by the greater. And certainly an 05 
an Appeal to ſome inretigch Rag 
riour to our ſelves, to a Bei 9 9 
dom and Power, of Wiſdom ſu Gent th 
diſcover the Truth of our Minds, and 
Power ſufficient to avenge the Falſhood 
of our Mouths.” Now if When we Swear 

Heaven, by Earth, by Jerufalem, 1 

e Head, we mean no more than the 
ſible Heaven, than this material Earth, 
a ſtately City and Temple, or 
. of Fleſh and Bones, we make 4 
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yo — we 1275 which have neither 
Senſe, nor oo nor Underſtanding. in 
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Weakneſs, whether he Who offers an 


Oath in ſuch a a Senſe, or he Who belowes 


upon, the: Eyidence of ſuch an, Oath; Be- 
cauſe upon ſifting the Matter to the Bot- 


0 7 the [as andy and Folly appears 


be ſo ridiculous and notorious, as cane | 
x2. in either of the Caſes gain Admiſſien 
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This dall fuer for + the Occefiar and 
Meaning of the former Part T tee 
Words of our Saviour. And we may 
aſtruction and 
tom our ſelves 
to Swear by Heaven, by our Faith, upon 
our Soul, upon our Salvation, or the hke, 
we do in effect Swear by our Maker and 
daviour, though we as not actually ſay 
by God: and by Jeſus. In ſuch Caſes we 
certainly ſtand condemm d wt this Pre- 
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q Wa tneſs, but to che Juſtice of God as an 
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ceiv d; of Taſtice, and ſo not byaſs*d by 
Partiality and Fear; and of Power, and 
ſo ready. arm'd to execute Vengeance 


ume to Swear falſly b 
a ene 


9 7 * as it mightily tends to the Honour 


God, by an implicite' Confeſſion of 


ae his ten, And moreover, by 
the Conſent of all Nations an Oath has 
been eſteem'd a Re 


ons A 2 
and Binding Obli 1 


ſerves what we ſay at all times, and 
wherever We are he is a certain Witneſs 


to our Ex | goes whether we Swear 


or not, and we can go no Where from his 
But it is the direct Calling 
upon God to be then a Witneſs to the 


ruth of what we at that time aſſert ot 


promiſe, that makes it an Act of TR 
j * Solemn Piece of Worſhip. 


And yet in a Religious Oath we ao not 


Avenger if e ſpeak falſe. And here lies 


the high ion to o oblige te us to ter 
in "Tru, in Right eſs, an 
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tion. And the 80. 
lemn Invocation of God as a Witneſs is 
an immediate Inſtance of the Worſhip 
we pay to God in this Ac. God ob. 
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judgment. We appeal to God's Power, 
25 Well as Knowledge, when we ſwear 
by Him, and not only conſent, but deſire, 
that the Judgments of Heaven may over- 
take us, if we falſifie our Word, or do 
. not ſpeak the Truth, the whole Truth, 
and nothing but the Truth. There are 
various Forms of adminiſtring Oaths in 
various Nations and different Ages; but 
that which is uſual and prevails in our un 
E eftabliſh*d by our o.·Ʒan 
Laws, does emphatically expreſs this bin- 
ding Sanction. For ate the End of our 
adminiſter d Oath it is particularhy ad- 
ded, So help je Gad and the Contents HA this 
Book. - Tos this Clauſe the Party Sworn 
gives his Aſſent by laying his Hand upon 
the Holy "Goſpel, and Kiſſing it. All 
which is as much as if he had faid; IH 
Jie, let me have no Part in the Grace and 
9 


Mercy of God, and ina the Blood f Chriſt; 3 
"may I be uccunſed in this Marla, and let - "2 
Name be blotted: out f the Book of Life. : 
Wa „ Dnoyed 12/12 4d oraeasbivition. 

Nov, ſince this is rhe Nature of a So- 

lemn Oath offer d and taken beſbre a 
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Lawful Magiſtrate, L cannot conceiwe 
how any Perſon of the moſt ſcrupulous 


Judgment! can poſſibly diſcern the leaſt 
Moral Evil in any Part of it. It carries 5 
no Repugnancy to any one Principle af 
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emen o Bapmanbu]i. ant. 
E Eſpecially if we conſider the Exd of 
it, Which is for the Confi mas ion of, 

| thing doubtful in its own: Nature. For 
_—_ _ ſeveral important Affairs of the World 
—_ fall vaſtly ſhort of being m__ 


dent Demonſtration, and only depend 
1 upon the Teſtimony of Humane Faich. 
13 And fince Humane Teſtimony: may fall 


: ledge, but throug the Want of Integri- 
ty, it 18 fit we thou'd have the utmoſt Ja- 
tisfaction given us of ſpeaking the Truth 
in Sincerity. And if an Appeal to the 
Knowledge of God as a Witneſs of Truth, 
and to the ſuſtire of God as an Avenger 
of Falſhood, will not gain Credit to our 
Words and Faith | Men. Dif- 
putes muſt never have an End, this be. 
ing the lafſ Trial that can be made, and 
no Evidence to be given beyond it. This 
made the Apoſtle to aſſert, Heb. vi. 16. 
- An Oathfor Confirmation is to Men an End 
_=—_ | all Strife. And this has occaſion'd all Na. 
| - =ions'to teſt upon this Means as the final 


Deciſion of Cbntroverſies. It does not 


indeed follow, that the Fruth is intirely 
found out through the dini ef 
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us, not only — > the Want of Kno. 
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may be too fall of Perjuries, and for - 
kind of falſe Swearing I fear uy ol 
ours does greatly; mourn and is fadly, ex- 
pos'd to the; Divine Judgments; But 


out · ſin this Method, 
very Face of God, and invoke; the 
of Truth moreover to atteſt this Lie, we 
muſt be content ta beat thę injur 
Conſequences ef ſuch. Blafp * 
a e a 
igher Obligation upon the Con- 
ſciences of Min to ſpeak the Truth fr 
their Hearts. And 


and Juſtice of God, ey Vis 105 
the Peace and Welfare of M wo A 
miniſtration. of it muſt 
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For thus we read, 2 vi. LE 
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ſbalt ear the Lord thy God _ VE VE 15 | 


and ſhalt ſwear Ons, AN our Sa- 
viour's voring of. the O ts Law, as a 
Caution againſt falſe en Un 357 as an 
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fron 5 Will of od in former Rese 
how Law ful and Neceſſary it was 

chien Mech and of [what Obligation 
A, allow Ao e ac with Ne 
are, an ity it Ought to 

be attended to -and fulfil 4% Nba 
Gui of: Perjuty {& hi thly condemn in 
Holy Writ ſuppoſes the Lawfulneſß of 
= Ari trüly in Judicial Caſes. The 
ſt chr we oa draw from*theſe expreſs 
Paſſages is, how agreeable ſuch a kind of 
Oath, S erigully taken in Courts of Hu 


| mane Natkardte, r che Glory of God 


and the Confirmation of doubtful Mat- 
ters, is to the Divine Will. And it mu 


be 4 perfect Violence to our T houghts | 


imagine, that God ſhou'd either com 
mand or allo of any thing in his . 
veal'd Will, that is in its own Nature mo- 


rally Evil. Neither is there any Reaſonto 
ink that his revealed Will in the Goſ⸗ 


pel is in this cafe contrary to the expreſs | 


Declaration of his Will under the Law 
and the Prophets. For although there 
is a Diſſenting Set of our o Nation, 
who make a Conſcientious Scruple upon 
the Mattet; and are the only Puri of 
Men in the Chriſtian World that refuſe 
the takin 0 of-a Religious Oath! when 
furnmon? to ĩt us a "Legat Aurhorjep 


our Oa . v. 4 ee clear mer 
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troverſies; ſor then they wou'd fulfl 
the Command 0 7 2 „the Command 
of Chriſt in this Place having no Regard 
to any thing farther, But if their Reli- 
gious Tea proves to be Ng, and their Nay 
15 found to * Tea; if. they. ma eng. Con-, 
| z Tcienee 


"4 


ata. ate. AO. ot. 


_ — — 
= 20. "Of® Swearing. 
ſcience . Lying, whilſt they prctenl 
Conſtience againft Swearing,” 4 Linh 
that is in them is exceffive, and'I feat, 
wilful” Dartneſi, and their Pi 
Serupuloſity owing to ſome other Princi 
ple than a Regard to C . Se L 
Fel, As a farther Condemnation 
| this unreaſonable Scruple, add 
the Examples of God H wt the ies, i 
archs, Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, 
erve as commendable Pre elents to hun 
e our 155 tation and Prattice been. 
Ae RO Sod gives us his on 
le; Wo ha ea to 8 
BR 7 by k ſelf, as we on 
b. ili, II. As I live e ſaith the 
Ge 7 bive no Pleaſure 3a 50 the Death of the 
Wicked: And Yor xxii,” 6. T Swe 
My Self, "Fark the Lori, ba this "How 7 
become 4 Deſolation. When Abimele "a 
of Gera, convers'd with A. 
e him to Sweat by 
Fee not deal Kally with” 5 Fn 
ly comply'd,” and ſeud, 1 wil 
ory "Gt, 4 off! 23, 24. And the face 
Pariatch made one of his Servants 17 5 
unto him upon a particular Occafion, Gro 
3 75 757755 4. Put I pray tber thy Hand uni | 
bh dd was the Form of f giv 
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1d Swear by the Lord, the Cod f Heaven and 
i Wl (he God of Earth, abus thus ſbalt aut take 8 
Ir, Wife unto my Son of the Daughters of | the 


Cauaanites among ft whom I anꝝll; but. hau 
ſhalt go unto my Country and to my Rindred, 
and take a Wife unto my Son Iſaac. The 
Holy Apoſtles made uſe of this Way of 
invoking God to atteſt the Truth of what 
they ſaid; as St. Paul's Oath, Rom. i. 9. 
God i my Witneſs : Ant Gal. i. 20, Be- 
hold before God Ilie nat. And that which 
is moſt conſiderable and convincing in 
this Point is, That our Bleſſed Saviour 
anſwer d upon Oath in Court When he 
vas call'd thereunto. For thus we read 
Matt. xxvi. 63, 64. The High oy 
anſwer'd and ſaid unto him, Ladjure thee: 
the Living Gad, that thou tell us, whether 
thou be . Chriſt, the Son of God. To 
this our Saviour anſwer'd, Lhoa halt ſaid. 
Which Form of Speech as it was rightly 
underſtood by the Hearers, ſo it imply*d 
thus much, Thou hat gi ven me an Oath to 


declare unto jou whether I be the Chriſt, the 
Son of the Living God; and 1 anſwer before 
you upon' your Adjuration, That it is jo, 'as 


thou' ha# ſaid, that I am the Chriſt, and 
that I am the Son of the Living God, % And + 
this moſt certainly he wou'd not have 
done upon any account, had he himſelf 

by thoſe foremention'd Words, Swear not 
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41 all, meant an utter Prohibition of all 
Oaths upon the moſt: ſolemn Occafian, 
What can be urged in this Caſe more 
powerfully Perſwaſive than theſe Conſi. 


derations. I ſhalt only ads 


' Fourthly,” That it has been approved 
of by the aniverſal Practice of all Muti. 
ons. And it is ſtrange that the Law 
of Nature ſhou'd dictate a thing which 

is Unlawful, or that ſhay'd have any 
moral Turpitude or Eviſho in it. Let us 
ſearch into the ancient Statutes and mo- 
dern Laws of every Country under 
Heaven; let us Read the Hiſtories and 
obſerve the Schemes of Government in 
the Heathen, Jewiſh, - and Chriſtian 
World, and ſee what Methods the Wik 
dom of Rulers have pitch'd upon ſbr 
the Security of Obedience, and the Dif 
covery of Truth, and the Deciſion ef 
Controverſies, and we ſhall find the 
Solemnity of an Oath Univerſally to pre- 
'vail as the laſt and utmoſt Teſt of hu- 
_ mane Faith. And what a. ridiculous 
RKRudeneſs and conceited. Arrogance is it, 

to ſay no worle, for a new upſtart Ge- 
neration of Men to contradict the ge- 
neral Suffrage of Mankind, as if all the 
World had been Wicked and da 
ene eri - . . ATM 
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| Wear in common Converſation is 
a arin incomes; ſinful 258 Lice; 
uſe. it. is 72 us'd for a Religiaus At. 
The Name of e "OY 
mentions" in 2 lemn Manner, with 
any . — of Mind, nor the le 
Intention of Reverence and Worſhiþ. 
It is us'd with abundance of Raſhne 
and ſometimes Mien are Inſenſible thro 
a, cuſtoma Habit when they, mention 
8 1 is ſpoken. of ſlightly, and Treated 

— Dilelpen There is no Deſign to 
magnifie his ron lege nor celebrate 


* Power, neither is that Deference 


paid to DAP. in our, Expreſſions that we 
ſhow when we are ſpeaking of the Acts, 
and P PerfeRtions and Names of Princes 
or our EY, And what then can + 
his be but in truth the taking of God's 
Name in Vain, which he has abſolutely _ 
Forbidden us to do? What is this but 
in e to uſe him with Scorn and 

Contempt 
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Contempt who is the Being of Beings 
and Fountain of Honour, and to play, 


with. a_ Blind and ſtupid Security, with 
that dreadful Name, which Rends the 
Mountains and Tears in Pieces the 
Rocks, and at whoſe Rebuke the Earth 
trembles, and the very Foundations of 
the Hills do ſhake? To dally with Ma- 
jeſty and Omnipotence in this Manger 
is to render it Cheap and Deſpicahle 
How can ſuch Cuſtoms as theſe conſiſt 
with the Belief of Providence and Ne. 
velation ? We ought never to ſpeak” of 
you * riſing up and calling him 

_ TT 


F Fr 
4 p a 4. 
: 1 * 10 As 11 


Again, Swearing, or Uſing the Nar 
of God in common Converſion is a v6 
ry heinous and ſinful Practice, becauſe 
it is not Us'd for a Religions End. AI 
other lawfcl Oaths are intended, even in 
the very Adminiſtration of them, for the 
deciding of momentous Controverſies, 
which cou'd be no ' otherways ended 
than by an Appeal to the Knowledge 
and Power of God. But how many un- 


-neceflary Oaths and Curſes do we heat, 
and how much prophane Talk is utter'd 
in mixt and merry Meetings? Vollies 
of Imprecations are expreſs d upon the 
moſt trifling Occaſions and ſlighteſt Pro- 
hs | vocations, 
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rocations:! The Majeſty: uf Heaven = 
Earth is call'd ito witneſs) an imperti- 
nent Saying, and his Name is taken to 
every five Words they utter ; and per- 
haps too, to juſtify filly/and palpable 
Stories, and the moſt; : manifeſt! Lies. 
Now far be it from any Chriſtian to 
think ſuch Praktices Innocent. What 
unaccountahle Boldneſd is this? Mhat 
can be more Inſolent nude religious 
than to in God to atteſt our Tri- 
ſles, to give Security for our Follies and 


Tran 2 — Ser UE RIO of our 
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Beſides, ning + in common. Con- 
verſation is a very, heinons and ſinful 
Practice, becauſe pl is a Breach of the 
Divine Commands. For God in his re- 
vealed Will by; Moſes'exprelly ſays, Thou 
ſhall not take the Name the Lordi God 
in vain. In ſeveral other Places amaagſt 
the Prophets he has charged his Peo- 
Wo to Swear by his Name falſely. Our 
jour enjoins his Diſciples ſaying, Swear 
not at all, hu let. your Communication be 
Tea, Tea, Ny, Ny. And be tells them 
plainly, That whatſc ſoever is more than this 
cometh of Exil, 7 £* tp 4 Evil - 
in it 5 but proceedeth from an evil 
Cauſe, even the Devil that great Temp: 
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ter, and tendeth to a great many y er 
Ends. Sit down a while and conſider 
theſe things, vain Man; lay them 0 
Heart and ponder them in thy M 
and then think łhy vain 3 
ring by the God that ma 
the Chrift that Redeemꝰd thee 
cent, if thou canſt. 'The"Law "= 
God chou Readeſf |to'be/plain/againk 
thee, all good Chriftians abhor ſuch con- 
temptuous” horrid Expreſſions, and thy 
own Conſcience, when pauſing and-4- 
wakened, muſt join in the Condemng- 
tion. For a farther Proof of the Guilt 
of this Sin, the Reader muſt be referr'd 


to its Conſequences; diftinctly 8 
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8 Acknow ledge, that God is 
Worthy all Honour, Worſhip, Wei 
ration, Eſteem, and Service. Becauſe he 


and hath Power and Anthotity: over us. 
Upon this-accourit Praiſes qught to be 
Celebrated: not only by us, but by all 
that ſhall come aber us tothe World's 
End, as well as the Saints and Angels 


Practice and Opinion agree . | 
when we [tols about the e of his 


moſt Exerilent Majeſty in 
low'd Mouths: often upon Ting an _ 
ſometimes upon Sinful. Occafions;”. 

A 10 e997 6% 1 OI 7 re | 


A common Swearer muſt; be/Guilty | 


of the 


higheſt! Irreverence. He comets 
tells the World how lightly he re 


the Almighty; and how earneſtij he 
Propagates\ With a wicked:Zeal the fame 
Diſeſteem in Mankind. Ifche believes 
there is a God above, What muſt! he 
fancy this God to be? Surely he muſt 
| him: to be ſach a Deity; af the 
nl Heatlhiens Worſhipped, one Deaf, 
Dumb, and Blind; a: Deity that is 
not at all Jealous. of his Honour and 
| but can ſit down under every | 
8 Affront 
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8 that is put upon him. We can- 
rigor __ am other No- 
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calls the Bolt "Wile, the ork the 
erful Being of the Univerſe, 
| the Obſtrver o Trifles the Aber; 
AE af Exil, and the Approverirof Inju 
ſtice. And what is this butt — 
ding, Diſeſteem 1 and Diſhonourin 
him in the hi Degree by 19 97 
ku town in e N others. 
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Diſbonou as (if we may Compare great 
— ſmall) e are not Gullty af 
in Parallel Caſes 3 ſelves. We 
ſeldom mention the Names of Kings, 
and Temporal Governours, or other 
Superiours, without great Compoſure of 
Mind and upon ſolemn Occaſions ; eſpe- 
cially if they be, not only Excelent in 
themſelves, but actually Preſant with us, 
then it is done with the deepeſt Modeſty 
ity projoundet Submillica, - 3 20 
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Shall we; then olfer that W 
f Incivility, that 17 7 1 of Breeding and 
1 wy Manhers, if I may uſe the Exprei- 
ſion, to our Infinite a d Almigh ty Crea- 
tour, which we re wou'd — to 4 S 
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a 7 fiperiour Mortal ? Who is he amo mon ft the 
Clouds that ſpall be compar d umto the Lord? 


And what, is, he among the Gods that (hall 
be like upto. the Lord? He ought, then 


very greatly to be fear d in the... Counſel 


. of the Saints, 4nd 20 be had. in. RIS, : 
of 4 al them that are round abogt.. s vari; 
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Such a RT FE has, moreover the 
Circumſtance of doing it to, the very 
Face of God. For he | ſees us where- 
ever we are, he watches whatever we 
do, is privy. to the Thoughts of our 
Hearts, an Wee every Expreſſion 
of our Mouths. And how dare we call 
this God, who! is ſo 2 us and in whons 

ave un Beings, to 
witneſs our Falſboods and Damn Our 
Souls, Who, if his Mercies were not 
greater then our Iniquities deſerv d, 
might take us at our Word and ſend us 
2 into Hell ? If King eben made 

angry Reſentment u 

Will he force the Queen b 7 me in the 
Houſe? What an 8 may we form 
tor the greatneſs 2 the Guilt of Diſho- 


aouring the Name of God when God 


is actually preſent with us, and ſtands 
wer fo horridly 0 ? 
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N Bigger, we chigen gur may ſe 
our Guilt and Bluſh at this Albedo 
ing the Name of the moſt true 600 
and ſpeaking lightly and prophanely cf 
our immortal Souls and the Fundamen 
tal Principles of our moſt holy Religion, 
when we conſider the Practice of the ve. 
ry Heathens in ſuch Caſes. For t 
wou'd never endure their Gods, whi 
indeed were no Gods, to be Ul-ſpoken of 
or Defamed ; neither were the Opinions 
Which they eld or the Principles which 
they belle and maintain'd, tho R. 
diculous and Abſur'd, mention d without 
A Superſtitious Reverence. And if then 
the erſons, Whom they Tdolatrouſly 
Worſhipꝰ'd, were fo y Eſteem d as 
not to name them without Reſpect, and 
it the Religious Articles peng 
Were always worthy of deep Veneration, 
we may learn our Sin and Shane! in Di- 
Honouring the moſt true God and his 
-moſt ſaczed Truths, ſince it is a Degree 
of Guilt the Heathens dom fell into 
and carefully avoided. MWh 
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Farther yet, This Aiſhoncuring the 
Name of God by common Swearing has 
this other aggravating” Circumſtance! 
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Waſoip of God and Oberes t his Laws 
For I cannot think any Perſon will 10+ 
lemnly Wor ſhip him Hoem he does not 
moſt highly Eſteem, nor obey his Laws 
with Sincerity whom he does not regard. 
Diſ. eſteem creates medn- Thoughts, and 
Diſobedience will be the natural Reſult 
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Sinful, as it is a Diſhonouring/ of 2 
which Diſhonour is attended with Cir- 
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It's! an hg to othtyr Becauſe: it 
an: 1 to the World — 
draws many Nien into the like Sin. 
'Thoſe that) hear us Speaking of: wicked 
Blaſphemy and*Talking againſt the moft 
High, will be too y Inſtructed 
an Taught to do the fame 2 
Andi is it not a fad thing to be the Propa- 
gator of Wickedneſs, to teach theWorkd 
todeſpiſe God, to partake of other Mens 
Crimes, and perhaps to ruin their Souls 
Etetnally. There is no Vice ſo:ſoon, fo 
eiſily Learnt as this of Swearing. This 
dae nay. 0 from obſerving how 

R common 


cmmenicioecine tienes: lden in 
the Streets taking the Name of their God 
in vain; even when they can {ſcarce ſpeał 


their -w. Which was ſcaree poſſible 


ſor them to do, without having Exam 
piles of the like: Nature amongſt 


and hearing ſo frequently the 1 


preſſions from others. And this T 
Lodg'd deeply in our Minds, might (Pm 
ſure it und engage us from thus Of- 
Tb» our: b 33 es; lu 
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to of Becauſe it too often leads to 
Perjurys a Sin very Pernicious to the 


Lives and Fortunes of NOT. Tis-10- 
deed likely, that he, who Swears vainly 
for Trid&, will Swear flſd 2 Profit. 
For how) can an Oath 
who has no Regard for God and Rel 
on; And how. Then can an Oath bealy 
Jecuriby to us againſt the Injuries an 
MWrongs df ſuch Men, when they have 
the 3 — of conſiderable 
Advantage by it. He, who never regards 
he Teſtimony of God at Home, wil 
Never regard the T of Godin 
Corts And what à ſad thing is it, 
chat our Lives and: Eftates ſhould lie at 
alle Mercy of ſuch Men's Oaths, as light- 
+ value and et at naught. the God = 
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3 1 am far 2 think 
* very Iajurious to 
be en People, that all chat they; 
in this World, and their very Lived 
RG HE 
upon the generous / r. re 
ſo Prophane in their ERxꝑreſſions, ſo Looſe 
in them Morals, and n en puma 
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0 yet again, comman- earibg\is | 
2 Neranſe it fille ug 
the Lojqudities of a People, and haſtens 
the Judgments df Heaven. For tha We 
Read in Jer. xXiii; 10. Becawſs 


the Land mourneth. It Was tlie 
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at any Time and in — Place argues 
ſuch an Increaſe of Prophaneneſs and 
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Decay of Religion, as will Jay a Land 
deſolate, and _— God to ſay; Sh 
ÞF'not viſit for theſe things, ſaithi the | Lord) 
and ſhall not my Soul bt Avenged of ſuch 4 
Nation as thu ! And is it nothing, O thou 
vain Swearer, to be Inſtrumental to the 
Ruin of a People, and mix the Innocent 
with the Guilty in a ſpreading Cala: 
mity ? I pray God our unhappy Profici« 
ency, in theſe Sins, may not incanſe God 
to ree as to B 
in the and puniſſi us as we de. 
ſerve in a remarkable Manner till we 
learn not to Blaſpheme. Every; time e 
y and falſely, we are —— 


Swear raſhly 
tlie heap of National 
ing up Wrath againſt the Day ur Wrath 
And whenever we cauſe the Fury of the 
Lord to break forth, We cannot fail of 
being Injurious ta our Neighbaurs. Be- 
a bed well as: Bad, thro 
— uity will be involvꝰdeim the ſame 
l neee ci bas 
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ray, Common Swearing has diſmal 
Affects, as it proves Dangerous to our 
Wer. This will be Evidenrby:coalidet- 
ing hat may juſtly be Expected both- 
from God and Mas. F it bis d 
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0 OY From:God. Shou'd the Almi 
ty tale a Swearer at his Word, and ſens 
Damnation upon 


it, *twou'd be hut aquit aud equitable 
Judgment. And is there a thing in 
Nitute ſo barbarous co it as hei to 
his r togdell 
ver Him up to the Power: and Puniſh- 
ment of Ne Devil 2 O thou vain Sweat: 
er! Are the Torments a Hell de ſirable? 
Canſt thou dwell th verlaſting Bugs 
ings? Is it not a terrible thing to fall in- 
ro 2 Hands of an Angry God? Wh 
then doſt thou deſire God to lay: t 
things upon thy, Soul? Oh let the xd 
manity —.— of this Sin, difcou; 
rage and terrifie these from t. 
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Butitdodat a dangerous bus Sin, only be- 
— God may juſtly deal With the Offen- 
det according; to bis own, Wiſhes and De- 
ſires, — he wil purſue ſuck a 
Sinner with his: Judgments, according 
to his own. expreſs Threatnings. For in 
he third Commandment; he declares, 
that He will not hold. him Guiltleſs that ta- 


eth bis Name in vain, that is, he ſhall be 


held Guilty, and by no means eſcape his 


W e There are other Places 
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kim hen he calls for. 
it, and defires\t,. and has ſo often, wiſh'd 
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executed when: compar'd 
with the Eaermul Puu 


this Guilt in the other State ? Thoſe ma- 
Ay Oaths, which no vaniſh inthe ſpea- 
king and fly into the Ait, will all meet 
their Offenders, and center in dhe net hei- 
moſt Hell, Where they, :wto:bave-had 
Damnation ſooften in their Mouths, wil 
without à particular Re find 
themſelves eternally Damn'd at laſt. Fur 
what Aſſurance can they have, that the 
Blood and Wounds of the 80n of God 
Will Save, when they ſwear it away, and 
u it from _ _ — a 
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heard almoſt Day. and Might ig out 
Streets, neither wound the Almighty 
nor their Neighbours, but fall and return 
heavily upar theib@@vea in this and an- 
other State. But 

W HIAET HEY e 8 ond «IT 
Secondly, Common Swearing i is a Vice 
Fee — to aur ſelves, when: we con 
what may be expected from May. | 
Reputation is blaſted hy 25 Hal r 
Credit in the World, and: proves preia- 
dicial to our Eſtates. The two former 
of theſe Inconveniences LAhall ſhorti7 
have Occaſion to mention ing another 
Place. The latter I at preſena imer, nat 
only from the Curſe af Divine Provi- 
— and the Want of Fame and Faith 
amongſt Men, which are Means likely 
enough to llead to Decay; hut alſo from 
the Penalties ariſing rom chr Breach of 
thoſe — and "we which the Wiſ⸗ 
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What a fatal Influence ill Examples 
have upon the World neetls no othet 
Proof ——— Andi it is an 
undleniable, though ſhamefulOhſervation, 

that there are Perſons Gf f Ages, — 
both Se vet too, to their / Reproach, 
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Name of God. Neu- — toons 
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As to the Blewiſh' upon their Ee 
Laffirm, that this Which is the n. 
tention and Motive moſt ſuch Offeu 
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without jealous of one another's 
Credit and Sincerity. Fur were the Ge 
nerality of Men more ouſly u 
and morally honeſt in their Words, 


Good Man's Word is bettet than a 3 
fand Oaths of the Profaiie, Who if 
they were not conſcious 6 thonlelvese 
being overtaken before in Falſities and 
Lies, there wou'd be no Temptation 
to uſe Swearing for a Confirmation of 
what they ſay, and to gain Belief to 
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than thus to undermins üs own Veraci- 
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taking up any 


Occaſion is worthy of our ſerious Re- 
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which the Lord hath ſaid, To 24 he + 
of the Holy Sabbath-untothe Lord: Bake that 
which-ye oil bake to Day, and feeth that 7 
feeth ; and that which remaineth quer, lay, up 
for gon to. bes dent until the Morning, SC, 
The leaſt that We can gather from them 
is, not to be equally ſollicitous and buſy, 
nice or exact, in providing for the! 
on that Day; much leſs to give ay to 
Entertainments and Viſitors, and ſo di- 
ſturb our Families and neglect, our Du- 
ties, at a Time, when we are comman- 
ded by God to be entirely devoted to his 
Service. No manner of Work ought. to 
be done for Commerce, Trade, er Gain. 
Nothing can truly be declar'd neceſſary 
but what the decent Preſervation; of _ 
wk Og of _ or Begf reinen 
| 297 aim 
nc As to the Work of iCharity „„ chat may - 
be as capable of being miſanply as this 
other of Mecr . Civility is a Chniſtian 
Duty in it ſelf, and a common Duty to 
be paid to All: But through Miſtake 
even this Civility may occaſſanalhy be ſty d 
(hriſtian Charity; oa tlioughty; be al- 
lowable and neceſfary in its proper 
6 ron yet is not ſo highly 2 
carry d on this Da ag 
og Since 0 Charity are — 
——  low'd 


and no other, 
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low'd. on the Sabbath, Bounds muſt _ 


ſet to the paſſing of a — gment ups 
on the one as well as the other. A 
ſurely nothing but the preventing the 


Miſeries, or the removing the Misſortunes 


of our ' Neighbours muſt be call'd CA. 
rity. When their Circumſtances -are 
ſuch as abſolutely. require our Aſſi⸗ 
ſtanee, and they can't be without it, 
ime is allow'd for it, 
and they muſt ſuffer extremely by the 
Delay, we may and ought to lend our 
charitable and helping Hand. Our Sa- 
viour, who ſtyles himſelf, Ihe Lord f 
the Sabbath, more than allows it. The 
Liſe of a Beaſt is to be preſerv'd, and 
certainly then the Life of Man. We 
may certainly cloathe the Naked, feed 
the Hungry, relieve the Diſtreſs'd, ad- 
miniſter Medicines to heal the "Dif: 
eas d, and attend thoſe that lie upon 
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and be more clearly directed, How 
to-obſerve the Sabbath in this Point, 1 


ſhall determine the Poſetive. .Natare of 


this Reſt under three Partic 'Tis 

Reſt yt Worldly Occupation A Tia Be 154-Reſt Nac: 
from Recreative. Pleaſures, 
wh to the; Body, but thereby bog 
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on this. Now the Tempotal Buſineſs of 
Hur Fi ions ceaſes, proj ing Coptri- 
Va die mutt be laid afide, 10 
Kern are-to be paſs d but thofe of 2 
Spiritual Nature, 5 4 Wr 7 1 ot for' 
reck ning with Servants an 
the retence'of Charity in ſuch Caſes 
a profane Miſtake, 4 the plain Engi 
of their... Practice. is, Gad allows them Six 
Days for them ales, and they will rob him 
Fa the Seventh. | No' Caules are to be 
try'd, no Markets to be kept, no Shops 
to be bend, no Goods to bi bought or 
ſold purely for Gain, rio driven in order 
5 theſe Ends, Commerce, Fin 
Trades Fare not to be ene. 1 
DST ISTID aun on JC Df 
1 That che Jews, to whom this Com. 
mand of reffing and doing no manner 
of” Worß en the Sabbath; was at the firſt 
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N otion of its Meaning, a rs from the 
080 e bote covetous 
and a Wretches in the Prophet's 


Days, 


medidtely and-direQty made, had'this 
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Days, tow di 6. Seying, Men wilihe 
Wem. Hohn be ont, that m wu ſollCorn? Ad 
the Sabbuih, bat "1 — 09 hb" Wheat? - 
When' Nehemiah, 0 12 ae os 'of 
Artaxer xs) was come to repair hong. 
ches, and preſerve x Ce pm 
ſclem, tue Oath'che" People eden 
againft *profening' beer bi 
manner, and the ſtribk. Gate chat Holy 
au t Wien nt ſuich a kind of 'Profar 

e Eidencæs of this Truth. 
The People" Ware to the Obſervariomuf 
iS Rule, Weh. X. 20% 51. 
Into 4 ee, td T 
Pecple of he Land bring Ware of 
tu > d ahbe Da 9 0 el, 
"not of "them, ys Mhe'Se ah, br 
Fo -d: But tlie Holy"Man's Care in 
procuting chis Reſt to hd obſervꝰd, And 
lapprkfning and hindering) che cantri- 
pro Wuſes, is very remarkable, 
and finds recorded font Obſeryavign 
and Inſtrucxiog, in" M Mil. fromowhe 
715th to tlie 23d U erſe. G rhoſe Days ſaw 


1 in Juda th ſome treading > Wine Preſſes-on'vhe 
Sabbath; 1 5 bringing in Shruve ß, and la- 
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and I teſtifyd againſt them in the Day 
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301 And if. we ward know Senſe; of dur 
own Natron in the Matter, the ſtritt Lam 
of. our Gountry will quickly; inform us. 
The Statutes and Penalties, hich the 
Wiſdom of the whole Kingdom|metuto- 
gether, have thought fit by joint Concu- 
rence to enact, are ſufficient Demonſtra- 
tions againſt the Exerciſe 06 all manner 
Pfades on the Lord n D. Ni tf 
brodtodyy en to 1% gg 19yooib yi 
- Secondly, Tis a Reſt fram. Recreatiue 
Plegaru.. eo vi bas ne EL nf 
G3 Ee Hg CN 1 dan N | 
wid 3 fi LI WW 8 Otion : Not o 
that aChriſlisn:1s to be upon his Knees ali 
whole Day, and that he ouglit not 
to ſpeak any thing but Sentences of Scrip- 
##x8,- This confined Senſe wou!d-indeed 
ſtead of exciting ſtifle a Religious Heat. 
Let I. cannot f — 
r 
ra 


that a ſerious, Tetaperqughit; particula 
to be cultivated, on that Day, chat grave 
and wiſe Diſcourſe ſhow'd ; he obſerved 
and encourag d, and that all light and 


 trothy Recreations, Which non y tate 


up too much of eur Time, but may be 
too apt to divett the Mind from the: ſui- 
1905 momentous, Matters, ought caxe- 
fully to be avoided. We are cmmanded 
not to work, but it was not in order P ; 
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kiſe up and play. Vain Paſtimes e 
to be indulg'd, becauſe Worldiy Buffets 
is forbidden, God did“ net 2 


Encouragement of e Vun 

Sin, wem he ſaid, In h Tae 
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ent AH 978 bt 13 03 9091 


— miner of Mort, 21 arr fon 
Such "RMeQions' Gotti ürſued to 
their juſt and full Extent . Wall fufficient- 
1 Roger — Cult of thoſe who ſpend 
© 80 in 8 ce in F. 
in Idleneſs, and in Sees And W 
within the Compaſs of ET to 
ſee a great Faru of That Sicred Time 
ſwallow'd up by One 6r" More" of th g 
e J Fe 4 | 117. i 0 d 910! 192 
IV 10 299093090 ,, Haiti J 2189q1 03 
Some, iy dur Saviour*s '' Lang 
Mee on and take theils Reſt, diſſo 
Baſs, and lie ſtretching their Limds upon 
their Beds and Couches/ when 


1 
ſhow'dberifing up early, . g 


Lamps, watching and walking u 
Lord. But thisſſurely-ss A. FroIS A 
of the GGOdneſs of Hebe, Por tie 
God harhoſer apart only Oe Day $66- 
Aiarlyfov his Worſhip, and us 
Six Wherein we may labour and d l 
-that we have to do, we guglit in Reßſon 
and Thankfulneſs to make Gods Day at 


teaft: as * one of our Gn, and, 


cannot 
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that time than any other. Ls 


deed the Admiſſion of Viſitors, and the 
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cannot ſhorten it this Way: withou oy 


Ingratit 
together. Tis truly robbing. God of 


his Right, and that ſort of Webern s 


n the N kinds of Theſt. 

| 21 ' 11263, va tgH a. Hus 
Others there. are, Who by a "i 

151 too large an Extenſion of the Feſti- 


val Notion of the Lord's Day,; make way 
for. more Viſits and Entertainments at 


the Church has forbidden an py 18 — 
kept on that Day, Which its Riſe 
from Oy and 8 f of 
an rrump £-tnerc 103 
4 — Feſtivals o 2 Chriſtian Church 
oy inthe Lord; and whatever is incon- 


D Spiritual Feaſt, and ex- 


cludes the higher Duties obſervable on 
theſe Feaſts, muſt beaboliſh'd : Joke. 


Practice and Expectation of Carnal 
Feaſts on that Day, is a true Reaſon why 
ſo many ſtay away from the Church, and 
others are 1 ueele attentive when they 
"ne there. FAI bs 3101] | 


If. theta, * Come, . [hiding for fee 
from Worldly 2 think 5 


at liberty to do wn, but ſaunter about 


40d waſte their Time without Aim or 
Delign, 


1. 
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5 ir thy "alſo: ſhowdbe: ſer 
rom their Miſtake. For Idleneſs-in 
e Suſe à State neither fit. far Man 
not Belt the Lord's Dq nor amy othat, 
and lis what the. Angels in Heaven and the 
Devils in Hell by their various Activity 
2 We mut not fuppoſe our 
ſelves at bert! to do nothing of any 
1 All our Powers and Faculties are 
to besſtill opt or aunt hrs raging if 
71 Aae, All the . we 
Have -& our Emp yment from 
Eurit to Hetwenly,. the Nature: an 
Kind of our Buſineſs is only alter d, and 
turn'd from the Body to tlie Soul. And 
thereſore thoſe) are mightily to blame 
ho care not how they fling away:theſe 
ptecious Hourb, Who lie Without 
1 en Spiritual Care, and if they 0 
puts tlie Numbers of tlie Miduutes, ; 
tlie. 2 fear, produce but à ſlender Ac- | 
, ny . — Io dare any «ud 
e'at all, or at le 12 Tous 
becomin g Purpoſe. wi vBY%s ot} | 
> SON LOR enn $1421 01 91 
But thoſe are ſtill to blame in 8 | 
Degree, who will not be content with 
dein fg nothing at ally but will be em- 
ploy d on fact-chings-as ought not to be 2 


wo 
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ly ſuch as will not reſt even then from Sin 

burſerve the Devil on thatDay more Than 
God ; and are oftner and longer at tlie 
Alechouſe at that time than at Church; 


but thoſe alſo, who give themſelves upto 


ſuch Games, as the Reaſon of the Day and 
the Laws of the Land do highly diſallow. 
For tho we are oblig*d to reſt from Sin on 
every Day as well as the Lor#s Day, and 
ſinning on the Lord's Duy is really a double 
Guilt : Let there are Sp 
tions, too intemperately indulg'd and 
ſooneſt | fnubb'd at the Beginning, which 
however innocent and allowable on other 
Da . Are in all FI _—_— em pron 
ON | 


Dian, TS indeed a Ref to 58 B. 


ch, but har deſign'd the 49 to 
enable it · to 1855 GY and the Concerns 
of the Soul. 2 Uk > 1 van 


God very well knew tlie Natute er 


Man, how.; incapable he was of doing 
and minding two; different things at the 


ſame time: This made our Saviour lay 


dewn chat Principle of his, Je canner 


ſerve God and Mammon. 7 char Ba. 
ful Buſineſs and neceſſ- wy iou 
Duties might have their | 
Without äntetferiag, We are commanded 


it. 


orts and Recrea- 


i” . 


to work Six Days and reſt on a Seventh. 
To reſt from Worldly Labouts, to reſt 


from Worldly Thoughts, to remove Tem- 


ral Concerns out of our Affections and 
om our Hands, that we may have 


Seriouſneſs to ſerve our God, that our 
Thoughts may be Sanctify'd, and our 
Hearts Spiritualiz d, and our Souls be 
earry'd with -a flaming Piety to the 
Throne of our God. But what thoſe 
Duties are in which we are to be em- 
ploy'd, and by the Exerciſe of which we 
may be truly ſaid to keep it Holy unto 
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the Lord, will be fully conſider'd in the 
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How the Loxp's Day s to be kept Holy. 


HE Extert-of the Religious Du- 
ties to be 8 Day, 
muſt be meaſur'd by the various Circum- 


"ſtances of Perſons. For under 'wharſo- 
ever Degree of Relation a Man is plac'd, 
there is in this reſpect ſomething peculiar 
incumbent upon him, as diftin& from 
that of his ſingle Capacity. There are 
ulſo ſome FPeſtivils appointed by the 
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Church; to be in a more Solemn Manner 


cclebrated on tlis Day, in a Wiſe, Relig- 


ousand Grateful Gommemoratian e ſome 
of ithe extraordinary Mercies of, God in 
the Redemption ok Man. O And theſe re- 
quire: Meditations and Exerciſes ſiſitable 
to ſuch Solemnities. But as: theſe Rela- 
tive and Occaſional Duties may be com- 
pleat ly performꝰd By 2 of honeſt 
Endaavours, anti the ſincere Members 
of the Church, with a little Variation 
or Addition to the general Rules relating 
to tlie Santtification-:of the Lord's Day: 
So the general Rules for this End Which I 
what is to be done before, at; and After, 
the. publick Worſhip of God in the 
Church. N. Wust N 1 9 N0IAEAibbe 9 
neh n eee Wet „en w bay vhs 
. . \) 5 > tag bY | II r 


3 3 4183 Aria BAND 29 1 . SING 1 c 
18 1 28 7 
The beſt Way to the Church is thro 


the Cloſett If: we are: adviſed! to pre- 
pare aur ſelves beſore we pray in private, 
he Obſervation of — is much 
morę neceſſary upon our Appearance in 
publick, where the ſame Gad is te be 

worſhipp'd, - the ſame Duty to be 1 
formed, and the Example there eich 


(of rc or Neglal is ſo apparently ina 
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ential upon others. 'Rxcited then with 


an ardent Zeal for the Honour of God, 


tlie Good of our Neighhour; and our 
own Salvation, let us rouſe up our Souls 
early in the Morning on that Holy. Day, 


and call upon them in this moving Strain; 
Awnke thou that ſleepeſt,- and ariſefrom. thy: 


Bed; and Chriſt 52 thee: Light; For 

certainly nothing 

Mind and deadens the Heart than indul 

ged Drowlſineſs. e 2 10110 2 os 
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As we riſe let us ſeaſon our Minds 
witli Reflections on the Attributes of 
God, particularly that of his Omnipre- 
ſence and ler that moſt excellent Con- 


templation of the Pfalmiſt be our firſt * 


Meditation, O Lord, thou haſt ſearched me 
out and known me, thou tnomeſt my down ſit- 
Hap "and mine | 
my Thoughts: long before; thoa art about 1 
Path, and about my Bed, and ſpieſt out 4 
ny, For as thisBehcofgur'T | 
this early” 2 -of 9 
gular Advantage to the Happinefs 
and Vertue of the Soul: 9 
Notion of the All- ſeeing Rye of God, the 
ZSenſe of ſo Holy, ſo Conſtant, ſo Im- 
partial a Judge and Witneſs of our Con- 
verſation, will be one of the moſt effe- 
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the Way to the ſanctifying ot the 


Body. and Soul in all the Kctions and 
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As ſodn as We are dreſs'd,.and before 


we enter upon any other Duty, ic 184 
Rule attended both with Reaſon an 
Deſegn of the Day, W ho it Was that ap” 


will excite a flaming. Zeal, an inward = 
Puri 85 and holy Reſolutions, becoming 


the Great God. Then our Thoughts, 
our Words, pur Affections, all the Fo- 
wers of our Bodies and Souls will be de- 


voted. to Religion, and we made Parta: 
kers of Joy, of Peace; of Conſolation in 
the Lord. Come, O my Soul: and 2 


us reaſon together, This 4. thtuDay-whic 


from thy Heart; reſt unto the Lord, 
be at liberty with all thy Powers to ſerxe 


thy God: Let Heaven be thy View, o 
fairs a Time, 2s tO be intirely devoted $ 
without Interruption to the One Thing 
MNeed ful. Thau art always obligd - 


work out thy on Salvation Day by 
Day but not 1. this more eminently 
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now according to the Divine Appoint⸗ 

ment, Will be juſtly interpreted a Sacriles 

gious Alienation of this Holy Day. 


Moved and feaſon'd with theſe Medi- 
tations, We may proceed to the other Ex. 


_— he Day to 5 the peculiar Ho- 
eee 
* to begin wit Readi ms a 
pointed for the Morning 2 . 
| theſe were writ in a Bevotional Way, 
will give us juſt Notions of God and our 
ſelves, furniſh us with excellent ew 
<6, are a conſiderable mm to Piety, 
moſt admirable Preparation for the Ciofer, 
and we ſhall aſter his Peruſal be ſo well 
| acquainted with their Senſe and Mea. 
ning, as to repeat them with more Life 
and Knowledge in the Church. This 
done, let us go on to offer up our fuel 
Mor ning Prog a adding One, in re- 
nation to the Sahchfcation the Lord's 
Day, that God wou'd at that time enable 
us both publickly and privately to glori- 
his Name in à more eminent Manner. 


Time before we approach tlie Holy Tem- 

ple among much People, that muſt be 
: Bo at in liſting up our Hearts and Souls 

to God in Divine Meditations, in calling 
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thing to be confiderꝰd * Relation 0 


"Captive fil h People laden with Sins, an 


Read thy Leſſon, — — 3 
Places of Scripture, and in joining 


er with them at H The r Beſs 


be! duties of N ys, 
Gebel What is to be done at a 


publick Worſhip of God in 5 e 


When the Bells are Ringing to Sum- 


Jon the C regation and = A Peg- 


8 to Aſſem Riel us reflect. 4 the 
ws of Cbriſt ' oblige Unit 


the Laws of the 1258 emjoin Long. 


mity, che ſtrong Obligations to conſtant 


Communion, and the many Benefits 
joint Prayer, that holy Violence whic 


—_—_ Heaven by Force. For 


New Wey tlie Pale of the Church, 
ke us endeayour to keep the Unity 


þ # the $ rit in the Bond. Prat e. 7 — 


e hall be able to hol faſt 
ſeſſton without Waver ing de Doe Pre- 


ſer vd from the ſly Inf day" of thoſe 
Seducers, who Creep into Houſes; and lead 


from being of the Number of $986 Who | 


will oat endure ſound Dottrine; but 
their own Luſis heap to themſel des e 


* rah Kun 


* , S \ © 
” 


& 4 - $F 51 
45 A 
gt * 
| V 2 As 


| 
| 


F : ; * 


/ 


& 


292 Of the Lo 


found * 7 Ho 
Neſt where e may 4 
99 28 0 Lord of Hy „ 


here js an Erroneous P 
7 
to 


. | * * 


r dis Day: 1 


* 
—— we mw er * „ 


— — 


4475610 10 5 S HOO 005} 56 | 9638 
As we are going, we wou'd do well 
to conſider, that we are going t the 
Houſe of God, that the Lord is in his. Holy 


Temple, that the whole Earth ought to 


keep Silence before him. It will methinks 


Excite a pious Imitation in our Souls to 


conſider the Paſſionate Joy, Reſolution, 
Deſire, and Petition of David upon ſuch 
an Occaſion; One thing have I der d f 
the Lord, which, I will require; even, that 
I may dwell in the Houſe ef the Lord, al 
the, Ds, of 19 Life, to behold, the for 
ple. O how Amiable are thy Dwellings, thou 
* ath 4 Deſire and 
Longing to enter into the Courts: of the 
Lord; my Heart and my Fleſh rejoice! in 
the Living God; Lea the | Sparrow. hath 
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Practice too 
amongſt many almoſt in eve- 


prevaling amongſt many almoſt in e 
y. Pariſh, and that is, of coming ſo late 
the Church, that the Prayers are be- 


gun and Fart of them over before they 
Enter. And this ought in the firſt Plaee 
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to be Remddied; as a Foundation to "this 
reſt of our Duty to be Perform ꝭd there. 
The Bells Ring on purpoſe that the Peb- 
ple ſhould come at that very Time, and 
not ſtay in their Houſes till they have 
_— ora! Quarter of an Hour aſter, H 
they be there ſome time before. the Be- 
inning of the Service this Time cant 
gi look*d'upon as Loſt. The Place, the 
People, the * — will be apt to R 
cite good Thoughts in their Heads, an 
Warm the Affections of their Hearts. 
They will find themſelves the more 
Compos'd; undoubtedly the ſitter for the 
Sublime Exerciſes of Piet And this 
; ſhow'di prove à conſiderable Motive to 
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are the principal Parts of our Morning 
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before they come, their Service is till ſo 
much the more ee % ei 
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Men always think long to come to that 
Which they Love beſt and Value moſt; 
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Take it then as a granted Principle 
that Prayer is che be% and chiefeſtt Duty 


of the Lords Day or any 540 e en 
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Prayer our Minds wil 20 along . 
Miniſter, and dur Hearts be ſet u 
the Petition, and we ſhall be able tb 
ay a Zealous Amen to each of them, and 
upon hearing the Portibns ef Scripture 
Read we ſhall attentively liſten; If we 
rake heed how! we hear, and'-yeotive"it a 
Truth it is the Word of Oo able 10 mul 
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in our Memories for our own Sekes, it 


Will bela proper Time to examine che 
Under ſtanding and Memories of thoſe that 
belong to our Family. For then we ſhall be 
able to diſcover, whether they are im- 
'prov'd in their Knowledge, whether they 
obſer vd what hey: heard, whether they 
underſtand what they obſerv'd, whether 


they are likely to retain What they un- 
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their Hearts. 
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Abobe all things Obedience 100 the 


Commandments of God muſt be made 
Bet End of all our Reading, Pray 

earing, and Meditations-. This We 
Mall ail our ſelves oblig'd to do, if we 
frequently think what our Saviour and 


manded in ſuch a Caſei b + know” theſe 
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Jam not willing to carry theſe Mac- | 
ters to the utmoſt Height that Religion 
—_ Duty may require, nor ſo für as 
might be wild. \ Tis my Deſire — 
ther to lay down what Humane Nature 
will probably bear, and what may in 
Practice be expected: And I am confi- 
dent I have laid down no more. And 


therefore I ſhall add only this, That the 


remaining Part of the Day be ſpent in 
Reading and Meditation, and cloſed up 


with Prims n and Family» Devo- 
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| Hun ve teſſect, How:deepl Men 
are involv'd in Secular 4 
and "what a little Time in the Woek-days 
is allow d by ſuch or the Service of God 
und the Study of ve may diſ- 
cern how reaſonable it was for the Al. 
mighty to interpoſe and 4 
Wholly to be ſpent in Honour to his 
Name, and for the Salvation of our Souls. 
The > fri Obſervation of this Day un- 
doubtedly. keeps up the very Being, 
Lite, and Spirit of Religion. Wich- 
— 2 — tis much to 
el won'd bein er of an 
entire Baniſhment from the Minds of 
ſome Men. So that from this Reflection 
we. may canchude, that every Profana- 
tion of this Day is not only an Act of I- 
Piety in it ſelf, hut a conſiderable Step to 
Atheiſm. Men diſ- believe the Principles 
of Religion, becauſe they will not un- 
derſtand the Grounds of Faith. Con- 
ſtant Worſhip gives awful Apprehenſions 
of the Divine Perfections. But when 
Perſons live without God in the World, 
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Int 80a muſt end in ignorance. IH 
the Wiſdom of 'n Learned Mam uoterh by\ 
porrnnity of Leifavey and he thati thath lunilo 
Buſinefs ſpall become Wiſe, hom rum he gat 
Wiſdom that holdeth the Plough, und that 
glorieth in the Gouu, thut ariveth 


Tull is of 'Bullotks ? Since God hath ap- 
ted Days and Ordinances, and a 
teſthood to teach his People their Du- 
ty, tlie Divine Will muſt be ia Secret, 
when Men will neither keep his Sabbath 
nor revyence' his Saxttudry. This is che 
to continue the Ignorant {till in 
and for the bfi Notions 
to ſet in à Cloud. Truth will not foſees 
its Way withourInduſt an An- 
chnation. Tis very eaſy for che Lazy co 
loſe Parts, weaken dhe Judgment, abt 
unlearn what before they knew. The 
Proſaneneſs of the Heart will ſoon em- 
pty the Head. But Saint Paul became 
Learned by being brought up at the Feet of 
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knoweth not whither he goeth. And he 
that apprehendeth neither Senſe of Sin 
nor Fear of Danger, cannot 
heed unto his Ways. Tis Education 


that poliſnes the Parts and reforms the 


Manners of Mankind. Though all kno- 


wing Perſons are not Vertuous, yet there 
can be no true Vertue without clear 


Knowledge. Ignorance hath no inward 
Armour againſt the Succeſs of any tem- 
pting Vice. Where no good Printinhs 
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grow careleſs and indifferent whether 
they come to Church or not, that Place 
muſt be ivaly worſe chan their 
Neighbour- Villages, which live aſter 4 
more Orderly- and Reli Adminiſtra- 
tion. 80 long as Rudeneſs of Temper and 
Ignorance of Truth, Stre of Paſſion 
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